
 

 

 Sola Fide 

Faith Lutheran is excited to welcome 

Pastor Jeanette Leisk as our new 

transitional pastor. Here is Pastor 

Jen’s biography in her own words: 

 

“I grew up in Pittsfield, MA, attend-

ing Zion Lutheran Church (where 

former pastor of Faith, Rev. Dennis 

Kohl also once served). I went to 

Tufts University where I ended up 

getting 3 degrees: BS, MS, and MD. 

After med school and residency, I 

had a primary care medical practice 

(board-certified in both internal 

medicine and pediatrics) in 

Westborough, MA which was affiliat-

ed with UMass Medical Center. In 2003, I felt a call to full time or-

dained ministry and attended United Lutheran Seminary in Gettys-

burg. I did my internship in Seattle, WA, serving a congregation as 

well as the Lutheran Public Policy Office. My first call was as associate 

pastor at St. James Lutheran Church in Gettysburg, PA. In 2014, I 

moved to Alexandria, VA where I served as pastor of Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church until returning home to Massachusetts. I am currently 

living in Lynnfield. I enjoy movies (and was an AMC A-List member 

pre-COVID), hiking, my golden retriever Beebe, Zumba, roller coast-

ers, and travel (my last trip was to Rome, Assisi, and Florence in Feb-

ruary - just before the pandemic hit). I am particularly interested in 

bringing the church into the community - both in real life and virtually 

- and am looking forward to getting to know Andover and the sur-

rounding towns. I miss singing in church - I'm an alto. I also play the 

flute and piano.” 

Welcome Pastor Jen! 
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A Letter from Pastor Jen 
 

“Love Our Neighbor: 31 Days of Kindness” 
 

In the days and weeks surrounding the presidential election, I invite 

you to remember that there is nothing more important in life than 

love. “Let us clothe ourselves with love,” Colossians says (3:14) for 

“God is love.” (1 John 4:8) 

 

In a divided country and among family members and friends who 

deeply disagree, perhaps we as people of faith can be instruments of healing. Perhaps we 

can be witnesses to a God who loves us no more and no less than those with whom we disa-

gree. 

 

Love doesn’t come naturally to us. It is a practice – a very spiritual practice. So I invite you to 

a spiritual practice for 31 days. For the month of October, could you find one way each day to 

share an act of love, an act of kindness with someone else? 

 

It doesn’t have to be complicated. Maybe it’s paying for coffee for the person behind you in 

the drive through. Maybe it’s a word of encouragement on social media. Maybe it’s a phone 

call to someone you haven’t heard from in awhile. 

 

One act of kindness, each day of October. Imagine the surprise of 

your neighbor. Imagine how you might be changed. 

 

I’ll invite you to share your creative ideas on Sundays and on social 

media.  

 

Make love as our garment.  
 

Worship Series: Holy Troublemakers 

October 4-25 
 

In his work with the Civil Rights Movement, the late congressman John Lewis often spoke 

about the importance of getting into “good trouble.” Our Bible is filled with stories of proph-

ets and apostles who were led by God into good trouble. And then of course there is our Sav-

ior Jesus Christ, who took “good trouble” onto himself all the way to the cross.  

 

During our October worship series we’ll talk about 4 people of faith – holy troublemakers - 

whose lives as followers of Jesus brought them into some good trouble. Join us Sundays on 

Zoom! 
 

 October 4: Francis of Assisi 

 October 11: Dorothy Day 

 October 18: Howard Thurman 

 October 25: Martin Luther 

“One act of 

kindness, each 

day of October– 

Imagine!” 
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Pastor Jen (cont’d) 
 

Thank You 
 

Among the many people who have blessed this church and commu-

nity with their talents and time recently, we thank: 

 

 Peggy and Joe Giordano, Clare and William Wood, and Doug 

and Mary Johnson for hosting “get to know you” gatherings in 

their backyards 

 Tom Schauer for organizing Lobster Roll Fest 

 Abby Schoppe and Ingrid Marstaller for going above and beyond during this pandemic 

coordinating music for worship 

 Chris Colford and Bill Langdell for their work with our technology needs 

 Mark Morgan and the Re-Opening Committee for working out details for our outdoor ser-

vices 

 David Kettner for painting the pastor’s office and Tyler Murray for arranging to remove 

the old and order the new furniture for the office  

 Tom Baird for sharing his passion for the Compassion Project during worship 

 

Have someone in mind we should mention in our next issue? Let Pastor Jen know. We are 

blessed! 

 

Faith Lutheran Advent 2020 Devotional 
 

Yes – you can write an Advent devotion! 

 

You are encouraged to write a brief reflection for Advent. We'll share these through e-mail 

and social media for households to use as part of their home rituals during the season of Ad-

vent. 

 

Everyone is welcome to take part - the Holy Spirit speaks to each of us in a different way and 

your reflection will bless others. 

 

What are some tips to write a reflection? Sign up for one of the Bible readings. Read the pas-

sage several times and think about how the passage connects to you and your life. Share it in 

a brief devotion - it could be two or twenty sentences.  

