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What We Are Thankful for Today at Faith 

 
 

 

Thankful for What? 
 

Pastor Jon, September 14, 2013 

     Perfunctory gratitude is fairly easy.  I am uncertain how meaningful and spiritual it 
is.  By perfunctory gratitude I mean the "I am thankful for my family, house, food, etc.," 
approach.  I think it is real enough, I just do not know how spiritually meaningful it is. 

     I suggest taking gratitude to a different level of spiritual awareness, making gratitude 
more specific in a manner that demonstrates awareness of the little things.  I am 
grateful for the way in which my spouse added onions and fresh garlic to the spaghetti 
sauce.  I am grateful for the maple tree with its green, yellow and red leaves.  I am 
grateful for the changing of the seasons and cold air this morning which became the 
warm air of the afternoon.  I am grateful for the smell after the rain. 

     At an even different level of spiritual awareness we move beyond gratefulness for our 
sake and we become grateful for what others experience.  I am grateful for the joy my 
spouse found in speaking with a friend this evening.  I am grateful my friend had a 
chance to find balance by taking a walk.  I am grateful the person I spoke with this 
morning is so happy with their work situation.  I am so grateful we are not bombing Syria 
and are working a diplomatic path. 

     I hope you can see the development from what can be a perfunctory ritualistic 
thanksgiving - to a thanksgiving for more specific and perhaps simplistic blessings - to a 
gratefulness for that which happens far beyond our selves.  This movement necessitates 
we have a certain level of consciousness or spiritual awareness.  When we maintain a 
thanksgiving practice, which is what we are trying to do at FAITH this fall, we move 
toward such a consciousness.  Gotta do the work. 
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Saturday, Aug. 31, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful for a breakfast at Camp Calumet, it is one of my favorite things ever. 
* I am thankful for my friends who lift me up. 
* And I am thankful for the Light in all of us that never ends.  And the ability to share 
that light with others, and never know how far it will go.  Like stones making many 
ripples on a lake! 

Contributed by: ath 
* Saying goodnight to my kids and getting a few extra tidbits about their day. 
* Watching the birds, chipmunks, and squirrels interacting at the bird feeders. 
* Enjoying the last few days of summer. 
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Tuesday, Sep. 3, 2013 
Contributed by: Nick 

* The successes we have enjoyed as a family this year. 
* The time we spent with grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins this summer. 
* Having choices in life. 

Private contributor 
* A good first day at school.  I didn't get lost and I remembered my locker combination. 

Contributed by: Tom 
* I am thankful for a worship family that feels like home and the people in it that all 
feel like supportive friends! 
* I am thankful for a roof over my head, food to eat and a bed to come home to after a 
few days in a tent in the rain. 
* I am thankful for my friend, my dog Jackson.  Even when I don't have time for him or 
walk him as much as I should, he still sits by me, is always happy to see me and loves 
me just the same! 
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Wednesday, Sep. 4, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful for a note from a friend with kind words that was very affirming! 
* I am thankful for a late night dinner that was very good and healthy too! 
* I am thankful for getting a lot of work done today and a late night walk with Jackson 
just as the sun was going down! 

Contributed by: Ann 
* Taking a walk with my husband and enjoying the nice cool evening.  Saying "hello" to 
everyone else out walking. 
* Helping my parents solve a problem with their home network by phone! 
* I am thankful for my brother, who is a very caring person. 

Contributed by: Ingrid Marstaller 
* A beautiful summer vacation with several opportunities to fellowship with friends we 
don't see often enough. 
* Piano students who enjoy practicing! 
* My kids going back to school! 

Contributed by: jh 
* I really appreciate it when I live with slow mind and can drive along and absorb the 
beauty of the trees;  
* Great email relaying good news; another email which just resonated with excitement 
for the fall; one of the kids from the church is listed as a key person for his team in 
2013!  I am happy for him; and another kid scored a goal for his soccer team (I thought 
he quit soccer for running so that is terrific) 
* Wonderful dinner with the wife in the backyard, who made special Indian foods.  We 
had a grand time arranging our fantasy football teams too!  
* A nice long conversation with someone with whom I do not usually have long 
conversations.  Very meaningful to me. 
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Thursday, Sep. 5, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful that I had the chance to get a lot done today.  Including drying out a 
tent and putting it away. 
* I am thankful for a morning run. 
* I am thankful a nice dinner and the really nice weather today! 

Private contributor 
* Walk today - what a gorgeous day! 
* Healthy, wonderful family. 
* Working with good people everyday 

Private contributor 
* Giggles and laughs around the dinner table this evening.  
* A good start to the school year...one as a freshman in high school, where old friends 
don't get to see each other as often as in middle school. 
* Beautiful weather to kick off the fall season, after some great rain earlier this week. 

Contributed by: Jay 
* The fantastic weather. 
* A walk with my bff. 
* Receiving an email from our son who is in Saudia Arabia for 3 weeks. 

Private contributor 
* A quiet walk around a nearby lake listening to the wind, birds, and bugs (wow, they 
are loud). 
* How much more helpful my teenagers are around the house without even asking! 
* Listening to the laughter and joy in the conversations of kids at the playground. 
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Friday, Sep. 6, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful to be able to sit with a friend in his time of need.  
* I am thankful for all those challenges we face.  Meeting then one step at a time with 
a little help from our friends... And God holding us up!!! 
* I am thankful for a dog who licked my face when I came home today. 

Contributed by: ah 
* Today I put in my volunteer time whacking weeds at the soccer fields for the local 
youth soccer association and it feels good to contribute. 
* I am thankful for the local county parks.  Great places for anyone to walk or ride a 
bike on the beautifully maintained trails. 
* At dinner tonight our corny jokes created a smile and almost made our teenager 
laugh out loud. I am thankful for those light-hearted moments. 

Contributed by: jh 
* I was thrilled my wife chose to stay at the cabin tonight instead of driving home.  I 
just hope she enjoys a good Saturday there.  
* I have put off - for months! - doing any yard work.  Today I spent the whole day 
trimming bushes. Golly, it feels good to get stuff done I hate to do.  Pretty tired too! 
* I am very thankful a friend has a new opportunity before her.  

Private contributor 
* Healthy Children. 
* A supportive Husband. 
* A beautiful Sunny Day. 

Private contributor 
* A smooth morning where kids did what they needed to do on their own to be ready 
for school 
* Long quiet walk with the dog on a cool brisk morning. 
* The team of support who is helping my child to grow, mature and overcome his 
obstacles, amazing where we are now compared to even just a couple years ago. 
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Saturday, Sep. 7, 2013 
Private contributor 

* My parents celebrated their 56th Wedding Anniversary today! 
* I am thankful for the many volunteers who make Sunday school a fun time for kids to 
make friends and learn. 
* I enjoy watching my daughter play soccer even though her teams have not won very 
many games.  I am glad that it's the friendships and joy of playing that keeps her 
participating every year. 

Contributed by: SLM 
* Boating on a beautiful, cool, blue-skyed day. 
* Having my whole family HOME today (fighting, playing, giggling, working - living). 
* The doctors who have worked hard to master their skills, foregone and sacrificed 
much in their lives, and dedicated their lives, to have a career of helping people heal. 
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Sunday, Sep. 8, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful for waking up this morning and looking forward to going to church. It 
always gives me a sense of peace, and I look forward to it.  Sundays are kind of cool 
that way! 
* I am thankful for visiting with many people.  There are many kind souls at the 
church, and I am thankful for the conversations I had today.  
* I am thankful the 10-20 kids who played kickball today and they all seemed to have a 
good time!  It was great to see them playing and interacting with one another without 
any distractions.  Did my heart good!  I am thankful for a successful Rally Day!!!  And 
all the volunteers that made it happen!!! 

Private contributor 
* I can still listen to Pastor Jon's sermons on the website even though we have moved 
out of state.  I appreciate how his message often relates to everyday living. 
* I am thankful for my husband's good sense of humor.  He can jar me from a foul 
mood with a bad joke. 
* My siblings are always able to pull together to support our elderly parents even 
though we live in four different states. 

Contributed by: Jay 
* Seeing and visiting with Steve Rothmann.  
* The opportunity to spend the day resting and recharging for the week ahead. 
* A nice walk on a beautiful September day with my bff. 

Contributed by: Jenny Vanasse 
* I am thankful for Pastor Jon's inspirational message and challenge to "Be The One". 
* I am thankful for the time, sacrifice and commitment of my kid's coaches, teachers, 
adult leaders, Youth Leader Tom and all the other adults in their lives.  It truly takes a 
village. 
* I am thankful for a little quiet time to read on a Sunday afternoon. 
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Monday, Sep. 9, 2013 
Contributed by: Elise (age 7)  

* I am thankful for a new baby coming into our family.  
* I am thankful for my Dad filling in for my soccer coach.  
* I am thankful for my mom’s homemade chocolate chip cookies.  

Contributed by: Tom 
* I am thankful for a long run today.  It is nice to be able to get back to running. 
* I am thankful for being able to make dinner tonight.  It was pretty healthy too. 
* I am thankful for the cooler nights.  I don't mind the heat, but I like when it is 
blanket weather. 

Contributed by: J 
* Facetime chat with daughter Liz. 
* Unexpected extra prep time at work. 
* a reference from SG to an automotive lock expert who was able to fix the ignition on 
my car TONIGHT (was done in less than an hour)! 

