
 

 

 Sola Fide 

New England Synod’s School of Lay 

Ministry is designed to educate and 

equip lay people for enhanced par-

ticipation in congregational and syn-

odical life through personal spiritual 

development, biblical enhance-

ment, and life-long learning. The 

School normally consists of a two 

year program with one year devot-

ed to bible study and the other to 

theology and church history.  

This year, the School of Lay Ministry 

is hosting a special synod-wide life-

long learning event - and you're in-

vited!  It will take place on Saturday, 

April 18 from 9 am - 2 pm, at Emanu-

el Lutheran Church, 60 Church Street, Manchester, CT.  

  

The School of Lay Ministry has taken the topics many of our congrega-

tions (and SLM graduates) want to hear about, and brought them to-

gether in one location, on one day.  Speakers will be covering Every-

day Spirituality, Forward Leadership, Forward 2.0, and Steward-

ship.  Information will also be available about the School of Lay Minis-

try itself, and there'll be time after the formal 

sessions for SLM graduates to reconnect.   

Registration will open shortly; check 

www.nelutherans.org/events for details as they 

become available. 
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In this issue: 

Save the Dates! 

 Lenten Discussion 

Group                       

– March 1 

 Stewardship Brunch  

– March 8 

 Easter Sunday    

worship services                     

– April 12  

 Confirmation             

– May 2  

“Only by Faith”- A publication of Faith Lutheran Church 

Two members 

of Faith have 

attended SLM!! 



 

 

From Pastor Jon: “46” 
 

I look at the Lenten season as 46 Days, as I include the Sun-

days.  The period reminds us that Jesus is walking into rejec-

tion and death.  People will not always love you back.  The 

darkness of lent is a confrontation with the truth of the broken 

condition of life.  Things just do not work out sometimes.  Cer-

tainly, there are blessings and we seek to look for them…  but 

it can be tough.  And sometimes I can be my own worst enemy. 

  

Modern day Lent has developed into a time when we strive to draw nearer to God.  We focus on our 

spiritual life.  Don’t we do that all year?  Sure! But Lent invites us to ramp it up. 

  

For some this is sacrifice, deny yourself.. .usually some kind of indulgence.  I remember someone 

who denied himself desserts.   That is fine.  I  wonder what the purpose of the sacrifice was – perhaps 

some test of self-discipline…  

  

For some this is a season of adding something.  I remember someone who 

was going to the gym regularly.  That is fine.  I kind of wonder what the pur-

pose of the add-on is.   

  

Where are you going with that… and why? 

 
So I ask this question – what draws you closer to God, fills you with a sense of 

God’s peace or God’s presence?  That will be different for each of us: walk in 

the woods, daily listing of gratitudes, time for the silence and stillness of 

meditation, breath awareness, reading, volunteering, working on a political 

campaign, helping at a soup kitchen, cleaning out the closets/garage.  Fill in 

your blank. 

  

As for me, I am not planning anything special this Lent.  Nada.  Sounds bad huh… ? 

  

I am not doing anything because I started on December 4.  That is when I decided that one of the most 

faithful ways I can live, one of the most faithful ways I can praise God, is to show – or live – appreciat-

ing this gift of life.  After many summer months of backsliding,  I embraced my ‘lifestyle’ plan with re-

newed vigor.….  I need to live with deeper appreciation for this gift.  For me, and I stress the ‘for me,’ 

it is a lifestyle issue.  How shall I live?  Do I embrace my limitations….  Do I get sufficient rest?  How 

about nutrition?  What about exercise? 

  

Some do not like it when you break out of old molds.   We have to ask:  Am I living for God?  Keep 

your eyes on that prize – do not run aimlessly, but run with a purpose  (I Corinthians 9:26). 

  

We have a dinner set for Sunday, February 23 at which will have a time for sharing on all this.  And we 

will have a reconnection dinner later in the 46 days (March 22). 

  
Forget what lies behind (that is over…) but strain for what lies ahead…  press on.  (Philippians 3:13) 

“Forget what 

lies behind but 

strain for what 

lies ahead. 

Press on.” 
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Council Update 
Mary Johnson, Council President 
 

Dear Friends of Faith, 

Our annual congregational meeting was held on January 26. At that time it was 

announced that the three council members whose 3-year term was up (David 

Kettner, Alex Levental, and Tyler Murray) had agreed to serve a second term.  

Mike Clement and I were re-elected vice president and president respectively. 

There was a lot of important information shared at the meeting.  Dave Hempstead made a presenta-

tion on behalf of the Long Range Planning Committee.  He announced that Pastor Jon will be retiring 

on July 1, 2021.  Pastor Marsha, who had originally planned to retire on June 1 of this year, will contin-

ue working with reduced hours and she and Pastor Jon will retire together next year.  Pastor Marsha 

will drop to a ¼ time employee and her role will consist of: Monday moving meditation class, Tues-

day and Wednesday Bible study classes, midweek Advent services, Christmas Day service, mid-

week Lenten services, and she will preach/preside on no less than 5 Sundays during July and August 

this year.  