 

The sign up link is here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4EAFA823A02-youcan  

 

E-mail your reflection to Pastor Jen (jen@faith-andover.org) no later than November 22. 

 

Thank you in advance! 
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Council Update 
Mary Johnson, Council President 
 

Wow, what a difference six months makes! At the beginning of March the 

Church Council approved the lists of people who would serve on the Transition 

Committee as well as the Call Committee. We scheduled a congregational meet-

ing for later in April to announce those people plus conduct other business. We 

also approved the dates of May 1 for the Confirmation Service and May 2 as First 

Communion Sunday. Within two weeks the church was closed and life as we knew it changed dra-

matically. Suddenly we were worshiping by computer—certainly a new experience for all of us. 

Over the next few months we adjusted to watching recorded worship services on our website and 

holding meetings, Bible studies, meditation groups, etc. on Zoom. Then on June 12, just when some of 

us thought things couldn’t get much worse, I received a phone call that really knocked me for a 

loop—Pastor Jon told me that he and Pastor Marsha would both be retiring within about six weeks. 

When I got off the phone, I said to my husband, “What a horrible time to be president of the Church 

Council.” Doug is a much calmer person than me, and he assured me everything would work out. 

Soon I was on the phone with Pr. Sara Anderson, Associate to our Synod Bishop. Pr. Sara gave me 

some names of supply pastors and then met with the council and suggested we interview someone to 

become our transitional pastor. As everyone knows, that person turned out to be Pastor Jeanette 

Leisk. After we interviewed Pr. Jen, I think the whole council breathed a sigh of relief—we truly felt 

we had found the right person for our church. 

In August we began holding live worship services via Zoom, and we have 

had plenty of comments on the quality of the services as well as our ability 

to involve members in the service; the virtual coffee hour following the 

service is also popular with many people. A huge debt of gratitude goes to 

Abby Schoppe and Chris Colford for bringing all of this to fruition. 

Pr. Jen began working for us on September 1 and really hit the road run-

ning in spite of her own personal problems during her first two weeks. In an effort to get to know 

people and the workings of our church, she has attended meetings of the Reopening Committee, one 

of the Bible study classes, the meditation group, and the families of this year’s confirmands among 

others. She is currently planning two outdoor worship services on October 4 and 11, Confirmation 

Service on Reformation Sunday, and is lining up some socially-distanced gatherings hosted by peo-

ple in the church. The Transition Committee is also making plans to begin their work with the assis-

tance of Pr. Jen. I know that Pr. Jen is trying hard to meet as many people as possible, but that takes 

time. If you would like to contact her, she would love to hear from you; just send her an email at 

jen@faith-andover.org 

For the last six months I have sent out monthly summaries of our council meetings. Now that Sola Fide 

is publishing again, I will give all summaries in this forum. I want to thank the many people who have 

expressed support for me during these trying times. It is all very humbling, but nothing would have 

been possible without the entire council and other volunteers who have stepped forward. I look for-

ward to seeing where the Spirit leads us. 

 

I look forward to 

seeing where the 

Spirit leads us 
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Reopening Committee 
Mark Morgan, Chair 

 
Since late July, a small group of the Faith Lutheran congregation have 

been meeting as a “Reopening Committee”.  We have been discussing 

many issues and options.  One of the first steps was a survey of the Faith 

Congregation.   We would like to thank everyone for their responses.  

Overall, we received 150 responses.  Given the response in Question 

#2, it is likely that these 150 responses were representative of at least 

200-250 people in our congregation. 

The questions were pretty simple, and the results were pretty clear.  We will be using this as 

we formulate our plans for going forward.  There may be a repeat survey as conditions 

change.   

As you probably have seen, our first step is to hold outdoor services at the church on Octo-

ber 4 and 11 (see page 15 for more information). We are also considering a number of steps 

on the path to indoor services. 

You can see the graphic results of our first survey below and on the next page.  There were 

also written results that we have reviewed. 
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Reopening (cont’d) 
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Finance 
David Kettner, Council Liaison 

 
It is truly a blessing to be a part of this generous congregation.  

Thank you for your continuing financial support and gifts of ser-

vice, especially in this current time of difficulty.  

Financial Activities 

When it was necessary to close the church building, we began to be concerned about our 

financial footing.  We are pleased to report that the congregation has been very faithful in its 

giving since then, and a few more families have opted to use the Vanco option to maintain 

regular giving.  At the end of August the receipts toward the budget were $269,804 com-

pared with a plan of $307,752.  Thus, receipts are about 88% of plan.  That giving has been so 

steady is a great blessing, and reflects the congregation’s commitment and generosity.  The 

actual operating expenses were $276,828, compared with a plan of $309,699.  Actual expens-

es are $32,871 less than plan.  Recall that the plan had budgeted for a full-time pastor and a 

part-time pastor for all of 2020.  We no longer have two pastors, and that is a major reason 

why expenses are lower.  Overall, our expenses exceed receipts by about $7,024.  At pre-

sent, the financial team views this situation as manageable, but we continue to count on your 

generosity and faithfulness in maintaining your pledge in the rest of the year.  The Financial 

Secretary expects to issue third quarter statements to the congregation soon. 