Private contributor 
* I spoke with two people who were quite distressed.  I was thankful that I could take 
them down a level. 
* Thankful that I could get out to cycle despite the fact that I was exhausted. 
* Thankful I could re-frame our family situation to provide hope. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful for the passion and patience of music teachers as they coach our young 
musicians. 
* Enjoyed a walk and good conversation with my spouse on this very warm evening.  
Feels good to break a sweat too! 
* We shared some good-natured teasing of our son and he didn't seem to mind.  It's 
good to be able to laugh at yourself and along with people who love you. 
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Tuesday, Sep. 10, 2013 
Private contributor 

* Tonight I was very happy to find out a friend has found a job after many months of 
searching! 
* I am thankful for my neighbor who is always willing to help. 
* I am thankful that my niece has found her passion to earn her college degree in 
nursing. 

Contributed by: Pastor Jon 
* Very thankful that Marsha was not hurt when she tripped on her morning walk.  
Bruised but ok. Could have been much worse. 
* Very gratifying that our church can be a support of the family of Lynne Jones as she 
makes the final journey to heaven. 
* Thrilled!  We will have close to 250 people at the 50th anniversary dinner 
celebration.  WOW!  So very gratifying to see the church means that much to so many. 

Contributed by: S 
* Thankful I was able to cheer up an acquaintance with a message; sounded like she 
really needed a smile 
* Grateful watching my son run - that he is strong and healthy and sets goals to keep 
himself fit instead of just hanging out playing video games (which he also does)  
* Grateful that my daughter still holds my hand going down the street to the bus stop. 

Contributed by: Tim 
* Every day for Roberta. 
* Rain today as I seeded my lawn yesterday. 
* Visit from dear friends, Mac and Sue. 

Contributed by: J 
* Daughter interviewed and was hired for a job today!  
* 28 runners grades 6-8 had their first XC practice today and they are a hard working 
enthusiastic bunch! Great fun! 
* woke up feeling lousy but was able to plod through the day and the students had me 
smiling despite my head feeling like a bowling ball. 

Contributed by: SLM 
* Thankful for our dear daughter recovering from a cold so quickly! (back to school 
tomorrow! :-)) 
* Thankful for the day off she had (feeling well), and spending time with me one on 
one. 
* Thankful for my husband being able to take time off from work to go help his mom 
during her medical procedure. 
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Wednesday, Sep. 11, 2013 
Private contributor 

* I am thankful a friend has found peace after being quite angry. 
* I am very thankful for some upcoming quiet time. 
* I am thankful for a few moments I could spend with a person in need of a listening 
ear. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful that my son used his study period today to finish his homework.  He 
was so happy to get his computer time right away. 
* I am thankful that my daughter has found joy in taking piano lessons again. 
* I am thankful that my husband walked into the house singing tonight.  Must have 
been a good day at work! 

Friday, Sep. 13, 2013 
Private contributor 

* I am thankful to get some medical maintenance this morning.  Updated on my 
tetanus and whooping cough shots, and got a flu shot. 
* Glad that one of the neighbor kids was thrilled to get some hand-me-downs from one 
of my kids. 
* I am thankful that a small volunteer project was much appreciated by the recipient. 
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Saturday, Sep. 14, 2013 
Private contributor 

* Enjoyed a nice afternoon walk with my spouse to a nearby art festival.  Found a 
beautiful painting for our living room and a few pieces of sculpture for our garden.  
The talent of the various artists is amazing. 
* A lovely afternoon watching the kids play soccer.  A heartbreaking 1-0 loss but there 
were still smiles afterward. 
* I am not sure, but it seemed that a cardinal was busy feeding a baby bird that was 
not a cardinal. Even animals look out for others in need! 

Contributed by: Pastor Jon 
* For reasons unknown, cycling has become a labor so I cycled today - in a dissociative 
thought pattern (thinking about something else - in this case - what I might say at this 
50th anniversary dinner where I am supposed to speak.) 15 miles flew by. 
* Grateful for tomatoes which I added to lemon rice and lentils for a decent dinner 
* Very thankful for the patience to figure out how to get a bike part unstuck.  I broke 
off a screw trying to get it out (not so patient) because sweat salt had anchored it in 
place.  That section of bike now soaking in vinegar.  Hopefully vinegar can creep in 
and dissolve the salts!  Works on my shirt zippers.  

Private contributor 
* I am grateful for a casual and meaningful conversation with a friend today.  We have 
had disagreements and it feels good to re-connect and realize that the disagreements 
are not a major breaking of relationship. 
* I am grateful for the ways in which a friend has helped me and made my life easier 
and I am so grateful my friend seems to find meaning in this. 
* I am so overjoyed when my spouse has found joy and this was a wonderful day for my 
spouse. 

Contributed by: SLM 
* Thankful for dear husband teaching and playing card games with the kids. 
* Thankful I finally figured out how to clean the 2nd floor outside of my windows 
(didn't know the storm windows could pop out)!  Now I can go into fall and winter with 
a clear view of all that beauty! 
* Thankful for the few garden veggies we've grown this year - love that the kids have 
watched the life cycle, from seedling to mature food-producing plant, to dying and 
withering. 
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Sunday, Sep. 15, 2013 
Private contributor 

* Sunshine. 
* Vacation plans. 
* I broke the cycle of addiction in my family. 

Contributed by: The Heinrichs 
* We are thankful for the twelve years that our dog Emee was a part of our family.  We 
will miss her unconditional love. 

Monday, Sep. 16, 2013 
Contributed by: jmp 

* Thankful for being able to share time with old friends. 
* Thankful that I actually got a multi-step internet transaction to work. 

Contributed by: ah 
* I am thankful for knowing Lynne Jones from handbell choir.  She was a kind and 
thoughtful person. 
* I am thankful for the potted plants that come out in the fall.  It seems many of the 
local markets have a wonderful variety to choose from. 
* I am thankful for having the motivation to get several tedious chores completed. 

Contributed by: re 
* I am thankful for the life God has given to me.  
* I am thankful that our son called to check on us. 
* I am thankful my friend did not yell at me when I spilled wine on the floor. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for physical therapy for my husband, making him stronger. 
* I'm thankful for my sister in-law who has us over for her delicious healthy meals. 
* I'm thankful the rain stopped in Colorado and they are able to start rescues. 

Contributed by: Good life 
* Thankful to have good friends visit this week. 
* Thankful for my Faith relationship. 
* Thankful for my healthy loving grand kids. 

Contributed by: ee 
* Visiting a good friend in Maine, all are healthy! 
* New Grass planted two weeks ago is beginning to show Green. 
* And, #1 today and every day is God has granted me another day in his kingdom on 
earth. 
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Tuesday, Sep. 17, 2013 
Contributed by: ah 

* I am thankful my husband was able to work with my brother to solve a small problem 
by phone. 
* I am thankful my husband arrived safely at his destination today.  I worry every time 
he gets on a plane to travel for business. 
* I am thankful that the kids didn't complain about what was served for dinner tonight! 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful we have some of the top hospitals in Boston at our fingertips! 
* I'm thankful I'm able to help my father close his pool. 
* I'm even more thankful I was able to find a new cover in the perfect size and talked 
him out of using the wrong cover. 

Private contributor 
* Pastor Jon - who listened to me talk about my grief at the sudden death of a good 
friend, and helped me in the end to be thankful her family and friends had her for as 
long as we did. 

Private contributor 
* Lynne Jones was a sweet, wonderful Sunday teacher to our children. 
* Pastor Jon's TP program has made me more aware of truly how lucky I am in my life. 

Contributed by: DD 
* Walking to school so we can reduce our carbon footprint, increase our activity level, 
increase our time spent outdoors marveling at the wonders of our world (even if it is 
only how smelly the truck was that drove past this morning) and increase the time we 
spend together where we are not rushing to the next thing. 
* Coffee. The smell of it as it brews, the first sip and the warmth on this chilly 
morning. 
* Tom.  I love his boundless enthusiasm - for our children, for our church and for a 
faith filled life that is so positive! 
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Wednesday, Sep. 18, 2013 
Contributed by: ah 

* I am thankful for the many quality services that are available in my town.  It's great 
to be able to support a local business. 
* I am thankful that the rainy morning turned into a nice afternoon so I could get some 
chores done outside. 
* I am thankful for the Pastors and enthusiastic volunteers that make our WI church's 
confirmation experience so fun and significant for the kids. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I am thankful that Ayvani Perez was found safe. 
* I am thankful for the beautiful weather today for a convertible ride. 
* I am thankful for the lovely conversation with my husband's aunt today. 

Contributed by: jp 
* Thankful for a wonderful sunny day, able to get out and row my boat on the pond. 
* Thankful for finishing a task that I had been putting off all summer. 

Contributed by: SLM 
* I am so thankful for Amazon.com Prime! Seriously, I am so glad I can order things like 
school books, vitamins, birthday gifts, etc., so easily, w/out having to waste time and 
gas and patience going out to get them.  That saves it all (time/gas/patience) for 
other more important things! 
* Thankful for SKYPE! (I'm on a technology bend today...)  I'm thankful that my 
daughter gets great Spanish lessons online using Skype (to Guatemala!), that I couldn't 
otherwise easily provide her with.  I'm also thankful for her sweet, kind, and patient 
Spanish teacher, Nora. 
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Thursday, Sep. 19, 2013 
Private contributor 

* Having trouble feeling thankful today...  Spent most of the day feeling like "grrrrr"!  I realize 
it is because my schedule was too crowded and it made me anxious all day.  
* OK, getting more into it now - thankful that I got dinner made and fed in a miniscule amount 
of time before racing off (sigh...) to the next thing.  Grateful for a working dishwasher too!  
* Thankful that I stuck to my guns on helping kiddo get almost-overdue homework done 
despite the past-bedtime hour.  So good to get tasks and obligations out of the way and 
submitted on time. Glad we were able to find some humor in the middle of it too... (giggles 
are always good - thank God for giggles....) 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for our Thursday coffee with friends after our Tong Ren healing class. 
* I'm thankful for the lovely ride in our convertible on this gorgeous day! 
* I'm thankful for the delicious apples and cider doughnuts we got at the Apple farm. 