We are now looking for people willing to serve on a “transition commit-

tee”. This committee will work with a facilitator/coach provided by the syn-

od to help the congregation and call committee as we move forward to-

ward a new pastor and beyond.  The committee’s first responsibility will be 

to develop a Ministry Site Profile of our church; this profile will be used by 

synod to help determine an appropriate pastor for our church, and will also 

be used by potential pastors to get a feel for our congregation. This is a 

very important committee and we are hoping several people will have an 

interest in serving on the committee. The Church Council is currently 

working to develop a Call Committee, who will also work with the Transi-

tion Committee. 

We will also be looking for people to step up and help fill some of the roles 

Pastor Marsha has traditionally handled.  Already Ingrid Marstaller and Rhonda Boudreau have vol-

unteered to run VBS this summer. Additionally, Lisa Beth Yanicke has agreed to organize summer 

Sunday School. I encourage everyone to think of ways you can be of service to the church.  Our stew-

ardship liaison, Tyler Murray, will be running a stewardship Sunday in March where there will be 

committee chairmen available to explain some of the places where help is needed. 

We are planning to hold a congregational meeting in April to announce the Call Committee and 

Transition Committee members.  We hope to be able to give an explanation of the work of each com-

mittee and answer any questions people might have. Over the next year or so we will try to keep the 

congregation up to date on the work being done as we move toward the call of a new pastor. I en-

courage you to feel free to approach any member of the church council with questions you have at 

any time. It is our goal to be completely transparent with you as work is being done. 

 

We will be looking 

for people to step 

up and fill some of 

the roles Pastor 

Marsha has 

traditionally 

handled 
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Social Ministry 
Mark Morgan, Council Liaison 

 
Ongoing Activities 

Habitat for Humanity – Work has been continuing at the Lupine Road, Andover site.  Faith has 

a build day every month (second Saturday) with some dedicated volunteers.   Tom Baird is 

present frequently and helps organize our team. Upcoming Dates: March 14, April 11 and 

May 9.   

Bread and Roses – Members of Faith help serve dinner at Bread and Roses once a month 

(second Monday).  Gary Payson and Tom Baird are helping frequently and help organize our 

volunteer activities for Bread and Roses. Upcoming Dates: March 9, April 13 and May 11.  

Manos Felices – Manos Felices is an after school program organized by Communities To-

gether.  Louise Kress, Bonnie Petit and Sharon Saline volunteer every Thursday. 

Lazarus House and ROCA Kids Club - We continue to have food and paper good donations in 

the Narthex every week 

Compassion Sunday  

Tom Baird is planning a follow up to last year’s Compassion Sunday.  He will bring opportu-

nities for our congregation to support and get to know needy children around the world.  

Stay tuned! 

Lenten Diaper and Underwear Drive 

During Lent, Communities Together has been col-

lecting diapers, pull-ups and underwear for chil-

dren in Lawrence since 1998. Last year, the Undies 

Sunday collection generated over 16,000 diapers 

and underwear.  The organization divides the an-

nual collection between local social agencies that 

can distribute the items to families in need. Diapers are a major expense for families, be-

cause they cannot be purchased with food stamps.  

Most needed items: diapers and pull-ups of all sizes and NEW children’s underwear in 

small sizes.   Please bring donations to the church; there will be a dropoff location in the 

narthex. 

Monetary donations are also welcome. Checks should be made out to “Communities To-

gether” (with “diaper and underwear drive” written on the memo line). 
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Stewardship 
Tyler Murray, Council Liaison 

 
Sunday March 8th will be “Stewardship Day” at Faith 

Lutheran. On Stewardship Day, information on all the 

different ways one can be involved at Faith will be 

shared. After the 9:45 service, there will be someone 

to talk to if anyone is interested in learning about new 

volunteer opportunities or joining a new group within 

the church. Some of the opportunities will include 

ushering, Sunday School, coffee hour, book clubs, 

Habitat for Humanity, and many more. Information will be distributed detailing all of the 

ways to get involved. 

 

To go along with this fellowship, the Women’s 

Book Club (“Chick Lits”) will be preparing a deli-

cious brunch for the congregation. 

 

While we hope to see as many people as possible 

on Stewardship Day, we will leave information re-

garding all of the opportunities in the Narthex for 

those who cannot make it.  

 

 

 

 

 

Synod Assembly 
 
The 2020 New England Synod Assembly will take place 

Thursday-Saturday, June 4-6, at the DCU Center in 

Worcester, MA. Featured speakers include Krish O’Mara 

Vignarajah, CEO, Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Ser-

vices and Bishop Shelly Wickstrom, Alaska Synod. 

 

Anyone interested in being a delegate from Faith should contact Council President Mary 

Johnson at president@faith-andover.org or by phone at 978-535-5260. Thank you. 
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Finance 
Dave Kettner, Council Liaison 

 
It is truly a blessing to be a part of this generous congregation.  

Thank you for your continuing financial support and gifts of 

service.  