Audit Status 

Since our last report we have completed the audit of 2018.  The audit reviewed: Financial 

Secretary weekly records and final statement, Treasurer Quickbook record, Bank State-

ments, Debit card disbursements, and Invoices and payment statements in Treasurer file. 

The records appeared to be complete.  Received income, both budget and non-budget, as 

reported by the Financial Secretary, TD Bank, and Treasurer track one another month to 

month.  We reviewed expenses paid out, as listed on the TD bank statements, and found no 

irregularities.  There are paper records of invoices kept by the Treasurer confirming the ex-

penses due and paid.  No irregularities were found. 

The audit of 2019 is ongoing, and is about 80% complete.  We expect to complete it soon. 

Rentals 

There has been no long term rental activity since our last report.  Further, the Church Coun-

cil has agreed that for now, we will not make the space available to outside users because of 

the issues associated with cleaning and maintaining the space during the pandemic. 

Endowment Fund 

In the last Sole Fide we discussed the creation of an Endowment Fund.  This work is now on 

hold in consideration of the larger issues facing the Church Council.  We hope to renew our 

work in this area when we are able to have a fully functioning church again. 
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Transition Committee 
John Breiland, Chair 
 

Faith Lutheran Church has a Transition Committee made up of 

13 of the members of the Congregation. The purpose of this 

team is to do a Ministry Site Profile of the congregation that will 

go to the New England Synod. This survey will be used to help 

select a new pastor for the congregation. The goal of the com-

mittee is to correctly reflect the wishes, strengths and weak-

nesses of our congregation so that possible Pastoral candidates 

will know more about us. 

We had our first Zoom meeting on September 23rd. 

The members of the committee are: John Breiland (Chair), Chris Banta, Susan Eliasen, Kathy 

Faulk, Dave Hempstead, Jeanne Hladky, David Kress, Erin Levental, Ingrid Marstaller, Kevin 

Maschhoff, Jackie Morrissy, Craig Saline and Lynn Wong. 

If you have thoughts, concerns, or wishes about our church that you want to be considered, 

please contact John Breiland or other members of the committee. We’re all together. Let’s 

make this work. 

 
 

Did You Know? 
 

Our “parent” organization, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA), has been fully committed to inclusion and diversity 

since 2009. 

 

Back in January, Faith became a member of Welcoming Faiths, a 

coalition of Merrimack Valley congregations seeking to promote af-

firmation and inclusion for LGBTQIA+* individuals and families. Bill 

Langdell and Chris Colford attended the January 28th meeting and 

discovered a vibrant, compassionate, and committed group. Visit 

http://www.welcomingfaiths.org for more. 

 

The pandemic has severely limited the group’s activities since March. Meanwhile, Faith has 

created a subcommittee to begin exploring what being welcoming means for us. 

 

* LGBTQIA+ is an acronym that tries to encompass the human spectrum of sexuality and gen-

der. Visit https://bestlifeonline.com/what-lgbtqia-means to learn more  
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Property 
Tyler Murray, Council Liaison 

 
I'd like to thank everyone who has helped keep our church in tip top 

shape throughout the summer. Special thanks go out to Mike Sico and 

Bob Fownes for mowing the lawn, and to Lolly Wigall and Sue Eliasen 

for making sure the gardens will look great for our outdoor services. 

 

Inside of the church we are working on refreshing the Pastor's office with a new coat of paint 

and replacing some of the worn furniture. Thanks to David Kettner for volunteering to paint 

this space! 

 

I will be putting together a church cleanup day in mid-October to take care of a few things 

around the property before the snow flies, if anyone is interested in helping, please feel free 

to reach out to me at property@faith-andover.org. I am planning to hold this on a Saturday 

or Sunday afternoon in October, and will be sure to follow all social distancing and mask 

guidelines.  

 

As the weather cools down, I will be making sure the thermostats are appropriately set to 

prevent any issues with winter weather in our facility.  

 

I'm looking forward to the day when we can all gather safely at church again, but until then I 

hope everyone stays healthy and safe.  
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Christian Education 
Rhonda Boudreau, Council Liaison 
 

Upcoming Sunday School (on Saturday) Events 

Please sign up ahead of time so we can be sure you have the 

supplies you need! The sign-up link is with each event descrip-

tion. 

 Prayer, Pajamas and Pizza Party! 

Saturday, October 17, 5:00 - 6:30 PM 

 

We'll gather online in our pj's and our favorite pizza 

(or other dinner item) and learn about prayer. There 

will be time for story, singing, craft, and of course prayer! Pastor Jen is looking 

forward to meeting the children in our congregation, so we hope you can make 

it!  Invite your friends! 

Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4EAFA823A02-prayer   

 

 Advent Adventure! 

