
 

 

  Sola Fide 

And so it began: The Great January Tuna Drive! Pastor Jen chal-

lenged the congregation to collect 2021 cans of tuna for Bread & Ros-

es and Lazarus House food pantries. Why tuna you ask? A small but 

mighty can of tuna packs an average of 30 grams of protein. It’s one 

of the most sought-after items by food banks because it is shelf-

stable, nutritious and provides a great base for healthy meals. 

 

And the response was incredible! We had people dropping off cans 

of tuna at the side entrance of the church. We had others buying tuna 

on Amazon and having it delivered. 

Still other people were going to BJ’s 

and buying cans of tuna with the mon-

ey people donated for this project. 

 

With a week left in January, we had an 

impressive collection of tuna but were 

still shy of our goal of 2021 cans. Pas-

tor Jen encouraged us to continue and 

when the final results were in, Faith 

Lutheran donated over 2500 cans of 

tuna! Our partners at Bread & Roses 

and Lazarus House were really grate-

ful, and more people in the Greater 

Lawrence area will now have more 

food to eat this winter. Thank you to all 

who participated! 

 

More Social Ministry news and giving opportunities can 

be found inside this edition of “Sola Fide”! 
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A Letter from Pastor Jen 
 

The holiest week of the church year begins with shouts of “Hosanna! 

Save us!” with palms waving as Jesus enters Jerusalem. Very quickly 

the mood turns somber as it becomes clear that the good news of God’s 

freedom and liberation that Jesus brings is a threat to the powers that 

be.  

Jesus gathers with his friends in an upper room on Maundy Thursday 

and asks them to remember this new commandment of love that he 

brings as he shares a holy meal with all of them - including Judas, the 

one who will betray him. On Good Friday, as Jesus is crucified, he ex-

poses the brutal reality that love is a radical act and too often will not 

be tolerated. In Jesus’ case, love is not tolerated by the Roman authorities, the religious lead-

ers, or the crowds themselves and so Jesus is executed.  

But love does not stay dead. The joy of Easter is that despite the best efforts of those who 

would quash love, to kill it, to put it down...love wins. Jesus is raised from the dead! 

You are invited to join us this holy week as we recall the life and ministry of Jesus, explore 

why he was (and is) considered a threat, and celebrate the joy of the resurrection. 

At this time, we anticipate the services for Holy Week will all be on 

Zoom except for the Easter sunrise service. Links will be available on 

the church website as well as in the weekly “Forward with Faith.” 

Holy Week Schedule (March 28 - April 4) 

Palm Sunday, 9:45 AM– Remember to keep handy your palm crosses 

which arrived in your Lenten kit mailing 

Holy Monday, 7:00 PM- Stations of the cross with artwork from Mary 

Button 

Holy Tuesday, 7:00 PM- Stations of the cross with photos from in and 

around Andover 

Holy Wednesday, 7:00 PM- Midweek worship theme of Holy Rest as a spiritual practice 

Maundy Thursday, 7:00 PM- The Great Three Days begins with worship which highlights Jesus’ 

Last Supper; the altar is stripped 

Good Friday, 7:00 PM- The passion narrative from the gospel of John is read 

Easter Sunday 

 6:30 AM Sunrise service outdoors at Faith Lutheran Church (watch for signups, details) 

 9:45 AM Easter Festival Worship online 

Join us this holy 

week as we recall 

the life and 

ministry of Jesus, 

and celebrate the 

joy of the 

resurrection 
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Pastor Jen (cont’d) 
 

Holy Communion – Zoom Eucharist and Outdoor In-person Eu-

charist beginning soon! 

After prayerful discernment and with the support of Faith’s Worship and Mu-

sic committee and Church Council, I am pleased to say that we will begin to 

offer the sacrament of Holy Communion once again during worship!  

We will begin at the Maundy Thursday (April 1) Zoom service at 7:00 PM 

and continue on Easter Sunday (April 4) at both the outdoor sunrise service 

at 6:30 AM as well as at the Zoom service at 9:45 AM and at all subsequent 

worship services. 

It has been a very long time since most of us have shared the sacrament of Holy Communion. Some of 

you are aware that as the pandemic started, many bishops in the ELCA (including our own Bishop Ha-

zelwood) recommended fasting from the sacrament and waiting to receive until we could gather as a 

physical community in person again. Other bishops in the ELCA have held an alternative view that 

there is more than enough room in Lutheran sacramental theology—for example, as articulated in Lu-

ther’s Small Catechism and in the ELCA’s touchstone document, The Means of Grace—for faithfully 

trusting that Christ is present in bread broken and wine poured during live, virtual celebrations of the 

Eucharist and that the community online is real. 

All bishops in the ELCA recognize that each congregation makes such decisions in consideration of 

their own contexts. The ELCA churches in our area have used a variety of approaches – from fasting 

from the sacrament completely, to sharing it online via livestreaming or Zoom, to sharing only when 

gathering outdoors in person, etc. 

Two months ago, I was hopeful that we would be gathering in-person in the worship space in small 

groups and that we could then begin sharing the sacrament. But then I got COVID from being inside 

the worship space despite social distancing! So, until our airflow is improved in the worship space, 

COVID numbers decrease and vaccinations increase, we will need to wait for small groups to gather 

indoors. 

Last month I proposed to the Worship and Music Committee a plan which they and the church council 

subsequently also supported that we begin offering Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday on Zoom. 

When we have outdoor in-person services such as at Easter sunrise and then beginning weekly in 

May (stay tuned), we will also offer the sacrament. 

Some mechanics are, of course, important.  When we worship in the building, there are people who 

attend to preparing the space and setting the table. Now it is our turn!  In one more way, our liturgy 

becomes the work of all the people. Instructions for setting up a space for Communion in your home 

and a recipe for baking your own bread are included on the next page. 

I know that some may choose not to receive the sacrament in this way. Please know that I respect your 

piety and look to the time we can gather together and receive in person. For those who are home-

bound…I have now received my second vaccination dose and as of March 12 should have sufficient 

immune response to make it safe for me to bring communion to your home while masked if you would 

like (and also knowing that depending on your medical risk factors you may prefer to wait). Please let 

me know if you would like to make an appointment for home communion. 
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Pastor Jen (cont’d) 
 

Setting the Table for Communion 

Clear a space to serve as a home altar  

 This could be a kitchen table, an end table in your living 

room, a kitchen island, or even a television tray. 