Private contributor 
* I am deeply thankful that I had the wherewithal to be humble enough to consider past 
mistakes and allow them to guide me in making a major family decision this day. 
* I am amazed by my spouse and what was accomplished in so short a time with our house. 
* I am blessed by Mass Save and their energy audit which gives us free insulation, light bulbs - 
what have you.  Free!  Why didn't I do this years ago?!  I am thankful I finally did. 

Contributed by: 40's Boogie Woogie  
* Thankful for my beautiful bride who lifted me out of a funky mood today! 
* Thankful for our web master for this wonderful site. 
* Thankful that an overcrowded schedule has resolved itself unexpectedly. 

Private contributor 
* I just went for a short walk and it is a nice September day out there. 
* I went to dinner with one of my kids and had a fun, quality time. 
* One of my kids had courage to try for something and it worked out great! 

Contributed by: DD 
* Rice - and the internet - which saved my phone when it went for an unintentional dip. The 
rice did dry it out but the internet told me the details on what to do (Do not try to power up 
and check if it is okay. Be patient.) 
* Good neighbors. I am thankful for their smiling faces as we met at the mailbox and 
exchanged pleasantries. Also, for the way they treated my kids like their own grandkids, 
always making them feel special. I miss them.  
* My job. Though I struggle like most working moms to juggle and find balance, I am so 
grateful that I do have a position that allows me a lot of flexibility. 

Contributed by: Krista Martin 
* I am thankful for our Sunday school volunteers!  We now have teachers for all our classes. :) 
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Friday, Sep. 20, 2013 
Contributed by: Pastor Jon 

* I am grateful for a lovely communion visit with one of our shut-ins.  We prayed for 
all the folks going through times of illness at church as she knew most of them. 
* I am thankful I pushed myself to get out cycling after a few days of lack of 
motivation. 
* I am thankful Marsha got out to walk this morning.  I am also thankful for delicious 
squash for dinner with broccoli and potatoes. 

Contributed by: Melissa 
* I'm thankful I live close enough and was able to walk Lake Quannapowitt on this 
glorious day!! 
* I'm thankful that my husband and I were able to have lunch with a good friend, when 
he popped into the restaurant we were at. 
* I'm thankful for Richardson's ice cream...Yum!! 

Contributed by: a 

* I appreciate people who clean up after their dogs in public spaces. 
* I'm glad the overnight rain washed away the goose droppings on the walking path.  
There were still a few squished frogs. 
* I am thankful for the juicy peaches that have come from California to my local 
market. 

Private contributor  
* This morning I had breakfast with the kids at a local restaurant.  It was nice treat 
getting away from normal, hectic routine. 
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Saturday, Sep. 21, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for my walk around Lake Quannapowitt today! 
* I'm thankful that my husband’s mother, aunt and uncle were able to meet us for 
dinner. 
* I'm thankful for the AMAZING moon this evening! Wow beautiful! 

Contributed by: a 
* I am thankful the 8th graders had a fun social event with their classmates last night. 
Bowling with friends is fun for everyone. 
* This was a relaxing do-nothing day. 
* My tennis elbow is getting better. Probably need a few more weeks of rest before I 
get back on the court and practice better form on my forehand. 

Private contributor 
* Thankful for relaxing day and spending quality time with one of my children. 
* Thankful for a beautiful day - not too hot not too cold. 

Contributed by: Glenn 
* I'm thankful for loving and supportive parents. They have set the example and 
provided strong principles of faith, family, love and guidance to strengthen me and my 
family. 
* I'm thankful to spend more time with my wife, Kerry. After losing her Dad and my 
employment over the course of two weeks, our strong marriage has provided the 
necessary balance and perspective on what is truly important in life! 
* I'm thankful each day for my daughter, Kaitlin. She provides a constant reminder of 
the simpler things in life: an omnipresent smile, to be silly and have FUN with friends 
and her service to Jesus and our community. 
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Sunday, Sep. 22, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for our many blessings!  Despite my husband’s horrible illness, we are 
truly blessed with wonderful family, incredibly generous friends, a beautiful home and 
healthcare. 
* I'm thankful for Pastor Jon and his Sermons that help me to understand the stories of 
the bible and to apply them to live a better more thankful life. 
* I'm thankful for the most delicious meal that my sister in-law prepared and invited 
us to enjoy. 

Contributed by: Tom 
* I am thankful for a friend who wrote kind words in an email that made my day. 
* I am thankful for kids unbridled enthusiasm and the way they look at the world.  I 
am thankful for parents who gave up their whole weekend just so kids could have fun 
in a meaningful program that they believed in. 
* I am thankful for a good friend and a good sermon today.  And finding a little peace 
in all this crazy hectic day.  In the middle of all this craziness I looked outside and felt 
a little peace that passes all understanding.  It did my heart good! 

Contributed by: Steve 
* The haunting sounds of truck engines and car tires in the rain. 
* The sweet smell of the fall air. 
* The comforting light changes in early fall as dusk approaches. 

Private contributor 
* Getting up early today to do some relaxing. 
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Monday, Sep. 23, 2013 
Contributed by: a 

* I am thankful for my son's bell choir director.  She does such a great job making it 
fun and challenging for the kids. 
* I am thankful that I was able to get out for two walks today... one around the lake 
and the other to a grocery store while I was waiting for my daughter at her piano 
teacher's house. 
* I am thankful my son remembered to follow-through on a task he needed to take 
care of today with one of his teachers. 

Contributed by: Pastor Jon 
* A great bike ride with a Brother in Christ Sunday afternoon.  Wow - 54 miles to Plum 
Island and beyond and he did not leave me in his dust!  Well, until the end. 
* Delicious beans and garlic and special tomato sauce made by my wonderful wife!  
She stepped out of the box and made her own recipe!  I am thrilled. 
* After cycling 110 miles in the last three days, my typical reaction is a lazy day off.  I 
am just so thankful I dragged myself out for an early morning, very easy, 25 miles.  
What a way to begin the day!  Wow.  I am all the more thankful when my Doctor 
impressed upon me today that I am in my 50s.  Uggh.  But not Uggh.  I am doing more 
now than 20 years ago.  I am just very, very blessed. 

Private contributor 
* I am so appreciative of the many people who have been so graceful to me as of late. 
I feel undeserving. 
* I took the time for meditation to focus on my breathing this afternoon. 
* I respect my kids and appreciate their instincts. I am thankful for what I can do to 
help them. 

Contributed by: Phoebe  
* I am thankful for the smiling faces of the children that visit me every Sunday 
* I am very thankful for my "spokesperson"! 
* Most of all, I'm happy to be "A Jesus Frog" 

Contributed by: re 
* I am thankful that our children gave my hubby a really great birthday weekend. 
* I am thankful for Pastor Jon asking us to do this, as it makes us more aware of all of 
our blessings 
* I am thankful for all the wonderful blessings in my life...big and small.  Thank you, 
God!! 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful for a nice fall day bike ride into work this morning.  The cool crisp air 
woke me up! 
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Tuesday, Sep. 24, 2013 
Contributed by: DD 

* Breathtaking sunsets.  The kind that make you pull over and just look for a minute, 
even though I am in a rush, because not doing that would somehow be wrong. 
* Purring kitties on my lap. 
* Two sleeping little girls, tucked in, healthy and happy. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for my husband's friends from church, that he has coffee with every 
morning.  They give him the camaraderie he misses since he had to leave his job due 
to his disability illness. 
* I'm thankful that my husband and I were able to go out for lunch and enjoy this 
beautiful day. 
* I'm thankful I was able to finish a long dreaded task and realized that it wasn't as 
hard as I anticipated 

Contributed by: a 
* I am thankful for my brother in-law who always takes such wonderful family pictures 
whenever we are together. 
* I am thankful for the really great apple crop that is now showing up in the market.  
Honeycrisp is my favorite! 
* I am thankful for the kind and conscientious workers that came to our house this 
week to fix a few things. 

Contributed by: Pastor Jon 

* I am overwhelmed by a surprise package I received in the mail today.  Completely 
blew me away. What a gift from someone with a grace-filled heart! 

* I am forever amazed by the grace I see in folk's hearts as one of our church folk went 
to Boston to see a fellow brother who is hospitalized. 
* I am so grateful for the quality stuff happening at our church - the day of service, 
the huge crowd for the 50th dinner, ALL the people who are helping out 
(unbelievable).  We have had a LOT of families move in the last year... but the Spirit 
of our church - I do not think it has ever been as alive. 

Private contributor 
* I am grateful for my spouse who gives me undeserved understanding and compassion 
even when I am in a bad mood from work. 
* The older kids next door are just great with our kids and I am grateful for this. 
* I am happy for one of our neighbors who just found a job after months of 
unemployment. 
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Private contributor 
* Thankful for our dog who keeps loving us despite the fact we do not give her the 
attention she deserves. 
* Thankful for the wonder-filled weather of this area - warm summer, now beauty-
filled fall.  Just splendid. 
* Thankful for the kindness and friendliness of the people I work with.  Really fine 
folks who motivate me to be a better person. 

Contributed by: Pastor Marsha 
* I am thankful a parishioner had successful surgery and is recovering. 
* Thankful that I took time today and did not rush from place to place. 
* Thankful for the fellowship at Bible study. 