Saturday, November 14, 3:00 - 4:30 PM 

 

The season of Advent takes place during the four weeks before Christmas. We'll 

gather online to learn about Advent and make our own family Advent wreaths to 

use at home throughout the season. We'll need to get supplies to you, so please 

sign up by November 10 - and invite your friends! 

Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4EAFA823A02-adventure 

 

Volunteers 

In the meantime, Tom Boyle has agreed to step up as Sunday school superintendent when 

we are able to run the program safely. We could use another volunteer to work with him. 

We are also looking for a Sunday School Registrar and teachers. If you are interested or 

need more information, please contact Rhonda Boudreau at rbouda6@gmail.com  
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Isaiah 54:13 - All your children shall be taught by the LORD,  

and great shall be the peace of your children. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+54%3A13&version=ESV


 

 

Social Ministry 
Mark Morgan, Council Liaison 

 
Habitat For Humanity 

 

Habitat for Humanity is taking some small volunteer groups back and have COVID-19 safety 

protocols in place on the site such as wearing masks, keeping six feet apart, hand sanitizer, 

etc. We are forming a small group for a Faith Lutheran build day every month for our home at 

8 Lupine Road in Andover.  Sign-in will take place from 8:00 to 8:30 am. Faith Member Tom 

Baird, a Habitat for Humanity Site Supervisor, has been lending his expertise to the Merri-

mack Valley Organization for many years. You do not have to be a building expert or have 

specialized skills to contribute to the projects. There will always be a job for you regardless 

of your skill level. Faith Members aged 16+ can volunteer the second Saturday of each 

month at any of the various build projects in the Merrimack Valley area. Contact Tom Baird 

for more details at tombaird739@gmail.com. 

Compassion Sunday  

September 13th was Compassion Sunday at Faith Lutheran Church. Compassion Internation-

al is a Christian child sponsorship program for kids living in poverty where you can sponsor 

a child for $38 per month and exchange letters with them. Compassion helps provide chil-

dren with an education, a safe place for kids to go during the day, food, healthcare, and oth-

er basic necessities. To help change the life of a child living in poverty, go to   

https://www.compassion.com/sponsor_a_child/?referer=605437 

Wildfire Aid: Lutheran Disaster Response  

Fueled by a heat wave and unfavorable winds, wildfires have 

erupted across California, Oregon, Washington and other west-

ern states. At least 20 people have died, hundreds of thousands 

of people are under evacuation orders and more than 3.5 million 

acres have burned across the three states, all this  during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with Lutheran social service 

agencies and synods to assess the situation and determine the best ways to respond. We ex-

pect immediate needs may include food and other necessities, as well as emotional and spir-

itual care for those who have been traumatized. What you can do:  

 

 Pray: Please pray for the communities that lie in the paths of wildfires in the western Unit-

ed States. May God's healing presence give them peace and hope in their time of need. 

Pray that God will deliver comfort to those who mourn and strength to those working dili-

gently to contain the fires and care for affected communities.  

 Give: Your gifts will support wildfire survivors. Gifts to "U.S. Wildfires" will be used in full 

(100%) to assist those affected by wildfires until the response is complete. Or make a 

general donation to Lutheran Disaster Response so we can respond to disasters whenever 

and wherever they strike.  
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Communications 
Chris Colford, Council Liaison 

 
Delivering Church 
 

Despite the pandemic, we managed to “deliver” Sunday worship services without interruption. Pas-

tor Jon began recording worship services right after we closed the doors. We switched to live Zoom 

worship services as of August 2nd. Check out our “attendance” below. Values are up to date as of 

9/16. 

 

Columns to the right of Zoom Attendance relate to the video recordings of our worship services 

hosted on Vimeo.com. The Impressions column shows the number of times a video’s page was visit-

ed. The Views columns shows the number of times a video page’s PLAY button was clicked. Finishes 

represents the number of viewers who viewed the video all the way to completion. Percent Viewed 

is the percentage of the video viewed, on average.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Visits to the video page whether PLAY is clicked or not 
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Date 

Zoom 

Attendance 

  

Impressions* 

  

Views 

  

Finishes 

Percent 

Viewed 

13-Sep 47 157 29 1 76 

6-Sep 70 404 49 8 60 

30-Aug 48 303 39 4 51 

23-Aug 46 550 50 5 50 

16-Aug 45 683 47 8 50 

9-Aug 44 941 78 13 47 

2-Aug 56 797 37 3 36 

26-Jul - 837 200 58 61 

19-Jul - 1,083 115 19 56 

12-Jul - 810 92 15 61 

5-Jul - 708 70 12 65 

28-Jun - 262 90 21 73 

21-Jun - 814 122 17 45 

14-Jun - 1,136 113 20 54 

7-Jun - 1,211 136 23 57 

31-May - 257 104 18 53 

24-May - 519 120 22 66 

17-May - 502 122 22 63 

10-May - 631 164 28 59 

3-May - 1,099 142 32 61 

26-Apr - 608 159 43 57 

19-Apr - 569 119 25 64 

12-Apr - 961 259 81 59 

5-Apr - 1,119 225 61 59 

15-Mar - 998 201 41 49 

22-Mar - 570 124 26 29 

29-Mar - 151 66 9 32 



 