 Clean the surface of any dust or crumbs. 

 If you have an icon or table cross, you can place these on 

the table as well. 

 Flowers or other decorative items are also good. Remember: the most important things to 

have on the table are the bread and the wine. 

 

Light a candle to place on the table, much like the altar at church may have candles   

 * (LED candles are fine!) 

 This light symbolizes the presence of God among God's people. 

 

Set the table with the communion elements  

 While home-made communion bread is lovely (see the recipe that Faith uses below), 

bread you have on hand will suffice. Crackers are also acceptable, particularly for those 

with a gluten intolerance. 

 Place bread on a plate—it need not be fancy! 

 Likewise, any sort of wine or grape juice will be appropriate for celebration of the Sacra-

ment. If you do not have wine or grape juice, you can simply celebrate the Sacrament with 

bread until you are able to get wine or grape juice. 

 
 

Communion Bread Recipe (as shared in Faith’s cookbook) 

 

Ingredients 

2 c. whole wheat flour  ¾ c. + 2 T. very hot water  (microwave 1 minute) 

1 c. white flour   3 T. honey 

1 ¼ tsp. baking powder  3 T. molasses (regular or robust flavor) 

1 ¼ tsp. salt     

1 T. + 1 tsp. oil 

 

Steps 

Preheat oven to 350°. Sift dry ingredients 3 times. Cut in oil. Combine water, honey and mo-

lasses. Add to dry ingredients. Mix well. Dough will be sticky. Knead a few times. Divide 

dough into 4 equal parts. Roll/press (do not need to use a rolling pin) each equal part into a 

¼ inch thick circle. Mark 8 sections on top of the circle using a knife (like you are cutting a 

pie). Bake for 10 minutes. Remove from oven and brush with oil. Bake an additional 5 to 8 

minutes. 
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Pastor Jen (cont’d) 
 

Thank You 
 

Among the many people who have blessed this church and commu-

nity with their talents and time recently, we thank: 

 

 Our Vaccine Assistance Team (Joan Baird, Beth Hempstead, Mary 

Johnson, Lynn Wong, William Wood, Bill Langdell) 

 Tom Schauer, Tom Baird, and Pr Jen for delivering tuna to Lazarus House and Bread and 

Roses 

 William Wood for leading an adult forum on his paper “Luther, Bonhoeffer, Black Lives 

Matter, and the Role of the Church” 

 Facilitators and scribes helping with the cottage meetings hosted by our Transition Team 

 Our newly-installed council members 

 Mary Johnson for leading the first ever Faith annual meeting on Zoom 

 Craig Saline for facilitating our March council retreat as we discuss goals and priorities 

for the coming year 

 Karen Hacker for the beautiful quilts given to Bread and Roses 

 Caroline Kettner, Hermayne Gordon, Abby Schoppe, Ingrid Marstaller, Ramson Gambiza, 

and Scott Koluzny for sharing reflections during our midweek Lenten services 

 Shauna Wagner and Bill Langdell and the rest of the Worship and Music committee for or-

ganizing the Lenten kits mailed to the congregation 

 

Have someone in mind we should mention? Let Pastor Jen know. We are blessed! 

 

 

 

Newcomers/New Members Brunch 

Sunday, April 11 at 10:45am  
 

Are you newer to Faith? Are you thinking about becoming a mem-

ber? Are you already a member but especially with the pandemic 

finding it hard to connect with people? 

 

Join Pastor Jen for virtual brunch after worship online on Sunday, 

April 11. RSVP to Pastor Jen by April 8 (jen@faith-andover.org) 

and she’ll make sure your brunch is delivered to you ahead of time 

so you can eat and join in conversation! 
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Council Update 
Mary Johnson, Council President 
 

Our annual congregational meeting was held on January 31 with over 80 people 

participating. That is the largest attendance at an annual meeting in recent histo-

ry. One reason for the larger attendance might be the fact that people who tradi-

tionally attend the 8:30 service do not stay for a meeting that begins at 11:00. 

During the meeting we thanked Rick Cormier for his service on the council the 

last three years. We also elected Beth Hempstead to a two-year position and Bill Mark Langdell to a 

three-year position on the council. Mike Clement and I agreed to remain on the council until we can 

reopen the church and get back to more normalcy. Cindy Schatz has stepped down from council sec-

retary, citing other obligations including serving on the call committee. We thank Cindy for her 

years of dedication to the council. I am happy to say that Chris Hayward has agreed to serve as coun-

cil secretary.  

COUNCIL INSTALLATION On February 7, Pastor Jen installed the church council during the wor-

ship service. A few members of the council were missing from that service; they will be installed dur-

ing our first meeting in March. 

CALL COMMITTEE During the congregational meeting the following people were elected to serve 

on the call committee: Ramson Gambiza, Dave Hempstead, Ame Matuza, Tyler Murray, Cindy Schatz, 

and Lisa Yanicke. We thank them for agreeing to serve in this important capacity. 

BUDGET During our annual meeting the congregation voted to give a 2% 

bonus to each employee using surplus funds from 2020. We also approved 

the 2021 proposed budget with expenses amounting to $406,960 and an 

expected net income of $3,990. 

THE GREAT JANUARY TUNA DRIVE At the beginning of January Pastor 

Jen challenged us to collect 2021 cans of tuna fish to be donated to Lazarus 

House and Bread and Roses. I suspect there were some people who 

thought we would be lucky to collect half that amount. I am so proud of our 

generous congregation; together we collected about 2500 cans! What a 

tremendous outpouring of support for this drive. During March we will be 

conducting the COMMUNITIES TOGETHER DIAPER AND UNDERWEAR 

DRIVE 2021. I know we can count on people supporting this drive as well. 

COTTAGE MEETING On February 10 the church council participated in a cottage meeting conduct-

ed by members of the transition team. A lot of good ideas/suggestions were shared at that time. 

COUNCIL “RETREAT” At Pastor Jen’s recommendation, the church council will hold a goal setting/

priorities gathering on March 20 from 9 to noon on Zoom. This will give us an opportunity to get to 

know each other better and set some goals for the coming year. Craig Saline will facilitate the gather-

ing. 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY The 2021 New England Synod Assembly will take place virtually on Saturday, 

June 12, beginning at 10 am. Each year Faith sponsors two delegates to represent us at the assembly. 