Contributed by: re 
* I am thankful that Ann Hill is still our webmaster even though she moved to 
Wisconsin.  I am also thankful to all who coordinate so that we can all enjoy this 
wonderful website. 
* I am thankful for all the work the 50th anniversary committee is doing!!!! 
* I am thankful for all the work our employees and volunteers do for Faith. 

Contributed by: Alex 
* The beautiful stretch of wooded road that I travel down just before arriving at home. 
* My daughter’s artistic talents that brighten up my world. 
* Fourteen precious years of marriage to the most wonderful woman in the world. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* Yesterday I was thankful for my husband's physical therapist who is helping him get 
stronger. 
* I was thankful that we were able to close my parent’s pool.  It makes me happy to 
help my Dad. 
* I was thankful for ibuprofen after breaking my back closing said pool. 
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Wednesday, Sep. 25, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful for the person who put pictures above my desk. It meant a lot to me. 
* I am thankful for being able to walk my dog on the beach again. I feel great every 
morning I get to do it. 
* I am thankful for my co-workers today. They all care about their jobs so much. It is 
nice seeing them at work! 

Contributed by: Pastor Jon 
* Someone from my second parish is now married with kids and just moved to this area 
and was with us in worship. What a Wow moment to see her and her family for the 
first time in 20 years. 
* What a wonderful scene to see folks planning the 50th dinner, the Hike for Hope, the 
Day of Service, the 50th worship service, applying for a special grant to support some 
of our outreach... just so, so meaningful to me. 
* I am thrilled my little granddaughter has a new dress to wear to the 50th dinner.  So 
cool. 

Private contributor 
* I am loving the colors on the trees.  So different every fall. 
* Someone I have been praying for is recovering from surgery and doing so well.  What 
a blessing.  I am so happy for him and his family! 
* With all my struggles and they are aplenty, I am so grateful they are not worse, and 
they could be. 

Contributed by: a 
* I am thankful that the kids I was leading in my confirmation small group were willing 
participants in our discussion. 
* I am thankful that I was able to finish a few projects today that I can get in the mail 
tomorrow. 
* After an unexpected battle with WORD, I still had time to get a walk in around the 
lake before the kids came home from school. 

Private contributor 
* A lovely day in Maine. Eating a lobster roll. 
* Enjoying the Fall colors 
* Finding small birds at a shop. Need them for a wreath for a raffle. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful that my husband and I along with my mother in-law and my parents had 
a lovely time in Kennebunkport today. 
* I'm thankful for the delicious lobster roll and scrumptious fried clams we all enjoyed. 
* I'm thankful that I saw the gorgeous pink on the clouds in the sky just as the sun 
went down.  So beautiful. 
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Contributed by: Alex 
* Cinnamon 
* The anticipation of a night out with my wife and without our children 
* The babysitter who will watch said children while we get away 

Private contributor 
* It has been a lousy day but the blessing is that the day is almost over and it's a new 
day tomorrow 

Contributed by: Tim 
* Thankful for a visit and lunch with a good friend 
* The subtle hints of the beautiful foliage soon to come. 
* Thankful every day for an angel in my life! 

Thursday, Sep. 26, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for coffee with friends. 
* I'm thankful for the generosity of friends to do whatever they can to help my 
husband heal. 
* I'm thankful for a good night sleep!  Nite nite.. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful that the weather has been so pleasant to take care of some outdoor 
projects. 
* I am thankful that my kids are more willing to pitch-in around the house. 
* I am thankful that my parents are in good health for their age and are still able to 
take care of their home. 

Private contributor 
* Thankful for my awesome wife - she is a great mother and a warm and caring person! 
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Friday, Sep. 27, 2013 
Private contributor 

* I am thankful that we have Tom as our Youth director.  We all had a great time at 
the Fire Fly outing tonight! 
* I am thankful that this weekend we are celebrating 50 years of Faith Lutheran. 
* I am thankful for the lunch date with my wife today. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful that an evening walk with my husband cleared my grumpy mood. 
* I was able to get a couple of major projects off my desk today. 
* The trees are changing giving a hint of the beauty that is the fall season. 

Contributed by: LCD 
* That I am home. 
* Good health for our grandkids. 
* That I have the flowers for Sunday!!! 

Contributed by: older guy 
* Thankful for recent "quality time" with two of my Grandchildren. 
* Thankful for the weather blessings that September brings. 
* Thankful for the boundless love of a beautiful lady. 

Saturday, Sep. 28, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for a beautiful day in Rhode Island. 
* I'm thankful for the wonderful friends we met today and the incredible woman Rose 
who is 102 and so inspiring. 
* I'm thankful for the 50th Anniversary and the 40 years I've been there and I pray for 
50 more!! 
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Sunday, Sep. 29, 2013 
Contributed by: Tim 

* Thankful that many members of Faith could meet and listen to Pastor Gifford. 
* Thankful for the fellowship that was enjoyed by so many at church today. 
* Thankful for the improving health of Doug Ranalli. 

Contributed by: a 
* I am thankful that my daughter's team we won their first soccer game in two years! 
It's good to win after all those practices and losing games. 
* I am thankful for this beautiful peaceful day! 
* I am thankful for being able to play in the bell choir and contribute to the worship 
service. 

Contributed by: Steve 
* Can't think of anything in my life that isn't a blessing. 
* Especially thankful for the sung liturgy at Faith.  As my brain goes on radiation 
vacation, I find "This is the Victory," sings itself in my mind all day.  Cool!  

Monday, Sep. 30, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for the beautiful weather to get some chores done. 
* I'm thankful my husband was able to ride his spin bike for a few minutes after 2 brain 
surgery and a long time battling brain cancer. 
* I'm thankful every day for my husband, who is truly an amazing human being and 
possibly the strongest and bravest person I've ever met!!  What a gift from God! 

Contributed by: a 
* My 80-year old mother was able to install Microsoft Office by herself on her new 
Windows 8 laptop. She only recently was able to replace a printer cartridge by herself.  
I was happy that she wasn't afraid to try. 
* My daughter was invited to a birthday party with the girls at her lunch table. Her 
first party since starting at her new school…  She was beaming tonight. 
* I am thankful that my brother returned home safely from his business trip to China 
just in time to celebrate his son's birthday. 

Contributed by: Mr. Infinity 
* Having time to finish my homework 
* Life 

Contributed by: Tom 
* I am thankful that I got to walk my dog Jackson on the beach this morning. 
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* I am thankful for my friends, family and my church family.  I see God's light in them 
all. I am thankful for people who give of themselves, and think giving is important. It 
does my heart good.  I am thankful for all of them! 
* I am thankful that my life is pretty organized for the next couple of days.  I always 
do better with some sort of plan.  It may change but for now it is good. I appreciate 
the order. 

Private contributor 
* For spending lingered time over coffee with great friends 
* For daughter coming out of her shell today  
* Having the courage to take the first step for a potential new work opportunity. 

Contributed by: Susan G. 
* That I was able to take my family and a special friend to the 50th Anniversary dinner.  
Food and decorations were great! 
* Conversation at our 50th table with Kieto and family was special, interesting, and 
real.  
* Overcame my fear of skin cancer and had two moles removed.  Found out today all is 
well. 

Contributed by: SHP 
* Seeing old friends who were past members of Faith Church. 
* The lovely services yesterday. Getting out of my comfort zone and singing alone.  
Wearing a Bruins shirt, no less. 
* Jim my love who tries so hard to do technical things like Roku for TV. He has such 
patience. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful that my dad is tolerating his radiation treatments very well and only 
has 14 more days of treatments. 
* I am thankful for knowing Lynne Jones and what a beautiful person she was.  
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Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for my husband's Chemotherapy nurse Kristen, who is very sweet and 
funny. 
* I'm thankful we saw two friends we were concerned for today at the hospital and 
they were well. 
* I'm thankful for the lovely day to enjoy a convertible ride. 

Contributed by: BP 
* I am thankful for new friends I met at the 50th anniversary party. The great 
conversation I had with Marilyn. 
* For the wonderful skyline at six this morning, it was beautiful. 
* Having my daughter join me when I took the twins I nanny to the park, we had a lot 
of fun.  I am also thankful for the nice long nap the children took when we got back.  
Great day! 

Contributed by: Re 
* I am thankful for the mini iPad my husband bought me. Now it's easier for me to do 
my thankful notes. 
* I am thankful that my neighbors are able to visit their grandchildren for their 
birthdays. 
* I am thankful for all the hard work by the 50th anniversary committee for such a 
fabulous celebration!  

Contributed by: MC 
* Tomorrow I will celebrate my 14th anniversary with my wife. The best fourteen years 
of my life! 
* When I was watching the slides and hearing the various folks speak, I was thankful 
for how Pastor Gifford, Dan, Ann, etc., etc. took a leap and built our congregation. 
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Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful we asked the right questions at the hospital today and avoided my 
husband having a procedure. 
* I'm thankful for the gorgeous weather and beautiful day we had in Newburyport. 
* I'm thankful we met the funny tourist from Australia, he was fantastic! 

Contributed by: Re 
* I am thankful for such a beautiful day and all the gifts from God. 
* I am thankful for a great phone call from our son. 
* I am thankful for our upcoming vacation and my reunion. 

Contributed by: a 
* I enjoyed a chip-drippin' peach in my cinnamon oatmeal square cereal for breakfast. 
* My daughter is excited about a drawing class she will start this week. 
* The Apple Store fixed one of my kid's iPods at no charge!  Now the iPod will hold a 
charge for longer than 40 minutes. 