 

Worship & Music 
Abby Schoppe, Music Director 

 
O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the earth. Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of 

his salvation from day to day. – Psalm 96:1-2 

While all have suffered during this pandemic, musicians have faced a particularly brutal blow, 

as we have had to accept that, for now, we are unable to sing or play wind instruments while 

physically together. Making music is a deeply incarnational event: as I have written before, 

when we sing, word is quite literally made flesh. I have always believed that part of what makes 

choral music so sacred, and so central to the worship lives of many, is the fact that it is a commu-

nal act. We breathe together. We articulate together. We are deeply attuned to each other and 

react to each other in real time. All things that, for now, are not safe to do. 

And yet we are still called to fulfill the psalmist’s command to sing praises. I am so proud of the 

very speedy pivot we at Faith were able to make toward a “virtual” music ministry. We are one 

of only a handful of churches around the country who have been able to maintain full ensembles 

for every single piece of music, every single week. No, it’s not the same. Yes, we have 

(temporarily) lost the experience of making music together. And yet, in all things, there are 

blessings to be found. Our current Virtual Choir is substantially larger than Faith’s choir has ev-

er been before: not only have the majority of our usual singers continued to faithfully submit 

their recordings week after week, but we’ve picked up many new singers, ranging from congre-

gation members who were simply never available for Thursday-night rehearsals, to former choir 

members who have moved away (Andrew and Kayleigh Mort sing with us every week from Pitts-

burgh), to colleagues of mine whose churches have not been able to develop similar programs 

and who deeply miss the opportunity to sing hymns. 

And these surprising blessings aren’t limited to the 

Senior Choir! Our Virtual Praise Team sounds better 

than ever, since the mixing process allows for a better 

blend than was ever easily achievable in the sanctu-

ary! Our Virtual Bell Choir is playing with terrific pre-

cision, since they now have a track with me counting 

in their ears whenever they play! (Convincing them to 

forego this aid when we can someday resume ringing 

in person may be a challenge!) Perhaps best of all, 

while my attempts to create an in-person Children’s 

Choir had languished for nine years, we now have a 

robust and talented Virtual Children’s Choir! More blessings: The choir was able to lead our 

congregational song for the entire summer, instead of taking their usual three-month hiatus. And 

a wide variety of congregants have offered their gifts for our anthems – the diversity in ages, in-

struments, and genres has been astounding! 

I could go on, but perhaps it is best to conclude by listing some of the special music that is com-

ing up in the weeks ahead (see next page). While the schedule for the next couple of months is 

already full, if you are interested in providing special music for a later date, please don’t hesi-

tate to let me know, and I will work you into the schedule!  
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Worship & Music (cont’d) 
 
All of you who make music – whether by singing in the choirs, playing bells, 

playing another instrument, or simply singing into your computer screen on 

Sunday mornings – are the greatest blessing I have received during this time 

of the pandemic. Thank you, over and over, for your devoted and amazing 

ministry. Here is the preview of upcoming special music: 
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October 4   Feast of St. Francis  

Sara Bidwell, Kayleigh Mort, and Dave Schweizer will sing Robert C. Lau’s 

“Come and Sing.” 

October 11  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  Our Virtual Bell Choir will play Linda Lamb’s arrangement of “Jesus Shall 

Reign.” Please note that this will mark the debut of our full fifth octave of 

bells; the last quarter-octave, which we had ordered in January, arrived a 

few weeks after the lockdown began in March. We are so excited to finally 

be able to use these bells in worship! 

October 18   Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

  Our Virtual Children’s Choir will sing Mark Patterson’s “How Majestic Is 

Your Name.” 

October 25   Reformation Sunday 

  Jeanne Hladky will play Stan Pethel’s arrangement of “The Church’s One 

Foundation.” 

November 1  All Saints Sunday 

  Beth Haltmeier, Elizabeth Blood, Jennifer Boyum, William Wood, Kevin 

Maschhoff, and Andrew Mort will sing Charles Villiers Stanford’s “Beati 

quorum via.” 

November 8  Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

   Our Virtual Bell Choir will play Ron Mallory’s “Gentleness.” 

November 15 Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

   Bill Frank will sing the popular Gospel song “I’ll Fly Away.” 

November 22  Christ the King Sunday 

  Our worship will be a review of the church year, in which we will sing 

hymns appropriate for all seasons! 

November 29  First Sunday of Advent 

   Our Virtual Children’s Choir will sing Mark Patterson’s “Advent Prayer.” 

 



 

 

October Outdoor Worship 

Sunday, October 4 and October 11 at 1PM 

Faith is planning outdoor worship services (in addition to the 

9:45 AM online services) for October 4th and 11th at 1:00 PM, 

weather permitting. A decision will be made by 7pm on Saturday 

the evening prior, if we need to cancel - check the church web-

site.  

