
 

 

  Sola Fide 

Join us for worship at home for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day via Zoom. 

There will be carols and candles, singing and the familiar biblical story of that 

holy night. Perhaps this year your family from across the country can join in wor-

ship either via video online or by phone. (Please let Pastor Jen know if you have 

difficulty connecting for online worship so we can help!) 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
4:00 PM Family Service with Children's Message and Carols 

Zoom Meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/97956207422?pwd=dUdKUGZ0MUdNeWZiNVV1WlZ4LytzUT09 

Meeting ID: 979 5620 7422 

Passcode: 601421 

By phone:  +16465588656,,97956207422#,,,,,,0#,,601421#  

 

7:30 PM Traditional Festival Choral Service with Carols and Candlelighting 

Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/99726422734?pwd=WUl3VGJkRDdac0MrSnlhY0RBdWRRZz09 

Meeting ID: 997 2642 2734 

Passcode: 794204 

By phone:  +16465588656,,99726422734#,,,,,,0#,,794204# 

 

10:00 PM Contemplative Service with Carols and Candlelighting 

Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/93750831538?pwd=Z1J3UkZmdlRzcWswNWpYd2xseU5zZz09 

Meeting ID: 937 5083 1538 

Passcode: 107746 

By phone:  +16465588656,,93750831538#,,,,,,0#,,107746#  

 

Christmas Day 
9:45 AM Christmas Day Worship 

Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/91868504735?pwd=MjFERFdWeFk2Q2lBQ1BtdStrbjJTUT09 

Meeting ID: 918 6850 4735 

Passcode: 598953 

By phone:  +16465588656,,91868504735#,,,,,,0#,,598953#  

 
More Christmas information can be found inside this edition of “Sola Fide”! 
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A Letter from Pastor Jen 
 

During the weeks of Advent, our Sunday readings draw us closer 

to the figures of John the Baptist, Mary, Elizabeth, and Zechariah. 

 Forthright John: Preaching boldly about repentance and change 

and preparation. 

 Fierce Mary: Singing about tyrants falling from their thrones 

and feeding the poor. 

 Faithful Elizabeth: Reassuring her younger cousin Mary about 

the promise within her. 

 Fearful Zechariah: Desperate to believe his prayer would be 

answered. 

Forthright or fierce. Faithful or fearful. What kind of Advent will you have this year? 

There are times when I am particularly drawn to John. These are times when I appreciate 

John’s frankness, his honesty, his demands calling for me to “prepare” as my Advent disci-

pline. When I get overly-busy with the externals of the season, I think of John’s call to remind 

me to also prepare the way for Christ’s coming. 

On the other hand, there are times when I am particularly drawn to 

“Fierce Mary.” These are times when the words Mary sings in the 

Magnificat calling for justice and compassion stir me to advocacy, 

protest, and acts of generosity as part of my Advent practice.  

And then there are times when the turmoil of the world seems over-

whelming and I am drawn to “Faithful Elizabeth.” Her blessing of 

Mary reminds me once again that God has abundantly blessed me as 

well. 

Finally there are more times this year it seems that I am drawn to 

Zechariah. His life has not turned out as he expected and he is afraid to even hope that joy 

and gladness will be in his life once again. The pandemic has made us all wonder when we 

will experience the fullness of joy and gladness together again. 

This Advent/Christmas season, I encourage you to nurture or challenge your inner John or 

Mary, Elizabeth or Zechariah. As you read the pages of Sola Fide, you will see that there are 

many opportunities to do just that as a part of the community of Faith through worship, pray-

er, learning, and giving.  

May you have a fierce and faithful Advent as you wait for Jesus’ coming. May you hear the call 

to prepare and may the Scripture proclaimed in word and song calm your fears and still your 

thoughts as we await the time we can gather in person once again. 

Blessings in this sacred time. 

Forthright or 

fierce. Faithful or 

fearful. What kind 

of Advent will you 

have this year? 
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Pastor Jen (cont’d) 
 

Thank You 
 

Among the many people who have blessed this church and commu-

nity with their talents and time recently, we thank: 

 

 Tammy Van Ryzin for sewing the Confirmation stoles 

 Jeanne Hladky, Lisa-Beth Yanicke and Rhonda Boudreau for help-

ing leading Adventure! program for Sunday School children 

 Caroline D'Agostino for researching and ordering supplies for our drive-by communion 

time 

 Bill Langdell for helping with technology needs for our outdoor baptism 

 Mike Clement and Dave Kress for coordinating our stewardship program this fall 

 Mark Morgan, Kevin Maschoff and Tyler Murray for their work with the Reopening Com-

mittee in evaluating the airflow in our worship space and ways to make it more COVID-

safe 

 John Breiland and the Transition Team as they plan online gatherings to learn more about 

the congregation and community's needs and dreams before developing a Ministry Site 

Profile 

 

Have someone in mind we should mention? Let Pastor Jen know. We are blessed! 

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, January 31 via Zoom (date pending Council approval) 

 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 31 (date pending Coun-

cil approval), immediately following the 9:45 worship via Zoom. More detailed information 

and a copy of the annual report will be sent out mid-January. The principal orders of business 

will be to elect members to the Church Council and vote on the proposed 2021 budget. 