Contributed by: LW 
* For encouragement of my co-workers. 
* For Tulip and Daffodill bulbs arriving in the mail to be planted soon. 
* For our son's being so responsible and "grown'up". 
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Thursday, Oct. 3, 2013 
Contributed by: DD 

* Dinners with the whole family when we are not rushing to the table or rushing to 
finish up. 
* The innocence of life when viewed through the eyes of a child. 
* Days when I accomplish more on my list than I add to it! 

Contributed by: ath 
* I am thankful for our new church home in WI. As at Faith, the congregation is caring, 
active, and filled with grace. 
* I am thankful that my kids were able to finish getting dinner ready because I had to 
run out to a meeting. 
* I am thankful that the kids then cleaned up after dinner before I got home from my 
meeting. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for the gorgeous fall colors on the trees and that I'm able to enjoy them. 
Wow, so beautiful! 
* I'm thankful for our Thursday coffee with friends and more thankful that we had two 
new additions to join us. 
* I'm thankful for the rest this afternoon.  Feels good to be a lazy bum sometimes. 

Contributed by: SLM 
* I am thankful for always having enough....food, clothing, shelter, family, friends, fun 
- yippee!  Life is good! 
* I am thankful for the coming cooler weather - my favorite! 
* I am thankful for having my husband HOME this week instead of travelling! 

Contributed by: BP 
* I am thankful for being able to sit with my coffee in the early morning silence and 
watch the birds eating from the feeder. 
* I am thankful for all the beautiful colors of Fall, Fall is my favorite time of the year, 
it brings a smile to my face every time I step out the door. The nice weather is a plus. 
* I am thankful for the nice visit I had with my Mom at the nursing home.  I am so 
happy to see her happy. 
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Saturday, Oct. 5, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful that my sister in-law and mother in-law stopped by today for a quick 
visit. 
* I'm thankful for Tong Ren Healing class. 
* I'm thankful for my sister Anne and her birthday party.  We got to spend time with 
good friends and family. 

Contributed by: jh 
* I am thankful for the opportunity to contribute to the day of service at church today. 
Good, hard work shoveling dirt to bury 700 bulbs around the driveway.  Cannot wait 
until spring! 
* I am thankful I was asked to cook for the lunch AND that some folks LIKED what I 
cooked.  I eat a little differently so that was gratifying. 
* I am thankful I had the energy and motivation to get out and cycle after all that 
shoveling! 

Contributed by: Tom 
* I am thankful for a wonderful person who made me a book this week! It was such a 
great gift and really made my day, week, year!!! 
* I am thankful for the kind people who gave me a jump start today! 
* Really I am thankful for all the kind gestures I have seen this week.  It really amazes 
me.  People giving of themselves with no thought to their own regard. Just giving! It is 
really full of Grace!!! I think sometimes my heart will just melt with how much love 
and generosity there is out there!  It is truly awesome!!! 
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Sunday, Oct. 6, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for the rest I got today, to recover from my cold. 
* I'm thankful for my sister in-law who brought over a delicious homemade escarole 
soup. 
* I'm thankful for my other sister in-law who offered to help out if I need her. 

Contributed by: ath 
* I am thankful for a great party last night with friends from church. Great fellowship, 
conversation, and laughter… 
* I am thankful that my daughter's soccer team won their second game in a row! A 
winning streak after 2 years of losses… 
* I am thankful that my teenage son can sit down with adults and carry on a nice 
conversation. 

Contributed by: mc 
* I went to a reptile expo today with my son and I am afraid of reptiles... I am thankful 
that I had the courage to touch various snakes and reptiles and not embarrass my son! 
* In the course of attending the expo, I was amazed by the diversity of reptiles - many 
colors, shapes and sizes... I was thankful for being able to see the beauty of these 
creatures… 
* I am thankful that we have a great pastor whose messages and sermons always seem 
to find relevance in our lives... 
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Monday, Oct. 7, 2013 
Private contributor 

* I am thankful for my neighbor being able to help out by giving one of my kids a ride to an 
activity. 
* I am thankful my daughter was very forgiving after I apologized for losing my temper with 
her today. 
* I am thankful that my kids are able to sincerely say "I'm sorry" to each other in private. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for the leaves falling from the trees as the season changes. 
* I'm thankful for the warm wind this afternoon and the smell of fall. 
* I'm thankful for the delicious dinner we had, courtesy of my sister In-law. She should have a 
restaurant called Catherine's Kitchen! 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful for this blog and ALL the people who read it. Quite a few. Please post! Take a 
risk. Have good courage. 
* I was really blessed to be in the Hike for Hope. Raining, cold. I have sore hips and a sore 
knee today... but I had good conversations with a bunch of folks - and THAT was VERY 
meaningful to me. 
* Where do I begin - two people gave me rides from church to the Hike for Hope and back.... I 
had a wonderful meeting with a couple to be married... I cycled home from church in the rain 
(took a bit of stick-to-it...very grateful for that) So thankful for the man who came to fix a 
broken plumbing pipe... stopped my bike today to take a pix of yellow pine needles on the 
ground - (Confessionally, I come to rolling stops at stop signs {I am getting better}, so to get 
off the bike to take a pix is a huge deal - beautiful scene.)... SO thankful my wife had a good 
day.  Kind of overwhelmed by the joy the kids are in.  

Contributed by: Pastor Marsha 
* I am thankful I took to the time to see the Dead Sea Scroll exhibit at the Museum of Science. 
* I am thankful for the 7 wonderful women I was with on retreat at Camp Calumet. 
* I am thankful for the joys our sons have recently experienced. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful for the fun people had at the Day of Service Projects. 
* I was moved by the support the volunteer teams gave to each other and our neighbors. 
* I am thankful for the expressions of thankfulness, as that makes life and work so easy. 

Contributed by: SHP 
* I am thankful for a lovely daughter who just turned 50 and the friends who partied with us to 
celebrate. 
* I am thankful for a colorful tree greeting me this morning. 
* I am thankful help from my hubby. Getting me through the weekend and sympathizing when 
my arthritis was very bad… 
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Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for the lovely day of coffee in Newburyport, then lunch in Salisbury and 
a rest at Rye beach. 
* I'm thankful for the fabulous time with friends this evening. 
* I'm thankful for the Playoff game tonight.  Go Red Sox!! 

Contributed by: DD 
* I am thankful for being lucky enough to chaperone a field trip to Topsfield fair and 
being able to watch my youngest squeal and giggle and hold hands with her girlfriends 
all while the beautiful, fall sun shone down making everything bright and cheerful. 
* I am also thankful for AAA who came very quickly and changed my flat tire when we 
got back to school after the field trip. 
* I am especially thankful for my husband who could have harassed me about 
aforementioned flat tire (it was my fault) but instead he offered to bring the car to 
get it fixed so that I had one less thing to juggle.  He is wonderful! 

Private contributor 
* Thankful for my early morning walk after a few days off.  It was so still and 
quiet...and DARK! It's about the only 30 minutes of the day I get to myself, and it 
clears the mind before the busy-ness of the day begins. 
* I continue to be thankful for laughs and giggles and general silliness at the dinner 
table most nights. These days are numbered, and I enjoy the family time each night. 
* Thankful that my in-laws will be visiting in a few days to spend time with us. They'll 
enjoy seeing the Fall colors too!  Will be spending time with extended family this 
weekend, so that will be fun. 
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Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2013 
Contributed by: jh 

* I am thankful for a great bike ride today 40+ miles - finally getting more jazz to my 
pedaling. I am even thankful for the bout of hypothermia afterwards. Had the shakes 
and was freezing. So I feel this very mild case was a good warning for the future. 
Gotta stay warmer. 
* I am thankful for this TP (Thanksgiving Project). Pushing myself to look through this 
lens was rough today as I had issues that came to a head and were eating me up with 
anxiety and second thoughts. I had to remember things could be worse, live in the 
blessings. It was a real push. 
* I am so thankful surgery went well for a brother in Christ; really thankful for the 
great spirit in our church; so thankful I sent out emails to folks today to remind them 
of the TP project and many wrote back and some posted on this blog! 

Contributed by: Tom 
* I am thankful for finaly having a stick of butter in the house and also the time to 
make the raspberry white chocalate cookies from the cookie jar that has been on top 
of my cabinet for a year. I am thankful for how good they taste and the caring person 
who made them possible! 
* I am thankful for sitting down and having a conversation with two good friends today. 
* I am thankful for a little free time. It lets me focus on what is important. My 
thoughts go to my cousin Doug who died this week in Chicago. He was a good guy! I 
may not be able to go to the funeral but I can remember all the good things he was 
and is and what he meant to people. I am thankful for my cousins, and what they 
mean to me. 

Contributed by: Cara 
* I treasure my kiddos repeated requests for hugs every night at bedtime...their little 
arms keep growing so fast. 
* I'm thankful for the good, rational, hard-working people at my office...they make the 
tough days easier to get through. 
* I'm impressed and thankful for the patience and organization and talent of the youth 
theater group directors who are teaching our daughter to love the Arts! 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful I got a quick workout in this morning. 
* I'm thankful for the woman who worked at the department store and offered me a 
discount. 
* I'm thankful that the soup I made for dinner was delicious. 

Contributed by: LCY 
* I am so thankful for an amazing Aunt who generously handmade three stuffed 
animals, a changing table pad/cover, and quilt for our expected baby. This from a 
women that I've never met in person and she hasn't seen me since I was a baby! She's 
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an amazing blessing and I can't wait to show her pics of the final products and her new 
great nephew! 
* I am so grateful for my husband who tells me and shows me he loves me every day by 
walking the dogs so I don't have to right now. And, that he takes time out of his busy 
work schedule to run errands with me after a long day at work. 
* I'm grateful for the kindness shown in strangers in a smile while passing each other 
on the way to work. 