Financial Activities 

As of December 31, the end of our fiscal year, we received 

about $455,543.00 toward our operating expenses, compared 

with a plan of about $457,950.00.  Thus, receipts were about 99.5% of the plan.  This is a won-

derful result, and reflects the generosity and commitment of the congregation to the church’s 

successful operation.  The actual operating expenses were about $446,543.00 compared with 

planned expenses of $455,009.00.  Thus, actual expenses were about $1,534.00 less than 

plan.  Overall, we ended the year with an operating surplus of about $9,000.00, which was 

distributed by congregation vote at the annual meeting in January as follows: 

$3,900 for a quarter-octave of bells 

$1,000 for ELCA Outreach 

$4,500 for a 1.5% bonus for salaried employees 

These distributions were approved, and have already been accomplished by the Treasurer. 

We are already into our 2020 fiscal year.  Actual receipts toward the operating budget for the 

month of January are about $30,465.00 against a plan of $38,469.00; actual receipts are about 

79.0 % of plan.  Actual expenses for January were about $33,044.00 against a plan of 

$37,354.00; actual expenses are about 88.5 % of plan.  Clearly, the fact that current expenses 

exceeds receipts continues to be a cause for some concern.  However, the financial team be-

lieves our receipts will improve as we progress through the year.  We ask your prayerful 

consideration of our situation, and that we all keep our pledges current.   

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

For some time our church has maintained a fund for the Pastors to use to provide financial 

and other assistance to people who come to them in need.  Only the Pastor knows who has 

sought aid.  The amount in the fund was about $5,000; however, overtime it has been re-

duced to about $2,400.  The money for this fund has traditionally come from individual do-

nors, and not from the church’s operating budget.  We want to bring to your attention that the 

fund needs to be replenished, and also that it is now possible to do so online through the 

church website.  Simply click on “Share”, then “Online Donations” to bring up the form for 

doing so. 

Rentals 

There has been no longer term rental activity since our last report. 
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Finance (cont’d) 
 
Endowment Fund 

The financial committee has begun developing the necessary documentation to create an en-

dowment fund for Faith Lutheran.  The primary purpose of the fund is to provide for faithful 

stewardship and management of non-designated gifts of cash or property to Faith.  As pres-

ently conceived, the primary use of the interest and dividends of such gifts would be for 

church programs outside the normal church budget, but there also would be a mechanism 

for use of the principal under certain extraordinary circumstances.  The processes governing 

the creation and operation of the fund are now being worked out, and we hope we will have 

a proposal to put forward at the Congregation Meeting in April.  People interested in helping 

create the framework and operating procedures of an endowment committee are encour-

aged to contact David Kettner. 

A draft proposed constitution bylaw creating an Endowment Committee is the following: 

(DRAFT) 

ARTICLE 13 -- OTHER COMMITTEES 

 

C13.06K15 There shall be an Endowment Committee which shall receive, manage and dispose of 

funds or other property received by the Congregation and designated for the Ministry Endow-

ment Fund.  The general purpose of the Endowment Committee shall be to educate members of 

the Congregation regarding the use of endowments as a method to extend their Christian Stew-

ardship; to conceive and implement programs to secure assets through the use of endowments 

for the varied ministries of the Congregation; and to oversee and administer the Ministry Endow-

ment Fund.  The Endowment Committee shall operate in accordance with the Ministry Endow-

ment Fund Statement and Policy adopted by the Congregation, as it may be amended by the 

Congregation from time to time. 

(END DRAFT) 

Comments on this proposed bylaw are welcome. 

 

Communications 
Chris Colford, Council Liaison 

 
We changed the channels on the wireless transmitter/

receiver units supporting the Pastors’ Lavalier microphones. This appears to have correct-

ed the loud bursts of static/interference that have plagued our sound system in recent 

months. We hope this closes the book on the problem but only time will tell. 

 

Please see our “Quick Reference Guide” on page 26 for all the communications tidbits fit 

to print.  
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Long Term Planning Committee 
 
(Editor’s note: summarized from the Report to the Congregation given by Dave Hempstead during the annual con-

gregational meeting on January 26, 2020) 

 
The Long Term Planning Committee was formed by the Church Council in November 2018 to address 

Pastor Marsha’s upcoming retirement. Committee members are John Breiland, Sue Eliasen, Kathy 

Faulk, Dave Hempstead, Alex Levental, Kevin Maschoff and Lynn Wong. 

 

Team mission 

 Pastor Marsha will drop to 1/4 time on June 1, 2020, and will retire July 1, 2021 

 Pastor Jon will retire July 1, 2021 

 Given this input, the team focused on a recommendation for June 2020 through July 2021. 

 

Team accomplishments 

 Met with Synod Pastor Sara Anderson and Bishop Hazelwood 

 Surveyed the congregation with the CAT (thank you for your inputs!) 