Please join us for this important meeting! 
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Council Update 
Mary Johnson, Council President 
 

The Church Council continues to work hard to keep the church running as 

“normally” as possible. Having almost everything run on Zoom is difficult, but 

thankfully Pastor Jen feels comfortable working with people to think outside the 

box. For example, the 2020 confirmands and their parents were wondering how 

and when there would be a confirmation service. Pastor Jen met with all of them 

and gave them options on how to conduct the service. When the families requested a service at the 

church, even outside, Pastor Jen made it happen with the help of the communications team. I re-

ceived emails from parents who were very appreciative of Pastor Jen’s willingness to seek their opin-

ions and work with them so that all confirmands were able to be recognized. I watched the service 

and felt it was very well done. Likewise, many people in the church were longing for communion and 

wondering if it would be a year or more before they could receive it. Pastor Jen worked with the 

Worship & Music committee before approaching the council for permission to have communion 

served in the driveway after she had consecrated the elements during the worship service. Several 

people came to the church that day and have expressed appreciation to Pastor Jen for having that 

available. 

I am thankful to the many people who are volunteering their time to help with worship services now 

and in planning for the future. First of all, I am currently doing the scheduling of the lectors who par-

ticipate in our worship services. I have a list of 11 people willing to read 

the lessons and 10 couples/families who read the prayers of intercession. 

If you would like to be added to one of those lists, please contact me, and I 

will put you on the schedule (president@faith-andover.org). We also have 

several people who are meeting a couple of times a month on the reopen-

ing committee; there is a tremendous amount of work to be done by them 

in order to eventually reopen the church. We have another 12 people 

working on the transition team to write the Ministry Site Profile. As you 

know, the church council meets every month with 12-15 people in attend-

ance. And let’s not forget the large number of people involved in choir, 

bells, youth choir, and Rock of Ages. Additionally, we have several people 

who participate in Pastor Jen’s “Grief and Hope” series, Tuesday morning 

Bible study, and the Saturday morning Bible study/meditation group. I understand that the ChickLits 

book group has continued to meet on a regular basis, as well as the Wellness Wednesday group. It is 

wonderful to see so many people willing to participate in church activities, whatever they may be. 

We are now entering a busy time of the year for the church. Advent and Christmas are upon us, and 

there will be multiple virtual worship services offered (and lots of singing!). At our next council meet-

ing, we will make plans for our annual congregational meeting, which typically is held at the end of 

January. In order to prepare for that meeting, the finance people will be meeting to develop a budget 

for 2021. 

As we close out this unbelievably different church year, I wish all of you a most blessed Christmas-

tide. 

 

As we close out this 

unbelievably 

different church 

year, I wish all of 

you a most blessed 

Christmastide. 
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Finance 
David Kettner, Council Liaison 

 
It is truly a blessing to be a part of this generous congregation.  

Thank you for your continuing financial support and gifts of ser-

vice, especially in this current time of difficulty.  

Financial Activities 
We have continued to monitor the finances of the church.  Recall 

that as of the last report we were running a deficit of about $7,000, comparing actual receipts 

to actual expenses.  The Financial Secretary sent out third-quarter statements, and that has 

resulted in a very good response from the congregation.  At the end of October the receipts 

toward the budget were $328,101 compared with a plan of $384,690.  Thus, receipts are 

about 85% of plan.  The actual operating expenses were $329,223, compared with a plan of 

$381,802.  Actual expenses are 86 % of plan.  Due to the congregation’s commitment to the 

church, the deficit has been reduced to about $1,123, a very manageable situation.  Thank 

you for your response, as we continue to count on your generosity and faithfulness for the 

rest of the year. 

Budget for 2021 
The financial team is now developing a proposed budget for 2021.  This is a challenging ac-

tivity this year given all the uncertainties we face.  You should expect to hear more about the 

proposed budget within the next month. 

Audit Status 
Since our last report we have now completed the audit of 2019.  The audit reviewed: 

 Financial Secretary weekly records and final statement 

 Treasurer Quickbook record 

 Bank Statements 

 Debit card disbursements 

 Invoices and payment statements in Treasurer file 

 

The records appear to be complete.  Received income, both budget and non-budget, as re-

ported by the Financial Secretary, TD Bank, and Treasurer track one another month to 

month.  We reviewed expenses paid out, as listed on the TD bank statements, and found no 

irregularities.  There are paper records of invoices kept by the Treasurer confirming the ex-

penses due and paid.  No irregularities were found. 
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Stewardship Update: Pledge for Faith 
Mike Clement & Dave Kress 

 
We are now in the middle of financial planning for 2021. It should be no surprise that we are dealing 

with many, many uncertainties. But one uncertainty that all of you can help with is the church financ-

es. Our total income has gone down about 15% in total so far this year, mostly from donations, but al-

so from rental and interest. Since Pastor Marsha retired, our expenses have also gone down roughly 

the same amount, so it would seem that we might be ok.   

But looking ahead, the monthly income rate is actually down about 20%, and we can't be sure what it 

will be next year. We need our membership to put in their pledges so that we can plan effectively 

and help our staff who are working so hard to keep the church going through this difficult peri-

od. Please let us know that you can continue to donate at least at the same level. We have mailed out 

pledge forms with a return envelope, or you can go click on the pledge entry on the Faith website, or 

you can update your electronic contributions so that they are set at least through the end of 2021 (or 

indefinitely).   

Last year, we had about 115 pledges, and most of you are meeting those pledges. So far this year, we 

have over 70, but we would very much like to get close to where we were for 2020. Thanks so much.   