Contributed by: LW 
* I am so thankful for a good night's rest and a morning of warm coffee and reading. 
* I am thankful for doctors who think about each individual and their needs. 
* I am thankful for a good friend with decades of friendship and growth. 

Contributed by: SHP 
* I am thankful for my flu shot 
* I am thankful for a friend who dropped by today as I am laid up with a bad arthritis 
day. 
* I am thankful that I was able to pay all the bills before going to Florida. 
* I am thankful for the people trying to get our money from Infinity Tapes. 
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Thursday, Oct. 10, 2013 
Contributed by: sp 

* being thought of and gently reminded to commit to daily entries here. 
* my daughter showing some maturity in sitting herself out of several weeks of sports 
in order to undergo some physical therapy. 
* excellent school progress reports. 

Contributed by: Pastor Marsha 
* I am thankful that we have been able to help my mother live with serenity as she is 
not able to do as much for herself as in years past. She lives with us. 
* I am thankful for the discipline to avoid the cultural things that get me hyped up 
(radio and tv). 
* I am so thankful for a wonderful Tai Chi class I take every Thursday, just centers me.  

Contributed by: Tom 
* I am thankful for catching a little sleep this morning with the window open and the 
cool air coming in.  
* I am thankful for conversations with friends and the smiles on their faces. 
* I am thankful for my dog Jackson. He always seems to be content just being near me. 
Something I could learn from. 

Contributed by: jh 
* I am thankful for the person who is setting up the video Marsha wants to include in 
Sunday's message. I am very grateful I could help her set up the slides today. 
* I am thankful for a few meaningful conversations today with folks in the church.  
* After Sunday's eating plan breakdown, I am thankful I have stuck to it all week. I am 
really thankful for the folks who ask me about the plan and those who seem to be 
interested. I am blessed by our sons with whom I have had good communication lately. 
I am thrilled our youngest will be coming home for Thanksgiving. I am so thankful he 
and I and Mom will be able to either cycle or walk on Thanksgiving Day. Wow - 
something to look forward to.  

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for Thursday coffee with friends. Good coffee and great laughs! 
* I'm thankful for a nice lunch with my husband. 
* I'm thankful for the short visit with my 93 year old Grandma!! 

Private contributor 
* extra focused moments with my daughter while other child is away at camp 
* having time to connect with a colleague over lunch at a personal/non-work level 
* the west el teachers spending the week with the 5th graders at outdoor ed this 
week, their support is giving these kids and amazing experience in a safe, 
comfortable, less anxiety ridden environment. when else can you go to camp with your 
whole class.... 
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Contributed by: SLM 
* Colorful fall leaves 
* Cool dry air 
* Coffee and reconnecting with a friend 

Contributed by: LCY 
* Grateful for an awesome group of women that welcomed me without prejudice at 
the Women's Retreat! 
* Grateful for a mid-week respite at church book group 
* Grateful God has allowed me to live and thrive...all I have to do is try! 

Contributed by: DD 
* I am thankful for time spent with my family. Those roots are deep and keep me 
grounded in who I am, where I came from and where I am going. 
* I am thankful for stolen moments of quiet that pop up when I least expect them and I 
have time to just breath and be before the next round of activity happens. 
* I am thankful I live in the U.S. Despite all the craziness going on with out government 
right now we are so fortunate to have so many freedoms and opportunities that other 
people live without.  

Contributed by: Rse 
* I am thankful for great friends and a wonderful sister-in-law who worry about me. 
* I am thankful for the great video that Ann Hill did and all the postings for the day of 
service since I could not be there. 
* I am thankful to be able to go to my 50th reunion, and see so many of my classmates 
and share so many memories. Also, I am very thankful for our safe trip despite the bad 
weather and driving conditions. 

Private contributor 
* Thankful that a friend sent an email, just shows he cares! 
* Thankful for the improving health of someone I know to be seriously Ill. 
* Thankful for the dedication and hard work of so many people of FLC helping others. 
Especially thankful to the leaders and organizers. 
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Friday, Oct. 11, 2013 
Contributed by: Pastor Jon 

* Wonderful cyling today. Just warm enough. No traffic. Calm winds. Beautiful sky and trees. I 
am blessed. 
* I received an email from someone who wrote all kinds of kind things. I do not warrant any of 
it, but it was nice to read and the person did not have to write it.  
* The local bike fellow was able to fix my bike! He needed a drill as some parts were welded 
together with sweat salt. I also snapped off a wrench in one of the plugs which he had to drill 
out. But he did it! I was thrilled. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful for all the yellow pine needles that border the roads. 
* I am thankful for the local farmer who grew the potatoes and broccoli I had for dinner. I am 
also so grateful I resisted the temptation to get pizza. (Did not do so well at lunch, however). 
* I am deeply thankful for my spouse who supports me so much and whose support I so often 
take for granted. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for a warm cup of coffee and relaxing morning. 
* I'm thankful for a nice conversation with my sister. 
* I'm thankful for my husband's friend coming by to pick him up this evening. 

Contributed by: sp 
* quality time with my wife - no TV. 
* beautiful fall day - burgers on the grill for lunch. 
* began a book that I've been meaning to read for a long time but never got around to. 

Contributed by: SHP 
* I am thankful for help returning chairs to church. Choir members understand my problems. 
* I am thankful for a nice early morning walk with Jim. 
* I am thankful for friends who want to spend time with me. 

Contributed by: rdp 
* I am thankful for the one on one time I had this week with each of my girls. They are so 
different in personality and lots of fun to be with. 
* I am thankful for my dogs that greet me at the door every time I walk in. They are so happy 
to see me and are just glad I'm back with them again. 
* I am thankful for my new job, just 2 minutes from the house. It is great to be working so 
close to home. 

Private contributor 
* Last Tuesday I found myself stuck in a traffic jam of cars weaving and cutting to squeeze 
down from three lanes to one on the Tobin Bridge. It was dark; I was tired. Then I just calmed 
down and became grateful to the workers who were laboring into the long night to paint the 
bridge; the workers willing to work in the toxic air, away from their families at night, to fix 
my bridge so I can keep driving safely back to the North Shore. I became just grateful and 
calm and waited. 
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Saturday, Oct. 12, 2013 
Contributed by: FVC 

* I woke up this morning! God has given me another glorious day! When one considers 
my advanced years and my complex, morbid medical history it is truly a gift. 
* My incredible bride of over fifty years - she is truly my guide, my life companion, my 
"raison d'etre"!  

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for my workout I had this morning. 
* I'm thankful for the sauce I was able to make today, even more thankful for the 
butcher who made the braciola for the sauce. 
* I'm thankful my husband was able to get together with friends today. 

Contributed by: sp 
* My annual trip up to the attic to unstick the furnace's safety duct sensor succeeded 
and the heat came on. Thankful it didn't turn into more of a project. 
* The high school's Homecoming dance is tonight and both girls are going. Thankful for 
the good time that they'll both have and for their nice group of friends. 
* Thankful for being able to host tonight's poker and Red Sox get together. 

Contributed by: ath 
* My husband arrived home safely from his trip to France. 
* Enjoyed a beautiful evening at our high school's football game. The middle school 
kids had a chance to play with the high school marching band. 
* Another day to open the doors and windows and let the fresh fall air into the house. 

Contributed by: SLM 
* Thankful for our masterfully made bodies that use a fever to get rid of a cold, and 
then go back to normal! 
* Thankful for music that moves me - (listening to Enya). 
* Thankful for Saturdays when we can sleep in and enjoy each other without the rush 
of the weekday schedule. 

Contributed by: EJE 
* Thankful for a safe return from a vacation in the rain. Thankful for one dry day of 
golf. 
* Thanks for help from Bill while away and that he is a good friend. 
* Thankful for a nice but too short visit with our grandchildren. 
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Sunday, Oct. 13, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful for Pastor Marsha's sermon today, it really provided me comfort and 
hope! I am thankful for seeing a friend today who seemed healthy and happy. I am 
thankful an old friend used this blog. 
* I am thankful for a free afternoon that I could spend with some close friends and 
their kids. We made apple pies and s'mores and say by the fire. It was pretty perfect. 
* I am thankful for small kindnesses from friends. Sometimes they are right there, 
when you need them most. I see God's grace and love in those moments. They are 
precious!!! 

Contributed by: sp 
* alone time raking the lawn in the cloudy, cool. 
* nature walk with the dog and watching him run. 
* talking to my neighbor Bill who's always willing to help. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for the Bell Choir this morning, it was a great treat. 
* I'm thankful that we saw all my husband's aunts and uncles today, that was such a 
blessing to see them all in one place. 
* I'm thankful our friend came for dinner and stayed to watch the Patriots. 

Private contributor 
* A lazy weekend doing nothing. Finished a book I have been reading for weeks. Now I 
can start a new one. 
* The crisp, sunny, fall day. 
* My husband, when he is doodling on his guitar. 

Private contributor 
* I'm thankful for my wife. She is such a great strength to me, especially when I need it 
the most. 
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Monday, Oct. 14, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful for some time to hang out with some great friends at camp. 
* I am thankful for hiking with my dog on a beautiful sunny Fall day. 
* I am thankful that I took a few minutes to spend some time at the memorial chapel 
at Jackman's ridge. There are many stone for great people up there that I have great 
memories of. Two of my friends AL and Richard are next to one another. I thought 
about what they meant to me. And also what they might talk about together. They 
were two great guys that I miss! It was nice to see where they are remembered!  