 Worked with Pastor Marsha to identify her current duties, and options to fill them 

 Identified options for the transition through July 2021 

 Pastor Sara, with the Bishop, recommend the ‘seamless’ transition model when both pastors retire 

 

Recommendation for June 2020– July 2021 

 Pastor Jon continues with all of his duties 

 Pastor Marsha continues (at 1/4 time); specific duties to be determined by the Exec. Committee 

 Congregation covers Pastor Marsha’s other duties through: volunteers from the congregation, 

other Faith Lutheran employees, and/or hiring individuals 

 

What happens when Pastor Jon retires? 

As noted above, Synod recommends a ‘seamless’ transition: 

 Synod provides a trained coach 

 Coach helps create the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) used by Synod to identify potential candidates 

for Pastor 

 Faith Lutheran completes the MSP and the Call Committee interviews candidates BEFORE Pastor 

Jon retires 

 Target is for a new Pastor to start July/Aug/Sept 2021 

 If a new Pastor is not identified or cannot begin before September 2021, Synod will provide a 

trained interim pastor 
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Transition Committee 
 

The Faith Lutheran Church Council is looking for 

members who are interested in being part of the 

team that will lead our church through the transition-

al period of saying goodbye to Pr. Jon and Pr. Mar-

sha and welcoming a new pastor. The Transition 

Committee will report to the Church Council and 

will work closely with a Synod-appointed coach as 

well as with the Call Committee. The Transition 

Committee will begin its mission during April of 

2020 and continue on through Pr. Jon’s and Pr. Marsha’s retirements in July 2021, and until a 

new Pastor is hired and settled into his/her new role, ideally in the fall of 2021. 

The Transition Committee’s mission is to lead the congregation in a self-study in order to 

write a Ministry Site Profile (MSP), to insure a smooth transition from our current pastoral 

staff to our new pastor, and to assist the new pastor in getting acquainted with our church. 

The self-study will: help our congregation discover who we are as a community of faith; un-

derstand what gifts the next pastor should have; allow for time to turn from past to future; and 

help prepare the congregation for God’s mission. 

The MSP will: be used by Synod staff to identify candidates for interviews; be the first im-

pression that a candidate has of our congregation; and be used as a reference tool to help 

the Call Committee discover the pastor to whom God is leading them. 

Through a number of organized activities, as well as reviewing the 

results of the CAT survey, the Transition Committee will lead Faith 

Lutheran to: examine the history of the congregation; seek to confirm 

and identify current issues facing the congregation and develop 

ways of dealing with them; research the demographics of our com-

munity and conduct a needs assessment; develop a vision for the 

congregation’s mission; and examine the congregation’s connection 

with synod, conference, church-wide units and the resources that 

may be available for ministry. 

Please contact Council President Mary Johnson (president@faith-andover.org; 978-535-

5260) if you are interested in being on this committee and can commit to the timeframe and 

time necessary to carry out the mission and objectives as defined above. 

 

Please contact 

Mary Johnson if 

you are interested 

in serving on the 

Transition 
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Worship & Music 
Abby Schoppe, Music Director 

 
As you read this newsletter, Lent (which aligns particularly neatly with the month of March this year!) has 

just begun. This means that there are many important and exciting upcoming events in our musical life at 

Faith – but before discussing any of them, there’s also a lot to look back on from the past few months! 

First, I am immensely grateful to the many, many musicians who helped to adorn our Christmas Eve wor-

ship services. There are far too many of you to name here, but chime players, bell ringers, choir mem-

bers, and a multitude of soloists ensured that there was great beauty at whichever service one attended. I 

am deeply blessed to serve a church whose members are so generous in sharing their time and talents. 

I’m also feeling blessed by the fact that, thanks to a portion of last year’s budget surplus, Faith now owns 

a FULL five octaves of bells (as well as our four octaves of chimes). Our final quarter-octave will be used 

in worship for the first time on March 22. Reaching an entire five octaves has been a stated goal of mine 

since I started at Faith over nine years ago, and I’m thrilled that this process has finally reached its com-

pletion! Our bell choir now has room to fully (and equitably) utilize 13 ringers, which is the max for any 

bell choir. This is a good thing, because we consistently have more than 13 individuals who want to ring; 

if you read the annual report of the Worship & Music committee, you may have noted that 32 different in-

dividuals played in worship with the bell choir over the course of 2019! However, although this group is 

currently full, we often have occasion to utilize subs, so please don’t hesitate to reach out to me if you’re 

interested in ringing. I’m even open to the idea of creating a second bell choir, if sufficient interest aris-

es. 

Faith’s bell choir also continues to be one of our best means of 

outreach to the musical community beyond Faith’s walls, since 

so many of our ringers participate in regular outside events. 

Most recently, on Jan. 31 and Feb. 1, four of Faith’s ringers at-

tended the annual Winter Workshop at UMass Amherst, 

where we rehearsed and performed several advanced piec-

es, took part in various classes, and performed a quartet of 

our own. At right is a photo of Abby and Jeanne concentrating 

hard in rehearsal. 