 

Communications 
Chris Colford, Council Liaison 

 
Just a couple of notes to share. Zoom church delivery continues to run relatively smoothly. Pastor Jen 

and Abby Schoppe have increased our Facebook posting activity, helping to keep our church and its 

activities in mind during the week. Bill Langdell has updated the service times portion of our South 

Main Street signage to reflect our current 9:45 AM Zoom Sunday schedule. Bill also built a "Mobile 

Zoom Cart" to help with our more challenging worship service situations such as the confirmation, 

baptism, and outdoor worship services this fall! Remember, send announcement requests 

to announcements@faith-andover.org 

Your Communications Committee's Responsibilities: 

 Email broadcasts (Constant Contact) – Shauna Wagner 

 Forward with Faith – Shauna Wagner 

 Video Editor – Chris Colford 

 Website – Chris Colford 

 Instagram – Erin Levental 

 Sola Fide quarterly – Chris Banta 

 Facebook – Pastor Jen, Abby Schoppe, Tom Schauer, Chris Colford 

 IT infrastructure – Bill Langdell, Chris Colford 

 Stationary bulletin boards – Chris Colford, Staff 

 Internal print media – Staff 

 Outdoor signs – Tyler Murray 

 Local news outlets – Chris Colford 
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Transition Committee 
John Breiland, Chair 
 

As you now know we are now in a time of pastoral vacancy. The 

congregation is looking to fill this vacancy with new permanent 

pastoral leadership.  Your Transition Team is working the is-

sues of this process to create our story. Our story is not just 

written by the Transition Team, but is written by the congrega-

tion. We need your participation to help write the story to get 

both a true and compelling document of our congregation that 

pastoral candidates will want to read and be inspired. 

We are now in the “History Gathering” phase of our story. The Team has scheduled 5 on-line 

meetings to listen to the memories and thoughts of the Congregation. These meetings are: 

 Sunday, November 29 after church service (about 11AM) 

 Wednesday, December 2 at 7PM 

 Saturday, December 5 at 10AM 

 Tuesday, December 8 at 7PM 

 Thursday, December 10 at 10 AM 

 

The meetings will “walk down memory lane” for the past 58 years of our church history as 

well as talk about world/US events, community events and religious/social events. 

You are invited to “refresh your memories” by checking out the “FLC History by Decade” 

link on the Transition Team pages of the church website.  

You are asked to signup for a meeting so we can know how many are coming. A link is on the 

Transition Team pages of the church website or use this link: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45acaf28a5fbc07-history 

 

If you can’t make a meeting, we still want to hear from you. We have a way to collect your in-

put. Please visit the Transition Team pages of the FLC website for a “History Event” on-line 

questionnaire or call the church office to request a questionnaire to complete at home or to 

arrange for a telephone call with a member of the Transition Team.   

 
Contact us at transitionteam@faith-andover.org or call the church office at 978 475-4059. 

 

 

We look forward to hearing all your memories!! 
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Worship & Music 
Sue Eliasen, Council Liaison 

 
We have had quite the challenging 2020 with the pandemic preventing us from all being together physi-

cally for worship and fellowship and the early retirement of our pastors.  The resilience of our church has 

shone through and we have persevered through these changes.  

Our Worship & Music team, especially, has put in a tremendous amount of time and effort to provide our 

congregation with summer services with supply pastors via Zoom (which at the time was a brand new 

platform for us) and weekly Sunday services with our new transition pastor, Pastor Jen, also via Zoom 

(which also is recorded for later viewing).  The set-up of services on Zoom, logistics for accessing the 

services, notifications to the congregation on how to access these services, coordination with pastors, 

weekly practice sessions, initial bulletin creation was all driven by our music director, Abby Schoppe, 

and supported by the Worship and Music team.   Without Abby's dedication, drive and attention to detail, 

we would not have been able to hold services that are so similar to what we had when we were worship-

ping in-person. 

Each week, Abby and Chris Colford ensure that our services are run seamlessly and Chris ensures that 

our members are prepared with the latest bulletin and Zoom links for our services, as well as any special 

announcements. 

Other efforts for which this group has been responsible is an in-person/ virtual confirmation service, 2 

outdoor services, in-person baptism and in-person drive-up communion.  Each of these services re-

quired a great deal of coordination and technical prowess to execute (Abby, Chris, Bill and Pastor Jen), 

especially those held both virtually and in-person. 

In addition to all the logistics and technical aspects of these services, we also have been blessed with the 

continuation of our incredible music program. I am not sure what other churches are doing with online 

services but I very much doubt that they have the level of participation and dedication that we have from 

our many talented singers, musicians and leaders, Abby & Ingrid.  Abby has coordinated and imple-

mented weekly virtual ensembles which requires hours of preparation and editing the recordings which 

required learning a new technology.  In addition she blesses us each week with her own beautifully 

played anthem.  Similarly, we are blessed to have Ingrid, who coordinates, sings and also spends time 

editing the recordings of the singers and musicians of Rock of Ages in order to produce anthems to play 

at our weekly services.  One of the blessings of a virtual service is that we can combine all our musicians 

in one service!!! 

Then there are the behind the scenes members; Shauna, who coordinates the weekly FWF, prayer re-

quests, supplies and bulletin and Caroline, who ensures the vestments are up to date in our sanctuary for 

our Zoom services, assists with the communion  and Advent kit supplies.  Bill is our go to guy for anything 

we need whether it  is technology, printing, database information or whatever needs to be done. 

