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 "Embracing Christ"  

Discipleship at FAITH 

Seeing and experiencing the             
temptations that abound, we center 
ourselves on Jesus Christ through 

our worship and study. 

Recognizing our blessings, and   
that we are not self-made, we name 
the name of God, giving thanks in 

daily life. 

Being blessed by God, we seek  to  
be a blessing unto others by giving 

of ourselves to our church and to  
our community.  

All events are virtual unless noted otherwise. 

 

 
 

MONDAY  February 1 

  7:00 PM “Love is the Way” study session (page 2) 
 

TUESDAY  February 2 

10:00 AM Bible Study - Hopes and Dreams Meeting (page 3) 
 

WEDNESDAY  February 3 

  1:00 PM “Love is the Way” study session (page 2) 
 

THURSDAY  February 4 

  7:30 PM Choir Zoom Check-in 
 

SATURDAY  February 6 

  9:00 AM Bible Study/Meditation (page 2) 
 

SUNDAY  February 7     

  9:45 AM Zoom Worship 

https://faith-andover.org 
https://www.facebook.com/faith.andover 
Send announcements to: 
 announcements@faith-andover.org 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America 

God’s work. Our hands. 

Scan this QR-Code with your 

smartphone or mobile device 

to make a donation to Faith! 

From My Perspective 

Reflections through a Lens of Faith from Pastor Jen 

“Well done...” 

Yesterday’s annual meeting of voting members of Faith Lutheran Church was historic! The pandemic made it impossible for 

us to meet in person, so we followed guidance from our synod and the ELCA and gathered and conducted business on 

Zoom. Who could’ve imagined! Many thanks for the apt leadership of Mary Johnson, our president. 

Annual meetings are opportunities to reflect and give thanks for the past year and look ahead with intention to the coming 

year. 

Some of the highlights of this year’s annual meeting for me were: 

 an outpouring of gratitude for the work of our staff (Shauna Wagner, Ingrid Marstaller, Chris Colford, Abby Schoppe, and 

Tom Schauer) who deftly pivoted in the midst of the pandemic to work and engage the congregation in new ways 

 a recognition that three of our staff members are celebrating significant work anniversaries: Ingrid Marstaller, 20 years; 

Tom Schauer, 10 years; Abby Schoppe, 10 years 

 an addition to the social ministry budget line item so that the newly established social ministry team can further support 

missions beyond ourselves 

 the election of a call committee which reflects diverse voices from the congregation and a clear desire on the part of the 

congregation to be sure to include the input of youth in the selection of a called pastor 

 the election of of two new council members (Beth Hempstead and Bill Mark Langdell) who will serve in the areas of  

stewardship and evangelism/fellowship respectively 

 thanksgiving for the service of Rick Cormier who has completed his term on council 

 a reminder that Roberts Rules of Order can be complicated 

Thank you for taking the time to attend the annual meeting and sharing your thoughts. A mark of the health of a congregation 

is that people feel free to voice differences of opinion and these differences are shared respectfully. Well done good and 

faithful servants! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Jen 

COVID Vaccine Sign-Up Assistance 

Eligible for the COVID vaccine and unsure how to sign up? Faith has a newly-formed Vaccine 
Assistance Team to help you through the process. Let Pastor Jen know if you'd like some 

help - we'll do our best to help you get an appointment as they become available. 

https://faith-andover.org
https://www.facebook.com/faith.andover/
mailto:announcements@faith-andover.org


TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

The Tuesday morning Bible study (10 am) is studying the Letter 

of James, one of the short non-St. Paul written letters which are 

grouped together in the New Testament right before the Book of 

Revelations.  Using Max Lucado's Life Lessons from James as 

a study guide, supplemented by other commentaries, they will 

be discussing James' exhortations on how to best live the  

Christian faith.  For more information about the Bible Study or 

the Lucado study guide, contact Louise Kress 

(louise.kress@comcast.net) or Cindy Schatz 

(schatzca@msn.com). 

SATURDAY BIBLE STUDY/MEDITATION 

The Bible Study/Meditation group meets via Zoom on              

Saturdays at 9:00 AM.   
 

If you would like to attend, please email socialministry@faith-

andover.org for the login details. 

Adult Study - "Love is the Way" 

Mondays, 7:00 PM; Wednesdays 1:00 PM 

The is the 4th week of Pastor Jen’s six-week conversation about Rev. Michael 
Curry's newest book, "Love is the Way: Holding Onto Hope in Troubling 
Times."  

If you’ve ever heard the Episcopal Church's Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
speak, you know that the message at the heart of his words is always love: 
love of God, love of your neighbor, love that transcends religion or gender or 
background. 