Our choir also continues to offer consistently high-quality an-

thems in worship. Perhaps most notably, we were grateful to 

be able to offer the New England premiere of William Wood’s 

“Almighty God, to Whom All Hearts Are Open” on Ash 

Wednesday. What a blessing it is to have a sacred choral 

composer in our own congregation! 

Now, looking ahead, much more is on the horizon in this busiest of church seasons. During Lent, our 

theme will be “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” Even as the Lenten sermon series focuses on the 

cross, this beloved hymn, sung to the familiar tune written by MA native Lowell Mason, will appear in our 

worship in a variety of ways throughout Lent. On two Sundays during Lent, the congregation will sing it; 

on one, Jeanne will play a flute arrangement of it; on one, the bells will play a haunting arrangement in 

which it’s rewritten into a minor key; and on one, the choir will sing Gilbert Martin’s iconic setting of this 

hymn. Like a set of variations upon a theme, the hymn will unfold for us in different ways each week, 

hopefully allowing all in the congregation to carry its text into their hearts for meditation. 
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Worship & Music (cont’d) 
 
And of course, Holy Week and Easter are the time when our musical offerings 

are most on full display. The list of which ensembles will play at which ser-

vices is included on page 20 of this newsletter, but for now, it is not too late to 

join one of our groups as they prepare for Holy Week. Festival Choir re-

hearsals begin on March 5; adults and high-school students alike are en-

couraged to come sing! Children’s Chimes will begin rehearsing for East-

er on March 12 and still has a handful of openings for ringers in Grades 2-8; 

please contact Abby if your child is interested! 

Looking past Easter, all of our music programs will continue to stay busy through mid-June; 

noteable worship dates through Pentecost are listed on page 21 of this newsletter.  

In closing, all the music that we offer – both during this season and throughout the year – is but 

a frail attempt to show our gratitude for God’s love for us. As the poet Isaac Watts wrote in the 

final verse of “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross:” 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

As we strive to give our “souls, lives, and all” in response to this love, may we sing God’s 

praises not only on our lips, but in our hearts; and not only in our hearts, but in our lives. 

 

 

Massachusetts Spring Ring 

2020 
Saturday, April 25 at 3 PM (Public Concert) 

Tewksbury Memorial High School, Tewksbury, MA 

Beyond Faith’s walls, our bell choir will once 

again participate in the annual MA Spring Ring 

at Tewksbury High School on April 25. Tewks-

bury is very local to us, so please consider 

coming to the 3 PM concert that day. If you’ve 

never heard 200+ bell ringers performing at 

the same time, it’s quite something! 
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Epiphany pageant 
Continuing a tradition of recent years, the youth of 

Faith presented the annual “Christmas” pageant 

on Epiphany, January 5. Here are some photos of 

the cutest folks ever to visit Bethlehem! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Discussion Group for Lent 
Led by Swanna Champlin 

Sundays, beginning March 1 at 11 AM 

On 6 Sundays during Lent we will be having an adult discussion 

group. We will be discussing selected essays from Kathleen 

Norris's book "Amazing Grace" in which she helps us to under-

stand various words we use to describe our Christian faith 

based on her personal experience. We will be able to read her 

short essays and then share from our own experiences such 

words as Grace, Salvation, Evangelization, Silence, Antichrist, 

etc. I will have copies of each essay available the week before 

the scheduled discussion. Look for the first one on Feb. 23rd. 

See you on March 1 for the first discussion in the series.  
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Wellness Wednesday 
Wednesday, March 25 at 6:30 PM 

 

Come and join with Dr. Katrin Schneck  as she 

leads us through discussions on issues of health 

and overall wellness.  Everyone is invited.  It's 

just one hour, but we cover lots of material and 

there is always time for your own questions. 

 

 

Chick Lits  
Tuesday, April 7 

Book: “Two Sisters” by Mary Hogan  

Hostess: TBD 

       

The third child in a family that wanted only two, Muriel Sullivant 

has always been the outsider. Single, twenty-three, she’s living in a 

New York City rent-stabilized walk-up, a bird’s nest of an apart-

ment outfitted as much by serendipity as by intent: note the three-

legged bedside table, her squat hand-painted pine dresser, a 

splotchy framed mirror, the spindled bathroom corner shelf—all 

found curbside on garbage day. 

 

Her perfect older sister, Pia, lives in an endless house in Connecticut with her handsome, 

thick-haired husband, Will, her tween daughter, Emma, and a frothy, russet-colored Labra-

doodle named Root Beer. Pia is altogether Muriel’s opposite. Muriel eats takeout from the car-

ton; Pia makes salads from the microgreens in her garden. Pia takes “me” time to pray and do 

yoga. She believes every word in the bible, her faith pure and unquestioning. Pia is remarka-

bly like their mother, Lidia. Or so Lidia would have Pia believe. Muriel knows better. Years 

earlier she discovered the truth about her mother’s lies—not that she’ll ever tell. 