Lastly, we have been blessed with a transition pastor who actively pursues alternative ways for us to wor-

ship together and has jumped in with both feet into her ministry at Faith Lutheran. 

Although each member of our team has a particular area of focus, we have all worked together to keep 

the members of Faith Lutheran connected through worship and music. Please join me in giving a tremen-

dous and well deserved THANK YOU to our Worship & Music Team: 

Abby Schoppe   Shauna Wagner 

Chris Colford    Caroline D'Agostino 

Ingrid Marstaller   Pastor Jeannette Leisk 

Bill Langdell   Susan Eliasen 

P a ge  8    S o la  Fi d e  H o li d ay /Ea r ly  W i n te r  20 2 0  



 

 

Worship & Music 
Abby Schoppe, Music Director 

 
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast 

love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an 

end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  

– Lamentations 3:21-23 

I’m sure you all recognize the above quote. “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” is a beloved hymn of 

many in our congregation. More than one person has told me that they’ll want it sung at their fu-

neral someday! But how often do we think about the fact that these words of hope and promise 

specifically come from the book of Lamentations? Indeed, Chapter 3, from which this quotation 

is taken, begins with the words “I am one who has seen affliction under the rod of God’s wrath… 

He has made my flesh and my skin waste away and broken my bones.” What a contrast! But 

maybe that’s the point: lament can actually bring us to a place of hope. I’ll speak for myself, at 

least: when I am at my most despairing and have reached the end of my own ability to problem-

solve, that’s when I finally turn to God. The hope we have as Christians acknowledges the reality 

of pain and then looks beyond it to the “new mercies” that are always being prepared for us. 

During this Advent season, most of us are weary from months of social distancing. We lament 

that we cannot all be with our families over the holidays. We lament that we cannot spend 

Christmas Eve in the sanctuary in the same manner that we are used to. We lament the political 

and racial divisions that continue to tear at our country. 

And we look for what new mercies God has for us during this time! The “new” thing I am most 

eager to share is that, for the first time, Faith will offer a service of Lessons and Carols on the 

First Sunday of Christmas (December 27). Famously, this service was first held at King’s College 

in Cambridge, England, on Dec. 24, 1918 – in the midst of World War II (another time of lament 

and hope). Since then, it has spread in popularity throughout the world and across denomina-

tions. In this service, we hear 9 readings that bring us through all of salvation history, starting 

with the story of Adam and Eve and culminating in the first chapter of John’s Gospel: “In the be-

ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Meanwhile, each 

reading is followed by an anthem or hymn. 

This is a service that could perhaps only happen at Faith because of our current online format. 

There isn’t a way to physically put the whole choir, bell choir, children’s choir, and band in the 

same place at the same time in our sanctuary. Every year, as our ensembles divide up the 

Christmas Eve services, I think ,“If only we could have one service that included ALL these won-

derful musicians! What an embarrassment of riches that would be!” And now, despite all the 

challenges of virtual music-making, we can. 

All of our ensembles have been working since very early this fall to prepare 

a glorious panoply of Christmas music – as well as an Advent full of fervent 

hope and an Epiphanytide that joyously celebrates the light of Christ. As 

you worship with us throughout this season, my prayer is that you will find 

new, unexpected, and great joy, even amid the challenges of this time. 
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Special Music for December/January  
 

December 6   Second Sunday of Advent 

  Eileen Christiansen sings “He Shall Feed His Flock,” from Handel’s Messiah 

December 13  Third Sunday of Advent 

  Jeanne Hladky plays Nancy Faber’s setting of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

December 20  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 Beth Haltmeier, Jennifer Boyum, William Wood, and Andrew Mort sing David 

Childs’ setting of “Adam Lay Ybounden” 

 

     December 24 Christmas Eve 

 Multiple ensembles will be included in each service, with particular 

emphasis as follows:  

 4 PM Family Service - music from our Children’s Choir 

 7:30 PM Festival Service - music from our choir 

 10 PM Contemplative Service - music from our bell choir 

 

December 25  Christmas Day  

 9:45 AM - hymns led by the choir; music from our Praise Team 

 

December 27  First Sunday of Christmas 

  Our Lessons & Carols service will include extensive music from the choir, 

children’s choir, bell choir, and Praise Team! 

January 3   Second Sunday of Christmas 

  A special recording prepared by the Synod that will help us connect with 

how other ELCA churches in New England are celebrating Christmas  

January 10   Baptism of Our Lord 

 Beth and Dave Hempstead will sing Mark Patterson’s setting of “O Morn-

ing Star, How Fair and Bright”; Also, Suzanne Neuman, Dawn Colford, 

Dave Schweizer, and Kevin Maschhoff will sing Hal Hopson’s “God Be in 

My Head” 

January 17   Second Sunday after Epiphany 

  The Matuza-Nepomnayshy family will perform Chris Tomlin’s “Enough” 

January 24   Third Sunday after Epiphany 

  Dave Schweizer and Rebecca Zammuto will sing Rolf Lovland’s “You Raise 

Me Up” 

January 31   Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Beth Haltmeier will play Stan Pethel's setting of "Joyful, Joyful We Adore You"  



 

 

Christmas Donations– 2020 style 
As a church, we have traditionally been very generous in our support to Lazarus House, As-

centria, and Bread and Roses during Christmas time. This year, these charities continue to 

need our assistance, as much, or more than ever with the continued effects of the Covid-19 

pandemic. Please watch your email / mailbox / church website (www.faith-andover.org) 

for a link to Signup Genius, which will allow you to sign up for a specific item for either Laza-

rus House / Project Bethlehem or Ascentria. You can also bring in any needed items for 

Bread and Roses (no specific sign up needed). We will have large plastic bins outside the 

church South entrance (by the office), under the awning, which will be checked / emptied 

daily. 