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful to my husband’s friend, who helped him work thru the anxiety of having 
cancer. 
* I'm thankful to my sister in-law for another delicious meal, can't thank her enough. 
* I'm thankful for the amazing sunset I saw coming home from the grocery store. Just 
as I was feeling annoyed at having to go to the store, I saw that gift. 

Contributed by: ath 
* I am thankful a problem with the website was solved quickly with help from different 
people! 
* I am thankful for the Tim Ede's efforts in filming the sermon each week so we can get 
it posted on the website. 
* I am thankful I spotted some apple cider made from Honeycrisp apples at the market 
today. Yum! 
* I am thankful for our new member classes at our new church. It is nice to review 
what it means to be a member of the ELCA family of churches. 
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Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful that I got to walk around the lake today. 
* I am thankful that the mechanics had the knowledge and the skill to fix my car. And 
that I have a car. 
* I am thankful that I got to spend the night at home, make a nice dinner and got to 
watch some nice TV. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful that our little renovation project is going just as the contractor 
promised. 
* I am thankful my parents got to spend some extra time with one of their grandsons 
this past weekend. 
* I am thankful for the rainy day. It was peaceful and I didn't feel like I needed to run 
around and get any errands done. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful that my husband's Dr. was willing to cut his chemotherapy down today. 
* I'm thankful that my husband and I were able to go out for lunch today. 
* I'm thankful for the nice visit I had with my Grandma today. 
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Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful that I played with Jackson when I got home even though I didn't really 
have the motivation. 
* I am thankful for the fall colors and lake outside my window. 
* I am thankful for a good dinner and a warm bed to sleep in. I think about all those 
people who didn't get anything to eat for dinner and all those people who have to lay 
their head on a sidewalk or park bench tonight. I pray for them all! 

Contributed by: JJ 
* Thankful for soccer carpool parents. 
* Thankful for call with mother-in-law - made her laugh. 
* Thankful parents back safely from trip. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful I was able to walk Lake Quannapowitt this morning and see all the 
beautiful fall colors. 
* I'm thankful my husband and I had lunch with his Mom this afternoon. 
* I'm thankful I was able to help my mother in-law pick out a tablet. She's never really 
used a computer, so I'll help her get started. 

Contributed by: jh 
* I am thankful our nation's leaders have finally made progress on keeping the country 
going. 
* I am thankful for a day that seems unseasonably warm. 
* I am thankful for the flowers blooming around the church so late into the season and 
for the late changing maple trees 

Contributed by: SHP 
* I am thankful I am in Florida enjoying the sunshine and pool. 
* I am thankful to Nancy who is willing to bring down some things I forgot. 
* I am thankful the doctor decided to cut Bob's chemo down. 
* I am thankful for my helper Jim. I would be lost without him. 

Contributed by: Susan G. 
* Great conversation with my sweet nephew Ben who needed encouragement to apply 
for grad school. 
* My son Casey who loves marching band and had his photo appear in the news. 
* Time with Christopher who is doing so well with driving lessons. 
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Thursday, Oct. 17, 2013 
Contributed by: DD 

* Today I am thankful that my cousin and her kids were all safe after being in a car 
accident.  
* I am really thankful for good news! 
* I am thankful for enough food to eat after reading an article about food deserts that 
are happening right here in Massachusetts. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for Thursday coffee with friends. Very thankful that our friend gave my 
husband a Tui Na massage, which eases the pain he suffers from chemotherapy. 
* I'm thankful for a gorgeous day in Newburyport, so many adorable dogs on the 
boardwalk and the perfect weather to sit by the water. 
* I'm thankful that our good friend joined us for lunch and spent the day with us. 
Perfect finish with a delicious gelato.  

Contributed by: JT 
* I'm thankful today for the excellent attitude of students in my school who actually 
say, "Thank you," when I pass them a math page that they will have to do! 
* I'm thankful that we have the kind of pastors who understand fully the kinds of 
confusing crises that we go through and they are able to provide us with kindly support 
and encouragement. 
* I'm thankful that I can go for a walk during my lunch hour every day with a great 
friend who also appreciates the fresh air. 

Contributed by: MC 
* I am thankful for today being a beautiful fall day. 
* I had lunch with a friend and lately I have been caught up in not being able to hear. 
Well he told me that he has lost all hearing in one ear.. I ought to be thankful for the 
little hearing I have and how I can get by in life. 
* I am thankful for Pastor's blog today - it was a good article about presence of God 
around us. 
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Friday, Oct. 18, 2013 
Contributed by: SLM 

* Thankful for learning how to do the rainbow loom! My kids love it, and I wanted to be 
able to help little one, so we figured it out together (it still frustrates him, but he 
keeps trying!) 
* Thankful for finding used skis for kiddo!  
* Thankful for a lovely fall day in Boston today! The boats and rowers prepping for the 
Head of the Charles were very interesting and scenic. 

Contributed by: DD 
* Today I am beyond thankful for the safety and well-being of my children. Their 
school was put on lockdown during dismissal as there were reports of shots fired in the 
neighborhood. The school administration and staff were amazing, the kids were all 
scared but all safe. The police were there immediately and while the person was not 
apprehended, the kids all got home safely with no injuries at all. So blessed and so 
grateful to have everyone home and in their beds safe.  

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful that my husband’s friends prayed over him this morning. 
* I'm thankful that my husband’s MRI was stable. 
* I'm thankful for our many blessings. 

Contributed by: Susan G. 
* SO thankful that Sue from Faith was with me through a difficult legal ordeal and that 
I remembered to ask God and Jesus to be with me too. 
* I'm grateful that a hard day ended with a wonderfully exhausting soccer game of 
Parents vs. Kids and I had a great time with Courtney and even scored a goal. 
* I'm very grateful that the high school agreed to let me observe English classes in 
preparation to teach. 

Contributed by: SHP 
* I am thankful for a sweaty walk with Jim this morning. 
* I am thankful for a beautiful pool for exercise  
* We are thankful for the beautiful shell wreath Susan Williams-Lindgren made For us. 
We are hanging it up today 
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Saturday, Oct. 19, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful I was able to help my husband with some strength exercises today. 
* I'm thankful for our Tong Ren Healing class and all our friends there. 
* I'm thankful that our good friends invited us over for a Fabulous delicious meal.  
Great fun and good laughs. 

Contributed by: ath 
* I am thankful that I was able to watch the soccer game from my car.  It started to 
rain and then it turned into sleet. 
* I am thankful that my husband knows how to handle small household electrical 
projects and is patient enough to let our son work with him so our son can learn 
something new. 
* I am thankful that I had the energy to tackle painting two bedrooms this weekend. 
Almost done! 

Contributed by: SHP  
* I am thankful for a swim in the pool with Jim. 
* I am thankful for my daughters who are willing to bring their Grandma to church. 
* I am thankful that Bob's MRI showed no new tumors. 

Contributed by: SLM 
* Thankful for....My 6yo who still puts his arms around my neck and his cheek up to 
mine and say "I LOVE you!" -- ahhhhh, Heaven! 
* Thankful for... My 11yo who cheerfully loves to bake, and who makes my house 
smells like food and life! 
* Thankful for...My 14yo who, despite being a teenager, still wants to "watch a show" 
with his dear-'ol-mom in the evening.  
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Sunday, Oct. 20, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful that my 93-year-old Grandma and my sister were able to worship with 
me this morning. 
* I'm thankful that I was able to spend the afternoon with my mother in-law and two 
sisters in-law. 
* I'm thankful that I was able to set up my Mother in-law's new Trac phone. 

Contributed by: ath 
* I am thankful my painting projects were completed this weekend and the kids have 
moved their furniture back into their newly painted bedrooms. Now, I am very tired. 
* We were welcomed as new members this weekend at our WI church. As a gift we 
received The Lutheran Handbook II which is very fun to read. One chapter is entitled, 
"How to Heap Grace Upon Your Enemies Like a Ton of Hot Coals." Another chapter on, 
"The Five Grossest Diseases in the Bible" sounds like some good bedtime reading. 
* I am thankful my daughter's soccer team celebrated the last game of their season 
with a win. They haven't had too many in the last two years. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful for a funny story written by a brother in Christ that brings back 
wonderful memories of playing golf him. Well, at least a few of my shots were good! 
* Wow - my spouse made incredible squash with cranberries, grains, pomegranates 
etc.  Delicious dinner! 
* I am deeply grateful I made a crock pot stew and I am grateful my spouse loved it!  I 
left out tomatoes deliberately because I always figured that was what diminished her 
appreciation for these stews. So - it worked! 
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Monday, Oct. 21, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for the gentleman at the farmers market who offered me his leftover 
coupon that saved me some money. 
* I'm thankful I was able to get some fall clean up done in our yard. 
* I'm thankful for my husband and how much he appreciates me helping him. 

Contributed by: SLM 
* Thankful for...  Getting some electrical work done on the house today.  Moving 
forward with this room division project! 
* Thankful for... dear husband arriving in NJ safely 
* Thankful for... dear daughter having a successful and clear medical appointment. 

Private contributor 
* I give thanks to Pastor Jon for reminding me to think "outside the box" and be 
grateful for the gifts to others. 
* Thanks to God for the improving health of Alan Thoday. 
* Thank the Lord for the Fellowship in Christ that my friends enjoyed at Calumet this 
weekend. 