 

The story begins on an ordinary Saturday which turns out to be anything but. When Pia calls 

Muriel out of the blue, Muriel expects the same lecture about slimming down, toning up, high-

lighting her hair, getting a better job, and moving into an elevator building. Only this time it’s 

different. Distressingly so. Pia takes the train into the city to visit her sister and leave her 

with—yet another—terrible secret she is sworn to keep.  
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Save the Dates!! 
 

Confirmation 

Practice:  Sunday, April 26 at Noon 

Service: Saturday, May 2 at 4:00 PM 

       

Members are invited and encouraged to attend in support of 

our young adults celebrating this special milestone! 

 

 

First Communion 

Sunday, May 3 at 9:45 AM service 

We have five children in First Communion class this 

year:   

 Colson Ramsburg 

 Samantha Chalupa 

 Ellie Paris 

 Lila Kennett  

 Annabelle Heydenreich 

They have been meeting with Pastor Jon a number of times since the late fall and will receive 

communion for the first time. Come celebrate with them and see the unveiling of their First 

Communion banner! 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Sunday, June 21 at 6 PM 

Mon-Thurs, June 22-25 9 AM– Noon  

$25 per child/ $50 max per family 

More information and signups will be coming soon! 
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Youth Ministry Update 
Tom Schauer, Youth Director 
 

What the Youth Have Been Doing 

Thanksgiving Pie Fundraiser - Congratulations to the Super 

FLY Group on their Thanksgiving Pie Fundraiser! Together, they 

made over $520.00 for the ELCA’s National Youth Gathering in 

Minneapolis, MN in 2021!!! The kids made Pumpkin, Blueberry 

and Apple Pies! In all, I think we made over 30 pies to sell. 

And of course, I was just going to do the regular top for a 

crust. The kids were like we need to do the lattice work on 

top, “How else will the congregation people know we 

care?” Thank you so much to Caroline D’Agostino, Su-

zanne Neuman and Susan Greco and all the kids for help-

ing make pies Saturday afternoon and selling them on 

Sunday! And thank you to everyone who bought a pie and 

supported the Youth Group! You are all awesome!!! Thank 

you!!!  

 

Fire FLY Christmas Party & Photos with Santa Event - We had a 

great time at the Photos with Santa event! Kids could come and 

have a photo taken with Santa. Then they got to go to fellowship 

hall and write letters to Santa, color Christmas pictures, make a Na-

tivity craft and an awesome Christmas favor! There was hot choco-

late too!!! All the money raised at this event went to help the Youth 

Mission Trip this summer. In all, we made over $300.00 for the trip! 

This was awesome!!! A big thank you to Erin Levental for organizing 

this great event, and also Jen Ramsburg for donating her time as a 

professional photographer! The pictures 

were amazing and just show what great 

work you do! And thank you to all the kids 

who came out for this great event! You’ re all 

awesome!!!  
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What the Youth Have Been Doing (cont’d) 

 

Service Project: Making Blankets for Kids in Foster Care – The 

FLY group had a great time making blankets for kids in foster 

care! Seven kids plus two parents from the FLY Group stayed after 

the Sunday 9:45 AM service to help cut and trim fabric to be made 

into blankets for foster kids. Beth Hempstead started this great 

project with her quilt group and asked if the kids would help out a 

little bit. The kids were really excited about it and willing 

to lend a hand. And the parents were really great too! We 

got the blankets done in about 45 min and there are a lot of 

them. Beth was going to have the kids at Philips Academy 

help with the final sewing before going off to kids in foster 

care! Thank you Beth Hempstead for helping us do this 

great project! And thank you to the kids who all helped 

out! You are all awesome!!!  You all rock!! 

 

 

Rock-A-Thon!! - The Super FLY kids got together for a Rock-A-Thon 

Fundraiser for the Youth Mission Trip. There were 11 kids that at-

tended with 3 parents. Peyton Levental did an awesome job of put-

ting this whole event together and organizing everything so it went 

so smoothly! She really did do a great job!!! The kids had family and 

church members sponsor them so every time they would get to the 

top of a wall, people would donate money to the Mission Trip to 

Reading, PA this summer!!! In all, we raised over $400.00 for the 

trip!!! Awesome job Peyton!!! Plus the kids had a great time at this 

event! If you want to know more about the 

Summer Youth Mission Trip, let Tom 

know. We do light construc-

tion and painting projects for 

homeowners in need! The 

kids have a great time work-

ing on these projects and feel 

great about being of service 

to others. Right now we have 

about 24 kids and parents 

signed up to go! It is going to 

be awesome!!!  
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What the Youth Have Been Doing (cont’d) 

 

Service Project: Meal Packaging for Lazarus House - The Fire 

FLY and FLY kids got together and packaged meals for Lazarus 

House Ministries in Lawrence. There were 12 kids involved plus 3-

4 parents! We packaged over 2400 meals to be delivered to the 

food pantry at Lazarus House! The kids did a really great job and 

had a fun time learning to be of service to others! Lazarus House 

was really happy to get the meals and were really impressed by 

the work of these kids! Thank you to all the members of the 

Faith Lutheran Church for contributing to get these meals 

packaged! The kids really enjoyed it and it was for a very 

great cause! You are all awesome!!!  