Ascentria: We have been given the names of 6 individuals in their foster care program, with 

their specific wants / needs for Christmas. Please use the Signup Genius to indicate which 

individual you wish to support. Please bring all gifts (wrapped and labelled with recipient’s 

name) to the South entrance of the church by Saturday, December 5. 

Lazarus House: Lazarus House has requested specific donations, earmarked for each of the 

families they serve. We have committed to helping 3 of these families (to start… we will ac-

cept additional families as we meet these requests). Each family has a request for a family 

gift, a food gift card, clothing gift card request for each family member, and 1-2 toys for each 

child. We will separate the requests on the Signup Genius… Please sign up for whichever 

item you wish, label it with the family number, and individual’s name for clothing / toys. 

Please bring all donations to the South entrance of the church by Sunday December 13. 

Bread and Roses: Bread and Roses is requesting any/all of the following items. Please bring 

them to South entrance of the church by Sunday 

December 20. You do not need to sign up on Sig-

nup Genius for these donations: 

 Hats  

 Warm Socks      

 Gloves 

 $5-10 Dunkin Donuts gift cards     

 $5-10 McDonald’s gift cards     

 Toiletries (travel size)       

 Face masks               

 Hand Warmers 

 Small hand sanitizers 

 Cheap ponchos 

 

Thank you for your support!!! If you have any ques-

tions, please email wong30lynn@gmail.com, or 

call (603)898-0351. 
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Advent Series: “Tidings of 

Comfort and Joy” 

Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16 & 23 at 9AM 

Online at https://www.facebook.com/

Faith.Andover 

 
The holiday season can stir deep emotions within each of 

us. This Advent series gives voice to the complex situa-

tions and emotions with which we greet the coming Messiah and uses the reactions of those 

who first received the news of Jesus’ birth (Zechariah, Joseph, Mary, and the shepherds) to 

do so. These services acknowledge responses of fear, confusion, doubt, and curiosity, while 

the coming of Jesus promises comfort and joy for all of us. These services will be shared live 

on the Faith Lutheran Church Facebook page. 

 

Adult Study: “Love is the Way” 

Beginning in January (6 weeks) 

Mondays, 7:00 PM; Wednesdays 1:00 PM 

 
For her next online adult study, Pastor Jen will begin a six-

week conversation about Rev. Michael Curry's newest book, 

"Love is the Way: Holding Onto Hope in Troubling 

Times." (Maybe you'll add it to your Christmas list) 

 

If you’ve ever heard the Episcopal Church's Presiding Bish-

op Michael Curry speak – be it in church, on his podcast, or 

on the Today Show – you know that the message at the heart 

of his words is always love: love of God, love of your neighbor, love that transcends religion 

or gender or background. 

 

By sharing stories from his childhood as the descendent of slaves and the son of civil rights 

activists, through his ordination, and on to the historic changes and events that have tran-

spired since his election as the first African-American presiding bishop and primate of the 

Episcopal Church, Bishop Curry illustrates why love is essential for addressing the seeming-

ly insurmountable challenges facing the world today: poverty, racism, selfishness, deep ide-

ological divisions, competing claims to speak for God. 

 

By learning to love completely and unselfishly, we have the power to change the world and 

put faith into action. Join us in conversation! 
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Bible Study 

Tuesdays, December 1, 8, 15, 22; 10am - 11:30am 

Study: libretto of Part One of Handel’s Messiah  

Zoom Meeting ID: 826 6431 2536;  Passcode: 217133 

 
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29 and the group will spend 4 weeks in December looking at 

the libretto of Part One of Handel's Messiah, which deals with the prophecy, birth and annunciation of 

Jesus. We'll read the passages from the OT and NT from which it is drawn, and listen to a recording of 

the Messiah. The idea is to break the text and music up into 4 parts, discuss and listen to a quarter of 

it each week. 

Tuesdays in January; 10am - 11:30am 

Study: the epistle of James  

Zoom logon info: TBA 
 

In January our focus will shift to the epistle of James, and we will use the 

study guide “Life Lessons from James”, by Max Lucado.  The author's intent 

is not to just look at the advice James was writing to the believers of the1st 

Century, but make his words relevant to those reading the epistle today.  By 

reading the text, examining other scriptures which address the same topic, 

and considering questions designed to help us reflect on our own lives, we 

hope to become better equipped to live out our faith in today's world. 

The Tuesday Bible study group is open to anyone and everyone. For more information, email Cindy 

Schatz at schatzca@msn.com or call/text her at 781-258-2902. 

 

Confirmation Update 

Sundays at 11:30am OR Wednesdays at 5:15pm 

 
The 2020-2021 Confirmation class began "Discovering the Bible". At 

our first session, Tom Schauer was a guest to lead icebreaker activities 

before we launched into conversation about how the Bible came to be. 