This year we are happy to sponsor Chris Hayward and Lisa Yanicke, and we thank them for volun-

teering to attend the convention. 

At Pastor Jen’s 

recommendation, 

the Church Council 

will hold a goal 

setting/priorities 

council retreat on 

March 20  
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Finance 
David Kettner, Council Liaison 
 

It is truly a blessing to be a part of a generous congregation.  This 

has been a very challenging year in many regards, but with your 

financial support we continue to have a talented staff of Pastors, 

Youth, and Music leadership for worship, and those who care for 

the day to day needs of our church.  Many additional programs 

and special ministries also continue to be funded, including Camp Calumet, Social Ministry 

Outreach, and our many Youth activities.  The Treasurer’s Report makes note of the financial 

aspect of our many Outreach activities, but we also call attention here to the contributions of 

time and energy by our many devoted volunteers to the many church activities.  Thank you 

for your contributions of time, talent, and money. 

2020 Financial Summary 

As you are aware, the year has been challenging in that our plans for staffing changed unex-

pectedly, and the pandemic curtailed our in-person church services and other activities 

where we gather as a group.  These events affected both income and expenses.  The reports 

show we had about $400,010 in contributions toward our operating budget, and about 

$392,859 in expenses, so we did finish 2020 with a surplus of giving receipts over budgeted 

expenses of about $7,151.  At the Congregation Meeting we voted to give the staff a 2% bo-

nus out of this surplus.  The remainder went into the “rainy day” fund. 

2021 Budget 

The 2021 budget, recommended by the Council and voted upon at the Congregation meet-

ing, is $406,960.  The receipts in January, as reported by the Financial Secretary to the 

church Council, were very encouraging.  We received somewhat more than $34,000.  Thank 

you for your continuing generosity. 

 

Christian Education 
Rhonda Boudreau, Council Liaison 
 

How I miss all the children's faces at church! I miss singing songs and 

sharing the stories of Jesus in person. While we are not yet able to safe-

ly return to church, Tom Schauer is doing an amazing job connecting 

with the families through his monthly mailings. In the meantime, Jim 

Boyle has agreed to step up as Sunday school superintendent when we 

are able to run the program safely. We could use another volunteer to 

work with him. We are also looking for a Sunday School Registrar and 

teachers for when we reopen.. If you are interested or need more information, please contact 

Rhonda Boudreau at rbouda6@gmail.com. 
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Communications 
Chris Colford, Council Liaison 

 
Communications  Team 
Faith’s Communications Team organizes and oversees all of the communications efforts of the church 

in order to inform, educate and serve the members of the congregation and community, to expand 

the ministry of the congregation and support its outreach efforts, and to preserve the records of the 

congregation. Remember, send announcement requests to announcements@faith-andover.org 

 
 Online worship service support– Bill Langdell, Chris Colford 

 Forward with Faith – Shauna Wagner 

 Sola Fide newsletter – Chris Banta 

 Email broadcasts (Constant Contact) – Shauna Wagner 

 Social Media – Chris Colford, Erin Levental, staff 

 Website – Chris Colford 

 Videography – Chris Colford 

 Contact maintenance– Shauna Wagner, Bill Langdell 

 IT infrastructure – Bill Langdell, Chris Colford 

 Narthex photo album, Bulletin boards – Chris Colford 

 Local news outlets – Chris Colford 

 Outdoor signs – Tyler Murray 

 

Virtual Church 2020 
Here’s a review of our Fall 2020 online “attendance”, since Pastor Jen joined us. 
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Date Worship Service Live and Record-

ed Views 

9/6/2020 Sunday Zoom 70 

9/13/2020 Sunday Zoom 47 

9/20/2020 Sunday Zoom 58 

9/27/2020 Sunday Zoom 62 

10/4/2020 Sunday Zoom 64 

10/11/2020 Sunday Zoom 72 

10/18/2020 Sunday Zoom 76 

10/25/2020 Sunday Zoom 67 

11/1/2020 Sunday Zoom 79 

11/8/2020 Sunday Zoom 77 

11/15/2020 Sunday Zoom 71 

11/22/2020 Sunday Zoom 75 

11/29/2020 Sunday Zoom 78 

12/6/2020 Sunday Zoom 72 

12/13/2020 Sunday Zoom 76 

12/20/2020 Sunday Zoom 71 

12/24/2020 Christmas Eve Zoom  

(4 PM, 7:30 PM, 10 PM) 

164 

12/25/2020 Christmas Day Zoom 35 

12/27/2020 Sunday Zoom 86 

mailto:announcements@faith-andover.org


 

 

Communications (cont’d) 
 

Web and Email Hosting Service  
Performance of our website and email service has been less 

than stellar over the last two years. We’ve chosen a new service 

and plan to transition to it in the months ahead. The cost of the 

new services is comparable to our current plan. Our website 

address and official email addresses will not change. 

 

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) 

Core Team 
Chris Colford, member 

 
The RIC Core Team has been meeting regularly to explore op-

portunities for Faith to become explicitly welcoming for mem-

bers of the LGBTQIA+ community. Current team members are 

Pastor Jeanette, Bill Langdell, Alison Murray, Suzanne Neuman, 

Bill Neuman, Susan Eliasen, and Chris Colford.  
 

The team has targeted the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program 

as a potential journey for our church explore. For more information, visit https://

www.reconcilingworks.org 
 

“…the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program has been a public way for faith commu-

nities to see, name, celebrate, and advocate for people of all sexual orientations, 

gender identities, and gender expressions in the Lutheran church.” 
 

Team members attended a Reconciling Works online training session on Saturday, January 9. 

The goal of this training, Building an Inclusive Church (BIC) training, is to “…discover how to 

implement a journey for your faith community to publicly and intentionally welcome people 

of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.” 
 

Newly minted Council Evangelism Liaison Bill Mark Langdell now takes our RIC Core Team 

under his wing. We are pleased to pass the baton to our new Evangelism leader! 
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Social Ministry 
Mark Morgan, Council Liaison 
 

The first meeting of the expanded Social Ministry committee 

met via Zoom on 1/28.  Members of the team are: Mark Mor-

gan, Ramson Gambiza, Tom Schauer, Tom Baird, Gary Payson, 

Louise Kress and Pastor Jen.  