 

 

 

Lego Weekend at 

Camp Calumet - Christ the King Lutheran Church in 

Holliston, MA were on a winter weekend retreat at 

Calumet in 2017 and brought along the "The LEGO 

Mosaic of Luther's Seal" to create as a congregation. 

The Calumet staff had such a good time that they 

thought "Why not have a whole weekend dedicated to 

Legos?"  So it’s become an annual tradition, and sever-

al Faith families traveled north for President's Day 

Weekend. It was a great weekend. Thanks to every-

one who made it possible! It 

was really fun! Such a great 

time everyone had! Who 

knew Legos were so 

much fun? 
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“FLY” — Grades 6-8 

“SuperFLY” — Grades 9-12 

“Fire FLY” — Grades 3-6 
 

Wednesday Night Kids Club! 
 

Mar 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th 
Bible Theme and Games at 5:15 PM 

Family Dinner at 6:00 PM 
 

Bible Lesson, Games, and Activities for the kids. 

Dinner as a family afterwards provided!  

Nursery care too! Please join us! 

 

 Sign up in the narthex! 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt! 
Saturday, April 11 at 10:00 AM 

 
Join us for an awesome Easter Egg Hunt around the 

church! All ages welcome! Short story time before-

hand.   
 

Mother’s Day Brunch 
Sunday, May 10 

 

Breakfast pastries and casseroles provided!  

Kids will make cards at 9:45 AM to pass out at 11:00 

AM with flowers for all!   

Confirmation Camp at Calumet 
March 6-8, 2020 

 

Meet at 5:00 PM!  $100.00 per person! 

Transportation and scholarships available! 

 

The Coolest Bake Sale Eva! 
Sunday, May 31 

 

At all three services! 

April Volunteer Vacation Week! 
April 20-23, 2020; 9AM-3PM 

 
Daily Service Projects will include: 

 Animal Shelter 

 Making Meals for the Shut-Ins 

 Volunteering at the Giving Garden 

 Helping at a Homeless Shelter 

  

Come for one day, or all of them! Sign up in the 

narthex! 

 

Chili Cook-Off! 
Saturday Night, February 29 

Concert—6:00 PM 

Dinner– 6:30 PM 
 

The kids will talk about their experiences at the 

ELCA National Youth Gathering. And we will 

talk about going to the event in Minneapolis in 

2021! Then taste over 10 different kinds of chili! 

Salad, cornbread and dessert provided. Fund-

raiser for the ELCA National Youth Gathering 

next summer! Come hear why the kids want to 

participate in this great trip! Enjoy great food 

and great company! 

 

 

Go Carts & Dinner 

(and a service project!) 
Saturday, April 4 

 5:00—9:00 PM 

Youth Yard Sale! 
Saturday, May 16 

8:00 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Items can be brought into the youth room the 

week prior. Fundraiser for the Youth Mission 

Trip this summer! 



 

 

Mar 1st 

8:30 Aria Nepomnayshy 

9:45 Derecc/Laney Khiev 

11:00 TBD 

 

Mar 8th 

8:30  Samantha Chalupa 

9:45  Bobby Haltmeier 

11:00 TBD 

 

Mar 15th 

8:30  Mia Lock 

9:45  Nathanial Harrel 

11:00  TBD 

 

Mar 22nd 

8:30   Colson Ramsburg 

9:45   Michael Ellard  

11:00  Ellie Paris 

 

Mar 29th 

8:30 Aria Nepomnayshy 

9:45  Michael Ellard  

11:00 Ellie Paris 

 

 

 

 

Apr 5th 

8:30  Aria Nepomnayshy  

9:45  Derecc/Laney Khiev 

11:00 TBD  

 

Apr 12th 

8:30  Samantha Chalupa 

9:45  Bobby Haltmeier 

11:00  TBD  

 

Apr 19th 

8:30  Mia Lock 

9:45  Nathanial Harrel 

11:00  TBD  

  

 

Apr 26th 

8:30   Colson Ramsburg 

9:45   Michael Ellard  

11:00  Ellie Paris 

 

May 3rd 

8:30  Aria Nepomnayshy  

9:45  Derecc/Laney Khiev 

11:00 TBD  

 

May 10th 

8:30  Samantha Chalupa 

9:45  Bobby Haltmeier 

11:00  TBD  

 

May 17th 

8:30  Mia Lock 

9:45  Nathanial Harrel 

11:00  TBD  

  

 

May 24th 

8:30   Colson Ramsburg 

9:45   Michael Ellard  

11:00  Ellie Paris 
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Acolyte Schedule 



 

 

 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

April 5 Palm Sunday 

 8:30 AM and 9:45 AM: Ringers of Faith and the Festival 

Choir will present an extended musical meditation on 

the Passion 

 11:00 AM: Music from Rock of Ages, our Praise Band 

 

April 9 Maundy Thursday 

 12:00 noon: Service will be followed by a light lunch  

 7:00 PM: Music from Ringers of Faith and the Festival 

Choir 

 

April 10 Good Friday 

 12:00 noon: Service will be followed by a light lunch 

 7:00 PM: Music from the Festival Choir; Jeanne Hladky, 

flute; and Dave Hempstead, tenor 

 

April 12 Easter Sunday 

 6:07 AM: Outdoor sunrise service 

 8:15 AM: Music from Ringers of Faith and the Children’s 

Chimes 

 9:45 AM: Music from the Festival Choir 

 11 AM:  Music from Rock of Ages, our Praise Band 
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Additional 

Spring/Lent Worship Information at Faith 
 

March 1  First Sunday of Lent 

 Flute solo at 8:30 and 9:45 services. 