With current COVID-19 guidelines, we are limited to 42 people, so a sign-up is necessary. 

Please sign-up on the Faith website, under “October Outdoor Worship”. If you are not able 

to access the sign-up online, Shauna in the church office can take sign-ups by phone (978-

475-4059). 

The worship service will be a spoken service of prayer, readings, and a homily along with a 

service project. As we listen to the Sunday sounds of the outdoors, we will celebrate God’s 

creation – and in particular, on October 4th, we will give thanks for the forests. Those attend-

ing are invited to bring a mum or two and after the service we will plant them around the 

church grounds. 

The re-opening committee has developed procedures for the service to assure safety. Please 

plan to wear masks (those over 2 years old), stay at least six feet apart from those not living 

in your household, and bring your own lawn chair. Park in the north parking lot and stay in 

your car until an usher directs you. 

Please do not attend if you are experiencing any symptoms such as fever (100.0 and above) 

or chills, cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, fatigue, headache, muscle/body aches, run-

ny nose/congestion, new loss of taste or smell, or nausea, vomiting or diarrhea. Also do not 

attend if you have had close contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19 or have been 

advised to self-quarantine by a health official. 

We look forward to worshiping together safely! 

 

Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, October 4 at 9:45AM (via Zoom) 

St. Francis Day is a Sunday this year and your pet is invited to online 

worship! Many of them have already been attending… but I’m a little 

concerned that sometimes they don’t seem quite as engaged as they 

could be. During the prayers at the 9:45 AM online service, we will 

pray for your pets as we give thanks for the life and witness of St. Fran-

cis who was a friend to the animals.  
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Confirmation 

Sunday, October 25 

We are pleased to celebrate with our 2020 Confirmands. They will 

affirm their baptismal faith on Reformation Sunday. Details about the 

service are still being worked out but we give thanks for these 

young men and women who will publicly affirm their faith: 

AJ D’Agostino  Sophie Hodge 

Joe Ellard   Sydney Chalupa 

Jurgen Martin  Kate Colbert 

Elise Kuberski  Oscar Gress 

Corey LaBreque  Matt Morrissey 

 

Blessed Are Those Who Mourn 

All Saints Sunday, November 1 

During worship on All Saints Sunday we will include the remembrance of 

loved ones who have died in prayer. Please share names with Shauna 

(shauna@faith-andover.org) by October 28. 

Also, if you have a photograph that you’d like included in a video montage 

during worship that day, please send it to Pastor Jen (jen@faith-

andover.org) by October 28. 

 

Bible Study 

Tuesday mornings at 10:00AM via Zoom 

The Tuesday Bible Study continues its study of the Gospel of Mark; members will be leading 

the group through chapters 9 and 10. Meetings run until about 11:30.  Contact the church of-

fice for Zoom information. 

 

Study and Meditation 

Saturday mornings at 9:00AM via Zoom 

The Bible Study/Meditation group meets via Zoom every Saturday at 9:00 AM. If you would 

like to attend, please email socialministry@faith-andover.org for the login details.  

P a ge  1 6   S o la  Fi d e  F a ll  2 02 0  



 

 

Women’s Retreat 
Weekend of October 23-25 

 

The annual Women's Retreat at Camp Calumet is sched-

uled for Friday evening October 23rd through Sunday 

afternoon Oct 25th. Cindy Schatz has information on how 

Calumet is working to make the camp a safe place for 

everyone. If you are interested in going, please email 

her this week at schatzca@msn.com.  

 

 

Chick Lits  
Tuesday, October 6 

Book: “March” by Geraldine Brooks  

Hostess: Zoom 

       

The story of the absent father from Louisa May Alcott’s Little 

Women—and conjures a world of brutality, stubborn courage 

and transcendent love. An idealistic abolitionist, March has 

gone as chaplain to serve the Union cause. But the war tests his 

faith not only in the Union—which is also capable of barbarism 

and racism—but in himself. As he recovers from a near-fatal ill-

ness, March must reassemble and reconnect with his family, 

who have no idea of what he has endured. A love story set in a 

time of catastrophe, March explores the passions between a 

man and a woman, the tenderness of parent and child, and the 

life-changing power of an ardently held belief.  

 

Sneak Peek!  

Tuesday, December 1 

Book: “Before We Were Yours” by Lisa Wingate  

 

If you wish to join us or would like to be put on the email list for future books, dates, and loca-

tion please email Peggy Giordano at peggygior@comcast.net.  
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Fellowship Update 
Tom Schauer (our man in Gloucester) 
 

Lobster Roll Fest – There were eight people who en-

joyed a socially distanced lobster roll lunch with some 

friends from church for the first ever Lobster Roll Fest on 

a Thursday in early September. What a great way to 

have some fellowship at church but still be outside! Eve-

ryone brought their own lawn chairs and utensils and 

drinks and we sat overlooking the ocean six feet apart! We met on a 

grassy section along the Boulevard in Gloucester. It was a really 

great day and a really beautiful view! Thank you Tom for ordering 

and picking up the lobster rolls from the Seaport Grill. The weather 

was perfect and so was the company. It was so much nicer than just 

seeing people on Zoom. That is good too, but whenever you can 

get outside, that is a great thing to do!!!  