 

The concept of creating the group is to: 

 Better coordinate our activities 

 Better communicate to the congregation and among 

the group 

 Discuss how we can expand the activities in term of 

participation within our congregation and impact to 

the surrounding community 

 Discuss how to fund some activities using the money 

available in our budget and investigating Thrivent 

support.  These funds should be used as leverage to 

gain other resources and minimize our financial im-

pact. 

 

We decided to try to create some focus on the social ministry events in 2021.  We would like 

to overall focus on the theme “Live Generously”. Every month we plan to have some event or 

drive to give the congregation the ability to get involved.  Each month will have a lead per-

son.  The first few months are listed below: 

 

 January (Pr. Jen) - Tuna Drive for Bread and Roses, and Lazarus House 

 February (Tom Schauer) - Preparation and distribution of homeless care kits for 

Boston Shelter 

 March (Louise Kress) - Diaper and Underwear drive for Communities Together.  

See page 17 for more information.   

 

Others focus activities are being developed: 

 Easter Baskets food shut ins  

 A-Z clothing drive 

 Youth Sunday 

 Fall Service Day 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Christmas Giving 

 Further cooperation with Bread and Roses and Lazarus 

House 

 More suggestions are welcome!! 
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Reopening Committee 
Mark Morgan, Chair 
 

Easter is coming! It is a time to celebrate resurrection and new 

birth! 

We’re seeing signs of new birth all over our world as vaccina-

tion rates increase and the newest vaccine has been approved 

for use in the United States. Thanks be to God! 

Along with this exciting news, the Faith Re-Opening Commit-

tee continues to make plans and consider possibilities for 

gathering once again in-person as a church. The committee 

bases its recommendations on: 

 Bishop Hazelwood/ELCA guidelines and suggestions 

 Other Lutheran churches 

 Local COVID positivity rates 

 Vaccination availability, level of participation 

 Massachusetts guidelines 

Here are some of our plans based on current numbers while noting that at this time many ep-

idemiologists expect a (hopefully final) viral surge to come due to virus variants between 

mid-March and early May. 

The current plan is: 

 April 4 (Easter): Outdoor sunrise service at 6:30 AM; Zoom service at 9:45 AM 

 May 2: Start date for weekly outdoor services at 11:00 AM; Zoom services will 

move to 9:30 AM on Sundays to allow time for set-up of the outdoor service 

 Plan for indoor services to resume (with social distancing, masking, spoken ser-

vice) at the end of May or early June.  We would commit to a 4 week trial, evaluate 

and then consider next steps. 

 

The Re-opening committee discussed tent rental or purchase and decided the cost /benefits 

of doing either does not make sense for Faith Lutheran Church. We recommend evaluating 

better air handling capability in the worship space as the better long term and short term in-

vestment. Appointments for experts to evaluate our worship space and fellowship area are 

being made. 
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Transition Committee 
John Breiland, Chair 
 

Faith Lutheran Church Council in 2020 created a Transition 

Team made up of 12 of the members of the Congregation. 

The purpose of this team is to do a Ministry Site Profile (MSP) 

of the congregation that will go to the New England Synod. 

This survey will be used to help define the future mission for 

the congregation and its pastor. The goal of the team is to 

correctly reflect the wishes, strengths and weaknesses of our 

congregation.  

 

The members of the team are: John Breiland (Chair), Chris Banta, Susan Eliasen, Kathy Faulk, 

Dave Hempstead, Jeanne Hladky, David Kress, Craig Saline, Ingrid Marstaller, Kevin Mas-

chhoff, Jackie Morrissy and Lynn Wong. Pastor Jen is also on the team and continues to help 

support us.  

 

We have finished the first phase, the discernment about our history and held 5 History Event 

Zoom Meetings. We are very close to finishing our history summary which will be part of the 

MSP and will also be shared with the Congregation 

 

We are now in the second phase of the process, the “Hopes and Dreams” cottage meetings. 

We have scheduled meeting dates for: 

 

 Tuesday Bible Study  

 The Council 

 The Music Volunteers 

 Parents of Sunday School Kids 

 FLY Parents 

 The Meditation Group 

 The Chick Lits 

 All Members & Visitors (4 dates) 

 After Sunday Church (2 dates) 

 

Future Tasks 

 How to gather ideas from those that can’t or don’t come to “meetings” 

 Discuss and summarize the results of the “cottage meeting” data gathering 

 Review the results of the 2019 CAT survey for inclusion in the MSP 

 Write up the NE Synod form (the MSP) to be a compelling document 

 

If you have thoughts, concerns, or wishes about our church that you want to be considered, 

please contact members of the committee at transitionteam@faith-andover.org. We’re all 

together. Let’s make this work. 
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Worship & Music 
Abby Schoppe, Music Director 

 
It’s Lent. Again. Still. Doesn’t it feel like we’ve been immersed in some form of Lent since the pandemic 

hit? So what does Lent mean for us now, in 2021, as most of us approach the one-year mark since we have 

been socially distanced? 

Certainly, Lent (and, more particularly, Holy Week) can provide a time to mourn. Many of us need that 

right now. It can also, however, be seen as a time of rebirth and growth. In some congregations where 

ashes could not be distributed this year, I know that worshipers were encouraged to plant seeds during 

their Ash Wednesday services and to nurture them through the weeks ahead. Even as we continue our 

pilgrim journey through the time of the pandemic, we believe that we are approaching a glorious time of 

renewal within the next few months, when it will hopefully begin to be safe to regather. For now, while 

we endure these probably-final months of the pandemic, I believe this prolonged “Lent” is indeed allow-

ing us to grow. In some cases, connections among our church community have become stronger, even 

while we are apart. And as I look for what I can take away from this time when we have all been carrying 

our crosses, I am, most of all, grateful for the steadfast faithfulness of all of you – from choir members who 

have consistently continued to sing, week after week, to brave volunteers who have stepped up to en-

hance the number of solos and small ensembles in our worship over the past year, to congregation mem-

bers whom I see singing their hearts out while muted on Zoom. As Christians, we believe that, even at the 

grave, we make our song – and this is surely what you all are continuing to do, both literally and meta-

phorically. 