 

At our next meeting we will talk about the book of Genesis aka "Beginnings" and our guest will be 

Kevin Maschoff who will share how he connects his work as a scientist with his faith. Future sessions 

in January will discuss Abraham and Sarah and their importance not only to Christianity but to Juda-

ism and Islam. We will also spend some time with the exodus of Exodus and explore how that story of 

liberation has become so important particularly for people who themselves have been marginalized 

and long for freedom. 

 

If you have a 7th or 8th grader and are interested in learning more about the Confirmation program 

at Faith, please let Pastor Jen know. 
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Chick Lits  
Tuesday, December 1 

Book: “Before We Were Yours” by Lisa Wingate  

Hostess: TBD 
       

Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four younger sib-

lings live a magical life aboard their family’s Mississippi River shan-

tyboat. But when their father must rush their mother to the hospital 

one stormy night, Rill is left in charge—until strangers arrive in 

force. Wrenched from all that is familiar and thrown into a Tennes-

see Children’s Home Society orphanage, the Foss children are as-

sured that they will soon be returned to their parents—but they 

quickly realize the dark truth. At the mercy of the facility’s cruel di-

rector, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother together in a world 

of danger and uncertainty. 

Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into wealth and privilege, Avery Stafford seems to 

have it all: a successful career as a federal prosecutor, a handsome fiancé, and a lavish wed-

ding on the horizon. But when Avery returns home to help her father weather a health crisis, a 

chance encounter leaves her with uncomfortable questions and compels her to take a journey 

through her family’s long-hidden history, on a path that will ultimately lead either to devasta-

tion or to redemption. 

Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals—in which Georgia Tann, director 

of a Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy 

families all over the country—Lisa Wingate’s riveting, wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale 

reminds us how, even though the paths we take can lead to many places, the heart never for-

gets where we belong. 

 

Sneak Peek!  

Tuesday, February 2, 2021 

Book: “The Dutch House” by Ann Patchett  

Hostess: TBD 
 

 

If you wish to join us or would like to be put on the email list for fu-

ture books, dates, and location please email Peggy Giordano 

at peggygior@comcast.net.  
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Youth Ministry Update 
Tom Schauer, Youth Director 
 

“25 Days of Living In The Light”  

A Response to God’s Grace 

  

We are going to try something a little new at Faith Lutheran Church with the 

Youth this November and December. Through fundraising and donations, the 

church was able to buy 25 Gift Cards that have been pre-loaded with the value 

of $25.00 each on them. Any Youth in the Super Fly or Fly group that would like 

to participate in this project is most welcome! We ask the Youth to consider re-

questing a Gift Card and using it to help someone else that is in need this 

Christmas season. Some examples of uses for the Gift Cards might be (with 

their parents help): buy a homeless person a meal; bake cookies to bring to 

nurses, doctors, police or firefighters; buy food and toys for a local animal shel-

ter and volunteer with the animals there;  buy the ingredients to make a meal 

for a family in need; or, maybe buy a toy for a family in need. Whatever they 

case, we ask that it be used to share God’s Grace with someone in need.  

In return for the Gift Card, we ask that each youth write a short paragraph (and 

a picture is always good) to show what they did with the Gift Card. It doesn’t 

have to be long, just enough to hear their story. We would ask them to write 

what they did with the gift card, what they learned from the experience and 

how it fits into their Christian Faith. I am going to compile each story and post 

them (one each day) to a special “25 Days of Living In The Light” blog site on 

the church’s website and to the Church’s Facebook account starting on Decem-

ber 1st. It will go on right on up to Christmas Day, December 25th. 

To check out the “25 Days of Living In The Light” Blog go to: www.faith-

andover.org and click on “Living In The Light” blog. 

  

Merry Christmas!!! 

  

And Happy New Year!!! 

  

God Is With You!!! 
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Youth Ministry Update (cont’d) 
 

What the Youth Have Been Doing 

Super Fly – Church Food Drop for Lazarus House Ministries - It 

was quite a project, but I think we brought over 20 Bags of Food Do-

nations to Lazarus House Ministries in Lawrence. Thank you to all 

the kids who worked on this! And thank you to everyone who 

dropped off food to the Church Food Drop-Off and donated checks 

too. When we were putting all the food on the conveyor belt the 

volunteers kept on saying, “where did all this food come 

from?” I just smiled and nodded and knew that there is Je-

sus and a lot of love behind it. As I was there people were 

coming in to get food. The volunteers were very happy to 

see us supporting them in this way. And thanks for sup-

porting the youth of the congregation. They all care about 

showing Christ’s love, serving others and making the 

world a better place.  