 

Lobster Roll Fest 2.0 – It was so great! There was enough interest 

with people that we wanted to do it again!! Lobster Roll Fest 2.0 is 

in the books! What a great night! There were 30 of us that partici-

pated. We went down to the Boulevard in Gloucester, this time 

around 5:30 PM. We enjoyed some great Lobster Rolls! We sat in a 

circle six feet apart. Then there was some social distanced conver-

sation with masks on. The great thing was we got to talk with our 

new Transitional Pastor Jeanette Leisk– she is really great!!! And it 

was even a nice night for us too!!! It had been kind of cold all 

week, but it was very warm that night! And the Lobster Rolls were 

great!!! Thank you to everyone who came out for this nice evening

– you’re all awesome! I think we should try this out next year too!!! 
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Youth Ministry Update 
Tom Schauer, Youth Director 
 

What the Youth Have Been Doing 

Super Fly – Paddle Boarding Trip! – We had a really great time 

at the first event for the High School Youth Group of the Church. 

We went Paddle Boarding and Kayaking on the Charles River in 

Boston!!! There were seven of us and we had great fun. We met at 

that Alston/Brighton rental place, paddled about 2-3 miles 

down the river, went past my old school (Go BU!), and 

then paddled back. Saw some good views of the Boston 

skyline and the Citgo sign. And most importantly, the kids 

had a great time!!! A big thank you to Dawn DiPersio and 

Pam Chalupa for chaperoning this morning. You did a 

great job!!! The kids picked up paddle boarding really 

quickly and we all decided we want to do this next year. 

We want to go even farther next year though. And the 

great thing was we were all socially distanced! It was real-

ly awesome! Thank you all for all your support on this!!! 

 

Fire Fly – Backyard Campfire! – The Backyard Campfire 

at the Levental’s House was awesome on Sunday! We had 

outside relay games (think egg on the spoon relay), dizzy 

bat relay and water balloon toss with great prizes!!! Then 

we had a great devotions and talked about Psalm 27 - “The 

Lord is my Light and salvation, of whom shall I be afraid.” 

We asked the kids if there was ever a time when they were 

afraid and if anyone ever helped them out. We can have 

some very bad days, but we look to God as the Ultimate 

Helper! I think they really understand this!!! I read the 

book, “I Wish You More”. Then we had a 

great time making S’mores!!! In all, there 

were seven kids who participated and many 

parents! Pastor Jen even joined in the fun! It 

was really awesome!!! A big thank you to Alex 

& Erin Levental for hosting this event! You 

guys are awesome and we couldn’t have 

done it without you! You all rock!!  
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What the Youth Have Been Doing (cont’d) 

 

Fly – Outdoor Movie Night with Pizza! – We all had a great time 

for the Fly Outdoor Movie showing on September 25. We watched 

“McFarland USA” on the big screen outside. Families brought 

their blankets and lounge chairs and we all were socially dis-

tanced six feet apart. Everyone had their masks on. The movie was 

great! It followed a down on his luck coach who started a Cross 

Country team in McFarland, CA and how he led the team 

on to the state championships in their first year. It was 

amazing! The issues the movie dealt with are still pertinent 

today. We served popcorn and drinks and there was pizza 

for dinner! It was really awesome! It was a great time! So 

fun to see each other and still be outside!!! What a way to 

be safer and still have fellowship at the church. You can’t 

beat it!  

 

 

 

And so much more!! - Even in the midst of a pandemic, our youth 

worked hard to stay connected and contribute to the community. 

We are especially thankful for:  

 All our youth that contributed music videos for virtual worship 

 Camille Storch, Peyton Levental (with a little help from her sister 

Colby) and the Matuza/Nepomnayshy family who each organized  a 

food drive for Lazarus House or Neighbors in Need  

 Faith’s high school graduates: Aidan Colbert, Joe Hartzell, Mat-

thew Wong, Tommy Wagner, Kyra Hoffman, Jacob Mini, Madison 

Renken, Jimmy Boyle, Molly Haltmeier and Laura Mahaniah 

 Virtual FLY, SuperFLY and Wednesday Night Kid’s Club meet-

ings to stay connected 
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Upcoming Youth Events 
 

 Special Note: Faith is excited to offer these activities which are in accordance with 

current guidelines from public health officials, but all activities are subject to change 

based on guidance from our Reopening Committee and approval by the Church 

Council. 

 

“Fire FLY” — Grades 3-6 

Outdoor Hayride & Campfire At Smolak Farms! 
Sunday, October 18 at 5:00 PM 

$10.00 per person, Scholarships available 
 

Smolak Farms in North Andover! Limit to only 15 participants! Younger 

kids can join! Social Distance and Masks! Old Fashioned Hay Ride to 

Campfire on top of a hill under the stars! Apple Cider and Apple Cider 

Donuts! Story Time and Devotions with Tom! 