As we look to the months ahead, please don’t hesitate to let me know if you are interested in offering spe-

cial music, singing with the choir, or (in the case of children in grades 2-8) singing with our virtual chil-

dren’s choir. I am always looking for ways to engage more of you in our worship!  

May God help us to keep a holy Lent and bring us all to the glories of the Resurrection. 

 

Opportunity to Serve as Assisting Minister 

Training on Sunday, April 18 at 10:45AM on Zoom 

Are you interested in becoming an assisting minister at Faith? Maybe you’ve 

served as an assisting minister before … or maybe this is new to you. Consider 

this your invitation! 

Assisting Ministers are worship leaders who assist the congregation in its wor-

ship by leading prayers and other spoken parts of the liturgy. When we gather 

in person, assisting ministers often help distribute communion and sing the Kyr-

ie (singing is never required, however!). 

We’ve had some great readers to help with the prayers on Zoom (thanks to Mary Johnson for schedul-

ing), but we need additional people (or people who are willing to expand their role) to be the voice of 

the congregation by unmuting themselves during the ‘bold’ print parts of the service and reading the re-

sponses. Currently, Abby Schoppe has been serving in this role – but as we anticipate moving toward re-

opening with both Zoom and in-person services, we know we need additional people. 

Thank you for considering this service. If you have questions, please ask Pastor Jen or just stay online af-

ter worship on Sunday, April 18 for the training session. 
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Special Music for March/April  
 

March 7   Third Sunday in Lent 

  Jeanne Hladky will play Karen Kuehmann’s flute arrangement of “Beneath the 

Cross of Jesus”  

 

March 14   Fourth Sunday in Lent 

  Pr. Jen will play Rebecca Bonam’s flute arrangement of “At the Cross” 

 

March 21   Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 Jeanne Hladky will play Nancy Faber’s piano arrangement of “Rock of Ages”  

 

 

      March 28  Palm Sunday 

 Bill Frank will sing Mark Patterson’s  

 “The Triumphal Entry”  

 

 April 1  Maundy Thursday 

  Beth Haltmeier, Jenn Boyum, William Wood, and Andrew Mort will sing 

William Byrd’s “Ave verum corpus”   

 April 2  Good Friday 

 Our choir will lead us on traditional Passiontide hymns, while Rock of Ag-

es, our praise band, will offer Paul Baloche & Lenny Leblanc’s “Above All”  

 April 4  Easter Sunday 

  The choir will sing Martin Shaw’s “With a Voice of Singing,” and the bell 

choir will play Douglas Wagner’s arrangement of “That Easter Day with 

Joy was Bright”  

 

April 11   Second Sunday of Easter 

  Aurora Rice will play a piano arrangement of “Jesus Loves Me” 

 

April 18   Third Sunday of Easter 

TBD 

 

April 25   Fourth Sunday of Easter/Good Shepherd Sunday 

Sara Bidwell, Dawn Colford, Dave Hempstead, and Kevin Maschhoff will sing 

Howard Goodall’s setting of Psalm 23  



 

 

News and Notes 
 

COVID Vaccine Sign-Up Assistance 
Eligible for the COVID vaccine and unsure how to sign up? Faith has 

a newly-formed Vaccine Assistance Team to help you through the 

process. Let Pastor Jen know if you'd like some help - we'll do our 

best to help you get an appointment as they become available.  

 

Tech Support for Zoom Worship 
Do issues with technology keep you from participating in Zoom worship and gatherings? The 

Worship & Music Team wants to help! Contact Shauna at shauna@faith-andover.org or 978-

475-4059; she will forward your request to the W&M Team and a tech-savvy volunteer will be 

in touch!  

 

Financial Assistance for Andover Residents 
Andover residents with financial hardship as a result of unemployment, age or disability are 

invited to apply for one-time emergency assistance through the Margaret G. Towle Fund. 

The application and further details are available on their website: https://

andoverma.gov/366/Towle-Fund.  

 

Help Wanted– Staff Anniversary Celebration! 
Please help me plan a work anniversary celebration for our amazing, awesome staff! Abby 

and Tom, 10 years and Ingrid 20 years! The date will be determined by how soon we are 

able to get together safely, hopefully by this summer. All ideas are welcomed. Please contact 

Beth Hempstead at deltathxsal@gmail.com.  

 

Luther, Bonhoeffer, Black Lives Matter, and the Role of the Church 
William Wood, a member of our congregation, has written a paper entitled, "Luther, Bon-

hoeffer, Black Lives Matter, and the Role of the Church," published in the February 2021 is-

sue of Journal of Lutheran Ethics. The link to the article is here: https://learn.elca.org/jle/

luther-bonhoeffer-black-livesmatter-and-the-role-of-the-church1/ It is a timely article 

and sure to lead to some good reflection.   

 

“Ringers of Faith” featured by Handbell Musicians of America 
A couple of virtual performances of Faith’s bell choir have been featured on the Facebook 

page of the Handbell Musicians of America, Area 1. If you’re interested, you can follow along 

at https://www.facebook.com/HMAarea1. Note that our own Abby Schoppe serves as the 

Massachusetts State Chair of Handbell Musicians of America, Area 1. 
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News and Notes (cont’d) 

 

Collaboration with Redeemer Lutheran on a Day of 

Service  

Would you like to be on the core planning team? 

Redeemer Lutheran Church in Lawrence is Faith’s closest sister 

ELCA church. Over the years there have been occasional times the 

churches have worked together. We are hoping to build on this his-

tory and strengthen our relationship by collaborating on some sort 

of a service project for the ELCA’s Day of Service on Sunday, Sep-

tember 12 (called “God’s Work Our Hands Sunday”).  

If you would like to be one of 3 or 4 people from Faith who could be on a core team with 3 or 

4 people from Redeemer, please let Pastor Jen know. There will be an initial meeting on 

Zoom on Thursday, April 15 at 7:00 PM. 

 

National Lutheran Choir presents its 2021 Winter 

Virtual Program: Hope Lives! 

Sunday, March 14 at 4pm (CDT) 
  

Hope Lives! As we approach the one-year anniversary of 

the world shutting down due to the pandemic, we are 

slowly finding glimmers of hope: hope that vaccines will 

allow us to come back into the daylight of life and interac-

tions with others! 

People of faith are among those who long to fully come 

together. They have missed gathering weekly for ser-

vices, and they deeply miss singing hymns together. 