 

 

Fire Fly – Hayride & Campfire at Smolak Farms - It 

was a fun time for the youngest Youth Group mem-

bers at Faith Lutheran Church for the Hayride & 

Campfire at Smolak Farms! In all, there were 15 of us 

who went. We started of with a hay ride. Then, they 

had a bonfire waiting for us, with apple cider dough-

nuts and apple cider!!! Afterwards there was story 

time and a prayer. We asked the kids if there was ev-

er a time they were looking forward to something and 

it didn’t quite happen to them as they thought. Jesus is 

with us when things happen the way we planned and 

Jesus is with us when things don’t go as planned. I 

think the kids understood this, and it’s 

an important thing to remember this 

year. Just as the leaves on the trees fall 

off around this time of year, Jesus re-

minds us that there will be new growth 

in the Spring time. We closed with a 

prayer and then had S’mores. It was re-

ally awesome!!! The stars were really 

great too!!! Thank you to all the parents 

who brought kids and the kids for at-

tending!!!  
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What the Youth Have Been Doing (cont’d) 

 

Fire Fly and Fly – Food Packaging for Lazarus House Ministries - 

Our goal was to raise $1000 so the kids could package meals for Laza-

rus House. Unfortunately, we did not meet our goal... We actually stun-

ningly raised $2000 for meals for Lazarus House!!! That is over 7000 

meals!!! Imagine eating your lunch and that is one meal. Now multiply it 

by 7000 and that is what the kids packaged and we brought over to Laz-

arus House. We had 12 participants that day and we all stayed masked 

up (and hair nets on) and were socially distanced! The kids did a great 

job putting the meals together. Everyone had their favorite 

job!!! Thank you to Matthew Martin from The Outreach Program 

for leading us in this activity. Also, a big thank you to the par-

ents who brought kids and helped us pack meals. Finally thank 

you to all the Congregation members and friends who donated 

to this worthwhile cause!  

 

Fire Fly – Halloween Costume Contest & Scavenger Hunt - 

The Halloween Costume Contest and Scavenger Hunt turned 

out to be a really great event! In all, we had 15 kids join us. 

There were 7 stations around the church parking lot with a dif-

ferent activity at each one. The kids had to try an activity to get 

a sticker on their paper plate. In order to get a pumpkin, they 

had to get seven stickers. Of course some kids got 10-15 stick-

ers!!! Then we had the Costume Contest awards where every-

one got a paper plate- everyone wins a prize. They got to bring 

a Jack-O-Lantern home with them filled with great candy and 

prizes. I really wanted to thank all the adults and kids who 

helped out as stations. I couldn’t have pulled this off with out 

you and your support means the world to me. Also, a big thank 

you to the parents who brought kids. And thank you to Stepha-

nie Clement for taking these awesome professional photos; they 

came out so well!!! This year, I think we are all looking for ways 

to connect with one another and this was a great and safe(r) way 

we could all connect. We remember that Jesus always finds us 

where we are at- that is the connection that holds us 

all together.  
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What the Youth Have Been Doing (cont’d) 

 

Super Fly – Halloween Spooky Care Packages to College Freshman - 

The Super Fly group sent out 14 Halloween Spooky Care Packages to the 

College Freshman at Faith Lutheran Church. Packages included some 

homemade cookies, candy, Halloween toys, a devotional book and a 

card. This was just a nice way to let the kids know that they may be in col-

lege now, but we still miss them and are thinking and praying for them. 

They are all awesome and we miss them greatly!!! This tradition was start-

ed by Catherine and Burrell Lowery; a pretty cool thing for them to do!!! 

They are awesome and so are the college kids.  

 

 

Fire Fly – Family Hike at Mt. Major – What a great time 

we all had at the family hike for Faith Lutheran Church at 

Mt. Major.  I was so impressed with these folks!!! The Har-

rells came along and they did awesome. Really great!! 

Claire has some sight issues so I was super impressed with 

her. They clapped when she got to the Summit of Mt. Major. 

She said, “They should have a party for me.” Claire, I 

couldn’t agree with you more! And I was also really im-

pressed with the adults who went too!!! Stacey, Darlene and 

Tom, you are so great, you don’t even know. We met some 

really cool people on the trail too. My prayer was remem-

bering how awesome it was to spend some time with these 

great people. And to remember that the Peace That Passes 

All Understanding is out there in God’s Creation and in our 

hearts!  

 

 

Super Fly and Fly - Blanket Making for Foster Kids - The Super Fly and 

Fly groups had a great time helping Beth Hempstead on a Saturday in No-

vember! The kids and parents got together and helped Beth make some 

blankets for kids in Foster Care. When the kids are placed in Foster Care 

they are given a blanket to show that someone cares. Beth gets help from 

the students at Phillips Academy, but she needed help 

cutting the fabric first. The kids cut a lot of blankets. We 

stayed outside and all had our masks on but it was still 

great to get together and help people in the community 

in a meaningful way. The kids really have service to oth-

ers as tops in their hearts and minds. Thanks to all the 

kids and parents to help out. And a big thank you to Beth 

for putting this it all together.  
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Upcoming Youth Events 
 

 Special Note: Faith is excited to offer these activities which are in accordance with current guide-

lines from public health officials, but all activities are subject to change based on guidance from our 

Reopening Committee and approval by the Church Council. 
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ELCA Corner 

 
 

ELCA Future Church design affirmed 

by ELCA Church Council 
 

The Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has affirmed the 

proposed Future Church design that is focused on a renewed purpose to activate the entire 

church so that more people may know the way of Jesus and discover community, justice and 

love. The council, which serves as the ELCA’s board of directors and legislative authority for 

the church between churchwide assemblies, held its electronic meeting Nov. 12-14. 

 

Future Church is based in the belief that members, congregations, synods and the church-

wide organization must work together to share the powerful witness of the gospel in the 

world and to invite more new, young and diverse people to experience God’s grace in ac-

tion. The new design identifies three priority areas: a welcoming church that engages new, 

young and diverse people; a thriving church rooted in tradition and radically relevant; and a 

connected, sustainable church that shares in a common purpose and direction. 