Contributed by: Tim 
* I am thankful for wonderful anniversary dinner, and remember the hungry in my 
prayers. 
* I am thankful for many friends, and remember the friendless in my prayers. 
* I am thankful for my health, and remember those who are ill in my prayers, 
especially Steve and Doug. 
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Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2013 
Contributed by: ath 

* I am thankful the group from Faith had a relaxing time on the Men's Weekend retreat 
at Calumet.  The weather looked like a nice fall weekend and everything does look 
better with bacon. 
* I am thankful my mother had a happy 80th birthday. I talked to her on the phone and 
all my siblings each remembered her birthday in a special way and she was so happy! 
* During the phone call I was able to diagnose a small computer problem for her. 

Contributed by: LCY 
* I am grateful that I could give my cup of coffee to my co-worker this morning and get 
some sweetener for her b/c it wasn't exactly like she likes it to be. 
* I am extremely grateful for the commuter bus from Andover into Boston and the 
comfy seats! First ride and it was an awesome experience. 
* I'm grateful that a friend of mine has found some closure and peace in the passing of 
her sister. It's been a great struggle for her with the loss and she is finally able to have 
some peace. 

Contributed by: Mike C 
* I am thankful that I did not freak out at the Cornell University annual insect event. I 
held a stick bug and touched various bugs including millipedes. I was amazed at 
variety of shapes, colors and sizes of insects. 
* I am thankful for a beautiful day today as I went for a quick walk along river to clear 
my head. 
* I am thankful for reading 3 wonderful and meaningful blogs posted by Pastor Jon 
today. 

Contributed by: sp 
* An encouraging visit with a college funding adviser. 
* Being able to manage today's juggling of the family's schedules. 
* Making progress on a lesson plan. 

Contributed by: SHP 
* I am thankful for good "old" friends in Georgia that we will visit for a few days. 
* I am thankful for the meds Anne was able to send me. 
* I am thankful for my daughter who takes such good care of her husband. 
* I am thankful that a theater friend's medical results showed no cancer. 
* I am thankful for Judy willing to buy me the twists I love. 
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Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2013 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I am thankful for a great Men's Weekend at Camp Calumet. The fellowship with the 
other guys was awesome!  It was great hanging out with all of them! 
* I am thankful for that cup of coffee in the morning. It really brightens my day and 
makes me want to get going. 
* I am thankful for the vet my dog Jackson goes too. She is always nice and gives great 
care to Jackson. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful that my spouse loved my new recipe tonite! Wow. 
* I am thankful for other people who are looking out for my future and realize I have 
something to offer. 
* I am thankful for the ways in which we can help our adult children. We are blessed. 

Private contributor 
* I am thankful for the wonderful crop of apples that are harvested each fall. They 
smell so great in the market, are pretty to look at, and it’s fun to taste the different 
varieties. 
* I am thankful for the teachers that are willing to spend the extra time to help their 
students with their studies and help improve work habits. 
* I am thankful that my father was thrilled to get a box of chocolates that were sent to 
him recently. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful my husband and I had a nice visit with my Grandmother, I'm happy I was 
able to do her laundry too. 
* I'm thankful that my husband and I were able to go out for lunch. 
* I'm very thankful that my husband was able to buy a couple pairs of shoes to fit his 
leg brace. 

Contributed by: Alex 
* I'm thankful I could fix my plumbing issue without calling a plumber. 
* I'm thankful for a unexpected day off that I got to spend with Jack. 
* I'm thankful that the Southern Baptist Convention is reducing its involvement in 
politics. 
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Thursday, Oct. 24, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for Tong Ren Healing class and Thursday’s coffee with friends. 
* I'm thankful for my husband’s physical therapy. 
* I'm thankful the Red Sox won game one on The World Series! 

Private Contributor 
* I am thankful for the way the sun hits some of the beautiful trees which seem to 
turning colors later this fall. 
* I am thankful for the morning moon. 
* I am thankful that with all the busy-ness of our children I am able to stay in a place 
of equanimity and peace. 

Contributed by: Pastor Jon 
* I had a meaningful visit with someone at Mass General. What a powerful spirit from a 
person who feels they have lived a long life and is ready for the last journey when it 
comes. 
* I am thankful I got on the bike today. I love cycling but sometimes it takes an effort 
and it took an effort today. I am just grateful I did it. 
* I am thankful my friend had the wherewithal to go for a run this morning and that he 
is proud of himself as he should be. I am happy for him. 

Contributed by: SHP 
* Seeing Pastor's smiling face on his blog. Also, the ten years we worked together. 
* A friend who took the time to drive us around and show us the sights of Gainsville, 
GA 
* A nap so I may be able to watch the Red Sox through to the end. 

Friday, Oct. 25, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful we were able to spend time with my sweet smarty pants niece today. 
* I'm thankful my niece was invited to a Young Women in Engineering Day at Mitre 
Bedford. 
* I'm thankful my husband and I were able to go out for lunch today. 

Contributed by: Susan G. 
* I'm thankful for a nice conversation with a church friend and that he's in good spirits. 
* I'm grateful that Courtney's sprained foot is healing and that she's getting around well 
on crutches 
* Thank you God that I have this tutoring work today that fulfills me and benefits my 
students' lives 
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Saturday, Oct. 26, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful we slept in this morning. We're blessed to have that luxury. 
* I'm thankful to my husband’s friends, who are so generous to give him rides when he 
needs them. 
* I'm thankful our friend will be going into a women's program. We'll be paying for her. 

Contributed by: SHP 
* I am thankful for seeing the children and grandchildren of good friends all living in 
Georgia. 
* I am thankful for three lovely days with sun and a deep blue sky. 
* I am thankful for the wonderful three days we spent here in Georgia. 

Sunday, Oct. 27, 2013 
Private contributor 

* I am thankful that Pastor Jon can experience great joy in the exciting victory by the 
Detroit Lions today. 
* I am thankful for the chance to play a little ice hockey today. 
* I am thankful for the fun time tonight carving pumpkins with the kids. 

Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful my parents were able to drive from Florida to Georgia to visit friends 
they've had for probably over 50 years. 
* I'm thankful my husband was able to spend the morning with his youngest sister, I 
think they can help each other be well. 
* I'm thankful the Lentil soup I made was delicious this evening. 

Contributed by: Tom 
* I am thankful for the sun and the cool weather and the way it makes you feel alive! 
* I am thankful for parents who chaperone youth events and stand for hours so a few 
kids can go through a haunted house and scream some fun screams and have some fun! 
I am thankful for them caring about the youth programs at the church and supporting 
those efforts. I am thankful for all the kids in these programs too! They brighten my 
day! 
* I am thankful for the kids enjoying a night of fun! Having fun being together, sharing 
their thoughts, being kind to one another, and their great outlook on life. They are all 
something to be proud of!!! 
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Monday, Oct. 28, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for the crazy conversation with my sister in California, who screamed "I 
just hit someone" then hung up on me. Very thankful for the call back to say she 
overreacted and the person was fine. I think I JUST stopped shaking. 
* I'm thankful for my husband’s physical therapy today. 
* I'm thankful once again to my sister in-law who invited us over for another fabulous 
dinner. She rocks! 

Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2013 
Contributed by: SHP 

* Another year of my life has passed with no major problems. 
* For Anne who is caring for our home in North Reading. 
* For a cool down here in Florida. No humidity. 
* For my good friend, Nancy who is flying down to join us for the last week. 
* For Bob and Melissa who will enjoy some time here in Florida next week. 
* Arriving home from Georgia safely after an 11 1-2 hour drive. 
* Enjoying another Red Sox win! 

Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  
* I'm thankful for a warm home. 

* I'm thankful that I was able to help my sister in-law get her car repaired today. 

* I'm thankful my candy apples turned out beautifully, since it was my first time making 
them. 
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Thursday, Oct. 31, 2013 
Contributed by: Melissa  

* I'm thankful for Thursday coffee with friends after Tong Ren therapy. 
* I'm thankful that I was able to decorate for Halloween and scared the kids again. 
They love it! I love hearing "it's awesome", makes it all worth it. 

Contributed by: SHP 
* I am thankful for the terrific weather we had in Florida. 
* I am thankful for seeing a childhood friend for lunch yesterday. 
* I am thankful to be able to stay up and watch the Red Sox win another World Series. 
* I am thankful for a husband willing to grill a chicken for dinner. Let's me finish the 
rest of the meal in the condo. 

Contributed by: LCY 
* Thankful that our baby is growing very healthy and strong b/c there was a concern 
that he was going to be small. Turns out he's perfect and still has a month and a half 
left to grow! The next starting forward on the Celtics perhaps. ;0) 
* Thankful for the opportunity to use my education/skills and get involved in a friend's 
campaign. 
* Thankful for Pastor Jon's sermons on the website so I could catch up and hear God's 
peace today b/c I was unable to attend last Sunday in person. Thank you for making it 
possible to stay connected to the church community even if it is via video! 

Private contributor 
* I am blessed we have sufficient money to help out a friend in need. 
* Thankful my husband has a generous heart. 

Private contributor 
* Grateful for a good medical report my friend received. 
* Grateful for tattoos that can be removed! 
* Grateful for a meaningful conversation with my neighbor. 

Contributed by: Pastor Marsha 
* Thankful for Alan and Shauna who helped take care of my grand-daughter 
* Thankful for people of Boston staying calm and respectful after the victory.  
* Thankful for our son finding a career he is passionate about. 

Contributed by: Pastor Jon 
* I fell on the bike yesterday. Bruised up, but it could have been much, much worse. 
Very thankful I am ok. 
* Thankful for a wonderful dinner I was able to make this morning.  
* Thankful for a lot of fun watching the Red Sox. 

 