Join the National Lutheran Choir and guest artists, the Keith Hampton Singers & 

Friends, as we sing well-known hymns that highlight the joy of an ever-growing hope, 

and new hymns that speak to our time, inviting all people to sing in joy  together “…as 

all the world in wonder echoes shalom”. 
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Giving Opportunities 

Bread and Roses 
Bread & Roses is currently accepting donations of any/all of the following items for its out-

reach program during the pandemic. You can contact Tom Baird at tombaird739@gmail.com 

or (978) 453-2431 to co-ordinate dropping off your donation or having it picked up. Gift 

cards or money donations can be mailed directly to Bread & Roses, 58 Newbury Street, Law-

rence, MA 0184. 

 Hats, gloves, scarves, warm socks      

 $10 gift cards for Market Basket, Dunkin Donuts and McDonalds     

 Toiletries (travel size): shampoo, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes 

 Face masks, hand warmers, small hand sanitizers 

 Flashlights 
 

Communities Together– Diapers and Underwear 
Communities Together, founded as The Greater Lawrence 

Council of Churches in 1947, is a collaborative of Catholic 

and Protestant churches throughout the Merrimack Valley 

During Lent, Communities Together has been collecting dia-

pers, pull-ups and underwear for children in Lawrence since 

1998. Last year, the Undie Sunday collection generated thousands of diapers and underwear 

and over $2,000 in contributions. The organization divides the annual collection between lo-

cal social agencies that can distribute the items to families in need. Diapers are a major ex-

pense for families, because they cannot be purchased with food stamps.  

Most needed items: diapers and pull-ups of all sizes and NEW children’s underwear in 

small sizes.  We will start collecting the diapers and underwear on March 1.  We will have a 

box for drop offs outside the door on the south side of the church under the awning.  We will 

be accepting diapers and pull ups all sizes, as well as underwear through 5th grade.  If you 

want to give monetary donations, we will have a donation location on the Faith web-site us-

ing Venmo. Contact Louise Kress at Louise.Kress@comcast.net  

 

ELCA World Hunger projects 
The New England Synod has made the ELCA World Hunger project 

its focus for 2021. To improve conditions for orphans and vulnerable 

children in Rwanda and Malawi, we'll provide nutritious food, school 

materials and mattresses for children sleeping on the floor. $3,000 

supports 500 children - that's only $6 per child!          

  

Congregational donations to this fund will be matched up to $100 per church. Church or indi-

vidual checks may be written to New England Synod with the memo line: "WH Rwanda & Ma-

lawi 2021". Mail to: New England Synod, PO Box 13, Worcester, MA 01614.  Or give 

online:  www.nelutherans.org/donate and indicate in the special instructions line:  "WH 

Rwanda & Malawi."  
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Lenten Conversations with Pr. Jen 

Mondays at 7pm: March 1, 8, 15, 23  

Zoom Meeting ID: 992 5882 2860;  Passcode: 847826 

 

Wednesdays at 1pm: March 3, 10, 17, 24  

Zoom Meeting ID: 995 7645 5573;  Passcode: 972730 
 

For the 40 days of Lent (roughly 1/10 of the year) we are invited to take up spiritual practices 

which can help draw us into a greater awareness of God’s love. Each week during Lent we 

will focus on a different spiritual practice: Turn– Learn– Pray– Worship– Bless– Go– Rest. Join 

us in conversation on Zoom on Monday at 7:00 PM or Wednesday at 1:00 PM. We will be us-

ing this small group resource to help guide our conversation https://

www.episcopalchurch.org/wpcontent/uploads/sites/2/2020/11/

living_the_wol_in_community_english.pdf  
 

Midweek Lenten Worship 

Wednesdays at 7pm: March 3, 10, 17, 24  

Zoom Meeting ID: 980 6549 7485; Passcode: 626173  

Our midweek Lenten worship services will focus on the same themes 

as Pr. Jen’s Lenten Conversations (see above). Various members of 

Faith will share their own reflections on the week’s theme.  

 

 

Chick Lits  
Tuesday, April 6; Hostess: TBD 

Book: “Shalom Sistas” by Osheta Moore  
       

In “Shalom Sistas”, Moore shares what she learned when she chal-

lenged herself to study peace in the Bible for forty days. Taking read-

ers through the twelve points of the Shalom Sistas’ Manifesto, Moore 

experiments with practices of everyday peacemaking and invites 

readers to do the same. From dropping “love bombs” on a family va-

cation, to talking to the coach who called her son the n-word, to 

spreading shalom with a Swiffer, Moore offers bold steps for crossing 

lines between black and white, suburban and urban, rich and poor. 

If you wish to join us or would like to be put on the email list for future books, dates, and lo-

cation please email Peggy Giordano at peggygior@comcast.net.  
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Youth Ministry Update 
Tom Schauer, Youth Director 
 

What the Youth Have Been Doing  

Super Fly – Emergency Care Kits, Blankets & Sand-

wiches for the Homeless -  I am very thankful for every-

one who helped out and supported this event this past 

month. We had 7 people meet and make Emergency Care 

Kits containing socks, toiletries, masks, sanitizer, snacks, 

combs, razors, etc... Then another 10 people met at night 

and made sandwiches. We drove in Boston in separate cars 

and handed out the Emergency Care Kits, Hats, Mittens, 

Scarfs, Blankets and Sandwiches. We even handed out 

about thirty $10.00 gift cards to Dunkin Donuts so people 

could get a warm meal the next day too. I am very thankful 

for all the people who came out both day and night. It was 

inspiring to me to share this experience with all of you. Al-

so, grateful to everyone at church and friends and family– 

together, we raised over $2750 for this cause, and people 

also donated homemade hats, mittens, scarfs and blankets. 

In my mind, I can see you making them all and know that 

they were made with the intent to show God’s love to one 

another. It is really awesome!!! I just wanted to end with 

saying how proud I am of these kids and parents who 

helped out and distributed everything. Sometimes I get dis-

couraged with the world, but it was so great to see this kids 

and parents thinking beyond themselves, serving others 

and sharing Christ’s love to those around them. It will prob-

ably make me smile the rest of the month. In closing, I re-

ceived this text from one of the kids last night. “Thank you! 