  

The Future Church structure will be implemented in the churchwide organization on Feb. 1, 

2021. The structure will introduce three new home areas: Christian Community and Leader-

ship, led by the Rev. Philip Hirsch; Innovation, led by Ms. Mikka McCracken; and Service 

and Justice, led by the Rev. Rafael Malpica Padilla. Approximately 5% of the churchwide or-

ganization staff will be separated as a result of the new design. 

 

For more than 30 years the ELCA has experienced a rich history of ministry, but the church 

has also witnessed a pattern of significant decline with aging members and a membership 

profile that does not reflect the diversity of God’s creation. 

 

ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton told the council that the COVID-19 pandemic had 

brought into sharper focus the need to respond more quickly to this rapidly changing world. 

 

“Whether there had been a pandemic or not, we know we need to change. I think the pan-

demic helped us to see the urgency,” Eaton said. “We are presenting this design because 

we believe that this is the way God will enable us to move more quickly, more faithfully, and 

reach more people so that more people may know the way of Jesus.” 
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ELCA Corner (cont’d) 
 
ELCA Future Church (cont’d) 
 

William B. Horne II, ELCA vice president and chair of the Church Council, said he believes 

the new design provides the opportunity to be church together, bringing about collaboration 

throughout the broader church. 

 

In response to the continuing trends in membership and diversity and the data from an inno-

vation readiness survey, the following new criteria were affirmed for the ELCA:  

 

1.      Prioritize the engagement of new, young and diverse people.   

2.      Unite all expressions of the church (congregations, synods and the churchwide organi-

zation) into one church—together.   

3.      Align decision-making, accountability and leadership where best suited.   

4.      Operate in agile, flexible and speedy ways.   

5.      Act based on data and measurable impact.  

6.      Eliminate silos and divisions. 

 

New England Synod Advent Event 
 

During the Advent season we often talk a lot 

about the Holy Land of the past without talking 

much about the Holy Land of the present. What 

is going on in Bethlehem today? How are we 

called to accompany our Palestinian siblings in 

love, joy, hope, peace and justice? What does 

this mean for our own Advent journey? 

 

Join ELCA Young Adults and ELCA Peace Not Walls starting Nov. 30, for an Advent Pilgrim-

age in Palestine. This is a young adult led initiative that can be used by people of all ages. 

Over the course of the four weeks of Advent, young adults from the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land will lead us 

on this pilgrimage through story, education, and theological reflection. 

 

Every Monday of Advent, we will share a video reflection and every Wednesday of Advent, 

we will share a written blog post, accompanied by discussion questions and actionable items 

you can use with small groups. 

 

Register at https://www.nelutherans.org/faithinaction/events to receive Advent Pilgrim-

age in Palestine resources by email and/or to register for our opening educational webinar 

on Monday, November 30, from 8:30-9:30pm EST. Follow at #AdventInPalestine ! 

P a ge  2 1    S o la  Fi d e  H o li d ay /Ea r ly  W i n te r  20 2 0  



 

 

Communications– Quick Reference 
 
Telephone  

Give us a call at 978-475-4059. We’re not a 24x7 office but we try to reply to mes-

sages ASAP. 

Email 

 

We have various email addresses for specific needs but which ever one you use, you will get through 

to us: 

 Pastor Jen:  jen@faith-andover.org  (or even just pastor@faith-andover.org)  

 

 Church council: council@faith-andover.org (individual council member email addresses can be found at 
https://faith-andover.org/wp/council/ 

 Youth Director: tom@faith-andover.org 

 Music: abby@faith-andover.org and praiseband@faith-andover.org 

 Transition Team: transitionteam@faith-andover.org 

 Church Administrator: shauna@faith-andover.org 

 General inquires: info@faith-andover.org  

 Submitting announcements:announcements@faith-andover.org  

Print 

Our weekly bulletin, Forward with Faith and our quarterly newsletter, Sola Fide always have “all the 

news that’s fit to print” 

Online and Social Media 

 Website (www.faith-andover.org)  

 Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/Faith.Andover)  

 Instagram (www.instagram.com/faithandover) 

 Twitter (www.twitter.com/faithandover) 

 Vimeo (www.vimeo.com/user11533283/albums) 

 Tumblr (www.faithandover.tumblr.com)  

 Blogger (www.faithandover.blogspot.com) 

WiFi: SolaGratia 

Password: ph0eBeF@ith 
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360 South Main Street 

Andover, MA 01810-4824 

 

Phone: 978-475-4059 

E-mail: info@faith-andover.org 

Web address: www.faith-andover.org 

Faith Lutheran Church 

May each person feel invited to this 

community, feel equipped to use 

their gifts to the Glory of God, and 

feel sent to serve... 

Faith Lutheran 
Loving God Supremely... 

 Serving Others Joyfully 

Sola Fide  Holiday/Early Winter 2020 

All are welcome to join us for Online Sunday worship: 
 

9:45 AM – Blended Worship Service via Zoom 
 

 To receive the meeting ID and passcode, please send an email to the church office 

at shauna@faith-andover.org. 

 Stay after the online service for “virtual coffee hour” 

 For those who would prefer to worship at a later time, recordings of our services 

are available to view at your convenience on Vimeo. 

 See inside this issue for information on our Christmas services 

mailto:shauna@faith-andover.org
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6377027