 

March 3, 10,  Mid-week Lenten Services (Tuesdays) 

17, 24, 31 Each service will begin at noon and be followed by a light 

lunch. The messages will be based on the book, “The Signs of 

Lent”. Share in this special time with friends at Faith. 

 

March 8  Second Sunday of Lent 

   Children’s Chimes play at 9:45 service. 

 

March 15  Third Sunday of Lent 

 Bell quartet plays at 8:30 and 9:45 services. 

 

March 22  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 Ringers of Faith play at 8:30 and 9:45 services, premiering our 

new quarter-octave of bass bells.  

 

May 17  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

   Children’s Chimes play at 8:30 service.  

 

May 31  Pentecost 

 Ringers of Faith play at 8:30 and 9:45 services.  
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2020 Lenten Service Series 
Noon service followed by light lunch  

 

Please join us for our series of Wednesday Lenten Services- a time of spiritual re-

flection and renewal brought to you by Communities Together, Inc.  

 

Feb. 26 Christ Church Andover  

25 Central Street - Andover  

Guest Homilist: Deacon Lou Piazza – St. Augustine Parish 

 

March 4   Chapel of Holy Family Hospital 

70 East Street - Methuen   

Guest Homilist:   Rev. Dominic Barbieri  - Chaplain at  Holy Family  

Hospital 

 

March 11  Rolling Ridge Retreat Center 

  660 Great Pond Road – North Andover 

  Guest Homilist:  Sister Claudia Blanchette – CPE Educator 

 

March 18 St. Teresa Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel  

  22 Plymouth Street - Methuen 

Guest Homilist:  Rev. Nathan Burnes – First Baptist of Methuen 

 

March 25 South Church in Andover 

  41 Central Street - Andover 

Guest Homilist:  Pastor Kim Gold –First United Methodist Church – 

North Andover 

 

April 1 St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

  90 Broadway – Methuen, MA 01844 

Guest Homilist:  Jennifer Murray - Pastor of Youth and Families at 

South Church Andover 
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Communications– Quick Reference 
 
Telephone  

Give us a call at 978-475-4059. We’re not a 24x7 office but we try to reply to mes-

sages ASAP. 

Email 

 

We have various email addresses for specific needs but which ever one you use, you will get through 

to us: 

 Pastors:  jon@faith-andover.org and/or marsha@faith-andover.org (or even just pastor@faith-andover.org)  

 

 Church council: council@faith-andover.org (individual council member email addresses can be found at 
https://faith-andover.org/wp/council/ 

 Youth Director: tom@faith-andover.org 

 Music: abby@faith-andover.org and praiseband@faith-andover.org 

 Church Administrator: shauna@faith-andover.org 

 General inquires: info@faith-andover.org  

 Submitting announcements:announcements@faith-andover.org  

Print 

Our weekly bulletin, Forward with Faith and our quarterly newsletter, Sola Fide always have “all the 

news that’s fit to print” 

Online and Social Media 

 Website (www.faith-andover.org)  

 Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/Faith.Andover)  

 Facebook Prayer Group (www.facebook.com/groups/flcprayer) 

 Instagram (www.instagram.com/faithandover) 

 Twitter (www.twitter.com/faithandover) 

 Vimeo (www.vimeo.com/user11533283) 

 Pinterest (www.pinterest.com/faithandover) 

 Tumblr (www.faithandover.tumblr.com)  

 Blogger (www.faithandover.blogspot.com) 

WiFi: SolaGratia 

Password: ph0eBeF@ith 
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360 South Main Street 

Andover, MA 01810-4824 

 

Phone: 978-475-4059 

E-mail: info@faith-andover.org 

Web address: www.faith-andover.org 

Faith Lutheran Church 

May each person feel invited to this 

community, feel equipped to use their 

gifts to the Glory of God, and feel sent 

to serve... 

Faith Lutheran 
Loving God Supremely... 

 Serving Others Joyfully 

Sola Fide/ Spring 2020 

We invite you to join us for Sunday worship 

Our Regular Worship Schedule is: 
 

8:30 AM – Traditional Worship Service 

9:45 AM – Traditional Worship Service with Senior Choir 

11:00 AM – Contemporary Worship Service with Praise Band 
 

Sunday School taught at all services; Coffee hour offered between services 