I had fun tonight and so did my friends.” A High School kid 

writing that about serving others. We are doing all right! If 

you are a Youth Director, that is what you want to hear.  
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What the Youth Have Been Doing (cont’d) 

 

Fire Fly – Packets for Sunday School & Wed. Night 

Kid’s Club Kids -  Faith Lutheran Church has been doing 

kind of an awesome thing the last few months. Every 

month, we send out about 32 packets to the Sunday School 

kids and the Wed. Night Kids Club kids. Each packet con-

tains an instruction letter addressed to the student and a 

link to a cool video on a Bible story. In January, we focused 

on the story of “The Good Samaritan.” The kit also con-

tains instructions on where to find the story in the Bible 

and coloring sheets and activity workbook pages based 

on the story. We have gotten a good response back from 

parents that the kids like the packets and it is something 

they can do themselves without relying on screen time. 

One kid last month said the best part for her 

was opening the Bible and reading the story all 

by her self. Pretty crazy stuff, right? Every 

month we send out a challenge too. In January, 

it was for every picture of a kid who was work-

ing on a packet got sent in, a donor would do-

nate 10 cans of tuna to the tuna food drive this 

month. We donated over 100 cans of tuna to 

The Great Tuna Food Drive from the work of 

the Elementary School kids alone. What a great 

thing to do!!!  

 

 

Fly & Super Fly – Annual Christmas Cookie Walk by 

Mail -  We had about 12 bakers from Faith who baked a 

whole bunch of cookies for the Annual Christmas Cookie 

Walk. We had to do it by mail this year but that didn’t 

dampen anyone’s support of the event. Over 30 people 

bought tins of cookies from the kids that were filled with 

all kinds of Christmas Cookies. We raised over $500.00 

for the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in 

2022. We also sent a lot of packages of cookies to some of 

Faith’s seniors in the area. A big thank you to all the kids 

and parents who made cookies for this great event. And a 

big thank you to everyone who bought some cookies and 

came out and picked them up this year! Thank you for 

your support on this event! It is much appreciated!!! 
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What the Youth Have Been Doing (cont’d) 

 

Fire Fly & Fly – Valentines for Lazarus House Ministries – A kind of 

cool thing happened last month. I went into church and hit the jackpot 

when I went into my office. In the packets I sent out to the Sunday 

School kids and Wed. Night Kids Club kids, I included some Valentine 

cut outs that the kids could cut out and decorate for the participants at 

Lazarus House. I got so many of them back and they were all awe-

some!!! I put them together with some candy and bags and brought 

them over to Lazarus House. So, when people stopped by for their 

food bag, they got a Valentine made by one of the kids. This week’s 

lesson was “Jesus calms the storm!” Jesus calms the storm if we turn 

to him. And sometime Jesus calms the storm for others, by us sharing 

the love He gave to us!!! Kind of cool that way, don’t you think?  

 

  

 

 

 

Fire Fly – Family Bingo Game Via Zoom - We had 

an awesome time playing Family Bingo via Zoom one 

Saturday night. There were many age groups repre-

sented, I am not sure who I liked seeing have the most 

fun, the kids or adults. And for those of you who don't 

know we played the "Fitchburg" style of Bingo. That is 

when we play a couple of games regular style and 

then the adults contrive to let the kids win some 

games. This is modeled after a cool Lutheran church in 

Fitchburg who used to come up to camp. Unbelieva-

bly, when it came time to read the kids last number 

"O66", I looked down in my hands and there was actu-

ally "O66" in my hand. I think God was smiling on that 

one too. Anyway, I glad that is was such a good time. 

Prizes are in the mail.   
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Upcoming Youth Events 
 

 Special Note: Faith is excited to offer these activities which are in accordance with current guide-

lines from public health officials, but all activities are subject to change based on guidance from our 

Reopening Committee and approval by the Church Council. 
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ELCA Corner 

 
 

New England Synod Green Team News  
 

The New England Synod would like fifty churches to work toward the Lutherans Restoring 

Creation covenant by Earth Day on April 22. For all the information your congregation needs 

to get started, go to this link: https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/ congregation-

al_covenant_creation/. You can also watch the webinar on how to implement the covenant 

in your congregation here: https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

list=PLFPMTinJ7FKkVLP8olQBkDCZ7tNPMBRA8&v=yQA_ gyn7HjM&feature=youtu.be  

 

If this effort captures your interest, let Pastor Jen know! #thespiritcatchesfaith 

 

 

From the blog of  James Hazelwood, Bishop, New England Synod: 

What's Going to Happen after the Pandemic? 
 

Introductory Comments. As you read Thom Rainer’s essay on the next page, it’s easy to dismiss 

him because he lives in a different branch of the Christian denominational tree. His language is 

not the same as ours in the mainline of Lutherans, Episcopalians, UCC etc. But, once you move 

beyond that, you’ll find something to chew on for 2021. For instance, I think he is on target for 

his predictions around digital use, membership & finances as well as further denominational 

erosion. But, I’m not sure how he determines an increase in conversions, perhaps that’s just his 

hope for his own Southern Baptist denomination. 

 

As you read through these, I think it’s worth asking some questions: 

 If it’s going to be true that all churches will have to have both a digital presence and an in-

person presence post-Covid19, what can your church do now to plan for that reality? 

 What can you do now to strengthen the connectedness of your congregation now, as a way 

of minimizing the possible attrition Rainer references in # 7 below?  

 As you read his comments about Adopted and Micro Churches, what intrigues you about this 

idea? Who could you partner with to share ministry? 

 One thing Rainer left off his list is the reality that churches connected with needs in their 

neighborhoods will find increased need going forward. How will your church respond? 

 

Enjoy the read, as well as the conversation 

James Hazelwood 
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ELCA Corner (cont’d) 
 
Bishop Hazelwood’s blog (continued) 

 

“12 Major Trends for Churches in 2021” By Thom Rainer 

 

While escaping 2020 has been a stated goal for many people, there will still be challenges in 

front of us as we move into 2021. Churches will be among the organizations to confront clear 

and present challenges. 

 

Of course, the topic of COVID is unavoidable as congregations move forward to a new year. 

The devastation the pandemic has wreaked among people and organizations has also been 

acutely felt by churches and their leaders.  

 

While predicting future trends is never a precise effort, we do see enough data points to sug-

gest these twelve trends are potentially powerful movements that will affect congregations, 

some for better and some for worse. They are not listed in any particular order. 