 

Halloween Costume Contest & Outdoor Movie Night!!! 
Saturday, October 31 at 5:00 PM 
 

Wear your Costumes for the Contest! Prizes for different categories! 

Prepackaged Goodie Bags with Candy! Popcorn, Drinks and Pizza 

outside! Family Friendly Halloween Movie! 
 
 

Christmas Family Craft Making! 
Sunday, December 20 at 5:00 PM 
 

Each family can make a contemporary Christmas Candle Holder for your 

own home!!! 

 

“FLY” — Grades 6-8 

Food Packaging Event  For Lazarus House!!! 
Friday, October 23 at 3:00 PM 

 

Help make Food Packages for Lazarus House Food Pantry! Each pack-

age of food feeds a family of four for one meal. We want to try to pack-

age more then a 1000 meals! Socially Distanced assembly line. Masks 

required. Limited to 12 people. Please talk to Tom with questions or 

more information! 
 

(Turn page for even MORE events!) 
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Youth Events (cont’d) 
 

“FLY” — Grades 6-8 (cont’d) 

Family Hike - Mount Major in Alton, NH!! 
Saturday, November 7 at 10:00 AM 

 

About an hour hike to the top of the mountain with beautiful views of 

Lake Winnipesaukee! We will eat lunch at the top and hike down! This 

is a great first hike for everyone! 
 

Blanket Making! 
Saturday, December 12 at 2:00PM 

 

We will be making blankets for kids in  Foster Homes! And for the 

homeless. Please join us! 
 

 

“SuperFLY” — Grades 9-12 

Outside Food Drive for Lazarus House! 
Week of October 5-10  
 

The SuperFLY group  will be collecting Food Items for Lazarus House! Collection bin will be 

at the side entrance of the church.  Please drop off food items anytime in the box provided 

and sign your name. Items that are needed are Peanut Butter, Canned Tuna or Chicken, Box-

es of Cereal, Canned Beans, Canned Vegetables, Pasta, Rice, Mac and Cheese Boxes and 

Pasta Sauces! The Youth Group will package it together and bring it 

over to Lazarus House on Sat! Thank you for your support!  

 

Walking Relay Through The Night! 
November 13th 12:00 PM – November 14th 12:00 PM 

 

To Benefit Lazarus House- Sign up online for an hour shift! 

 

Christmas Party! 
Outside Campfire and Hot Chocolate! 

Saturday, December  5 at 6:00 PM 

 

Please join us for a great time over at someone’s house for great con-

versation, hot chocolate and s’mores! More details to come! 
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Communications– Quick Reference 
 
Telephone  

Give us a call at 978-475-4059. We’re not a 24x7 office but we try to reply to mes-

sages ASAP. 

Email 

 

We have various email addresses for specific needs but which ever one you use, you will get through 

to us: 

 Pastor Jen:  jen@faith-andover.org  (or even just pastor@faith-andover.org)  

 

 Church council: council@faith-andover.org (individual council member email addresses can be found at 
https://faith-andover.org/wp/council/ 

 Youth Director: tom@faith-andover.org 

 Music: abby@faith-andover.org and praiseband@faith-andover.org 

 Church Administrator: shauna@faith-andover.org 

 General inquires: info@faith-andover.org  

 Submitting announcements:announcements@faith-andover.org  

Print 

Our weekly bulletin, Forward with Faith and our quarterly newsletter, Sola Fide always have “all the 

news that’s fit to print” 

Online and Social Media 

 Website (www.faith-andover.org)  

 Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/Faith.Andover)  

 Instagram (www.instagram.com/faithandover) 

 Twitter (www.twitter.com/faithandover) 

 Vimeo (www.vimeo.com/user11533283/albums) 

 Tumblr (www.faithandover.tumblr.com)  

 Blogger (www.faithandover.blogspot.com) 

WiFi: SolaGratia 

Password: ph0eBeF@ith 
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360 South Main Street 

Andover, MA 01810-4824 

 

Phone: 978-475-4059 

E-mail: info@faith-andover.org 

Web address: www.faith-andover.org 

Faith Lutheran Church 

May each person feel invited to this 

community, feel equipped to use their 

gifts to the Glory of God, and feel sent 

to serve... 

Faith Lutheran 
Loving God Supremely... 

 Serving Others Joyfully 

Sola Fide/ Fall 2020 

All are welcome to join us for Online Sunday worship: 
 

9:45 AM – Blended Worship Service via Zoom 
 

 To receive the meeting ID and passcode, please send an email to the church office 

at shauna@faith-andover.org. 

 Stay after the online service for “virtual coffee hour” 

 For those who would prefer to worship at a later time, recordings of our services 

are available to view at your convenience on Vimeo. 

mailto:shauna@faith-andover.org
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6377027