 

1. Massive growth of co-vocational ministry. It will be increasingly common for churches to 

have fewer full-time staff. Some will hold other jobs because churches cannot afford full-

time pay and benefits. Some of the staff will choose to be co-vocational so they can have a 

marketplace ministry. Both of these factors will result in a massive number of staff moving 

from full-time to co-vocational. 

2. Baby boomers will be greater in number than children in the majority of churches. This 

demographic shift has three causes. First, the birthrate is declining. Second, the boomer 

generation is large in number, second only to millennials. Third, increasing longevity 

means boomers will be around for a while. If a church is not considering what senior adult 

involvement looks like, it’s already behind the curve 

3. The micro-church movement begins in about 5,000 North American churches. A new 

manifestation of the multi-site movement will be multi-site campuses with 50 or fewer 

congregants. The early adopter churches, estimated to be around 5,000, will define this 

movement and become the models for future micro-churches. 

4. Digital church strategies will complement in-person strategies. We’ve seen some leaders 

advocate a “digital first” strategy while some insist on an “in-person first” approach. As 

we have followed thousands of churches, we are seeing more strategies where neither 

approach is a priority over the other. Church leaders are moving toward blending these 

two important areas in a complementary fashion. We will be looking at this reality in fu-

ture articles. 

5. The number of adopted churches will begin to catch the number of closed churches. This 

trend is very positive. While we are not seeing a decline in the numbers of churches on 

the precipice of closing, we are seeing a major trend develop as more of these very sick 

churches get adopted by healthier churches. This development means more neighbor-

hoods will have a gospel witness. 
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ELCA Corner (cont’d) 
 
Bishop Hazelwood’s blog (continued) 

 

6. Church fostering will move into the early adoption stage. Church fostering takes place 

when a healthier church helps a less healthy church for a defined period, usually less than 

a year. We anticipate 30,000 churches (meaning 15,000 foster churches and 15,000 foster-

ing churches) will enter into this relationship in 2021. Again, this trend portends well for 

the overall gospel witness of local congregations. 

7. Once the pandemic stabilizes and the number of cases decline, churches’ average wor-

ship attendance will be down 20% to 30% from pre-pandemic levels. As of today, we are 

seeing quicker recovery among smaller churches. If this pattern continues, churches over 

250 in attendance (before the pandemic) will have the greatest challenge to recover. 

8. The new definition of a large church will be 250 and more in average worship attendance. 

These “new” large churches will be in the top ten percent of all churches in North Ameri-

ca. Before the pandemic, a church would need an average worship attendance of 400 to 

be in the top ten percent. 

9. Denominations will begin their steepest decline in 2021. In terms of membership and av-

erage worship attendance, denominations overall will begin a greater rate of decline. 

This negative trend can be attributed to three factors. First, the churches in the denomina-

tions will decline more rapidly. That factor is the single greatest contributor. Second, 

there will be fewer new churches in the denominations. Third, the combination of church 

closures and church withdrawals from denominations will be slightly greater than previ-

ous years. 

10. Giving in churches will decline 20 percent to 30 percent from pre-pandemic levels. For 

the most part, the decline in congregational giving will mirror the decline in attendance 

in churches. 

11. Overall conversion growth in local churches will improve. This indicator is mostly posi-

tive. We define conversion growth as the average worship attendance of the church di-

vided by the number of people who became followers of Christ and active in the church 

in one year. For example, if a church has 20 conversions and an average worship attend-

ance of 200, its conversion rate is 10:1 (200 divided by 10). Lower is better with conver-

sion rates. We say “mostly positive” for this trend, because some of the improvement in 

the conversion rate is due to lower worship attendance. 

12. Nearly nine out of ten North American congregations will self-define as needing revitali-

zation. Though this trend is troubling, it does indicate at least one silver lining in the 

cloud. Congregational leaders, particularly pastors, are more open and willing to admit 

they need help. 

 

Originally published 

https://churchanswers.com/blog/twelve-major-trends-for-churches-in-2021/ 
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Communications– Quick Reference 
 
Telephone 
Give us a call at 978-475-4059. We’re not a 24x7 office but we try to re-

ply to messages ASAP. 

 

Email 
We have various email addresses for specific needs but which ever 

one you use, you will get through to us: 

 Pastor Jen:  jen@faith-andover.org  (or even just pastor@faith-andover.org)  

 Church council: council@faith-andover.org (individual council member email 

addresses can be found at https://faith-andover.org/wp/council/ 

 Youth Director: tom@faith-andover.org 

 Music: abby@faith-andover.org and praiseband@faith-andover.org 

 Transition Team: transitionteam@faith-andover.org 

 Church Administrator: shauna@faith-andover.org 

 General inquires: info@faith-andover.org  

 Submitting announcements:announcements@faith-andover.org  

 

Print 
Our weekly bulletin, Forward with Faith and our quarterly newsletter, Sola Fide always have 

“all the news that’s fit to print” 

 

Online and Social Media 
 Website (www.faith-andover.org)  

 Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/Faith.Andover)  

 Instagram (www.instagram.com/faithandover) 

 Twitter (www.twitter.com/faithandover) 

 Vimeo (www.vimeo.com/user11533283/albums) 

 Tumblr (www.faithandover.tumblr.com)  

 Blogger (www.faithandover.blogspot.com) 

 

WiFi: SolaGratia 

Password: ph0eBeF@ith 
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360 South Main Street 

Andover, MA 01810-4824 

 

Phone: 978-475-4059 

E-mail: info@faith-andover.org 

Web address: www.faith-andover.org 

Faith Lutheran Church 

May each person feel invited to this 

community, feel equipped to use 

their gifts to the Glory of God, and 

feel sent to serve... 

Faith Lutheran 
Loving God Supremely... 

 Serving Others Joyfully 

Sola Fide  Spring 2021 

All are welcome to join us for Online Sunday worship: 
 

9:45 AM – Blended Worship Service via Zoom 
 

 To receive the meeting ID and passcode, please send an email to the church office 

at shauna@faith-andover.org. 

 Stay after the online service for “virtual coffee hour” 

 For those who would prefer to worship at a later time, recordings of our services 

are available to view at your convenience on Vimeo. 

 See inside this issue for information on our Lent and Easter services 

mailto:shauna@faith-andover.org
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6377027