By sharing stories of his life, Bishop Curry illustrates why love is essential for 
addressing the seemingly insurmountable challenges facing the world today: 
poverty, racism, selfishness, deep ideological divisions, competing claims to 
speak for God. 

By learning to love completely and unselfishly, we have the power to change 
the world and put faith into action. Join us in conversation! 

Monday link, 7pm   
https://zoom.us/j/99258822860?
pwd=RGtYWkE3UXg5eEY2KzVvUmIz
NjVldz09 
Meeting ID: 992 5882 2860 
Passcode: 847826 

Wednesday link, 1:00 PM   
https://zoom.us/j/99576455573?
pwd=M2FmTmlaRzlBMTMvQkhHe
GFVbVZ4UT09 
Meeting ID: 995 7645 5573 
Passcode: 972730 

Adult Forum 

Sunday, February 21, 10:45 AM 

Luther, Bonhoeffer, Black Lives  Matter,                           
and the Role of the Church 

William Wood, a member of our congregation, has  
written a paper published in this month's Journal of  
Lutheran Ethics. He will lead discussion of the paper 
entitled, "Luther, Bonhoeffer, Black Lives Matter, and 
the Role of the Church," after worship on Sunday,   
February 21. The link to the article is here: https://
learn.elca.org/jle/luther-bonhoeffer-black-lives-matter-
and-the-role-of-the-church1/ 
 

It is a timely article and sure to lead to some good    
discussion and reflection. All are invited! (The Zoom 
link will be the same as the worship link - those who 
wish to participate will be invited to a particular 
breakout room after worship.) 

Financial Assistance available for Andover residents 
 

Andover residents with financial hardship as a result of    

unemployment, age or disability are invited to apply for     

one-time emergency assistance through the Margaret G. 

Towle Fund. The application and further details are available 

on their website: https://andoverma.gov/366/Towle-Fund. 

Living Options for Seniors 

On Thursday, February 4 at 7:00 p.m., Roland Jacobson and 

2 colleagues, called the Andover Senior Mentors, are hosting 

a Zoom program on "Living Options for Seniors."  The length 

of the presentation is a little over 1 hour. 

We have engaged 4 panelists from the Andover Senior   

Center, Elder Services of Merrimack Valley, the Andover 

Housing Authority, and a director of a Continuous Care    

Retirement Community to discuss the options of Living at 

Home, Living with Family, 55 and Over Communities, and 

Congregate Living as well as a range of services from   

agencies of the Council on Aging. 

Please register to attend using the link below and forward 

this invitation to others who might be interested. 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/

WN_qSX9cCwjQsOlykhW8RZSUQ  

 

DONATE BLOOD  
 

The Red Cross is holding a blood drive    

on Monday, March 1st from                       

9:00am-7:00pm  

at the 

North Andover Masonic lodge  

19 Johnson Street  

North Andover, MA 

Here is the link if you would like sign up for 

a time slot online: Manage Drives|Drive 

Details|View Schedule (redcrossblood.org)  

or contact Tom Baird at tom-

baird739@gmail.com with any questions. 

New England Synod Green Team News... 

We'd like fifty churches to work toward the Lutherans       
Restoring Creation covenant by Earth Day on April 22.  

For all the information your congregation needs to get    
started, go to this link: https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/
congregational_covenant_creation/. You can also watch    
the webinar on how to implement the covenant in your     
congregation here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
list=PLFPMTinJ7FKkVLP8olQBkDCZ7tNPMBRA8&v=yQA_
gyn7HjM&feature=youtu.be 
 

If this effort captures your interest let Pastor Jen know! 

#thespiritcatchesfaith 
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You are invited to a virtual Cottage meeting to share your “Hopes and Dreams” for the future of Faith Lutheran 

Church! 

Faith’s Transition Team is continuing the process of discernment to identify our future needs as we prepare for  

new pastoral leadership. This past November and December, we invited you to “History meetings” to share your 

memories of the church with others of our Faith community. We thank everyone who attended one of our virtual 

history meetings. Your responses during the history events describe Faith Lutheran as it was (past), and as it is 

now (present). 

Now, we would like to meet with you again via virtual “Cottage meetings” to share your input regarding the future 

of Faith Lutheran- where would we like to go?  We will gather online to reflect on Faith Lutheran’s strengths and 

challenges, as well as our hopes and dreams for the future of Faith. We will ask each of you for a few ideas in each 

of these    categories as we put together a compelling vision for Faith and future pastor(s). 

Even if you previously attended a History meeting, it is very important that you also attend a Cottage  

meeting. Attending an online Cottage meeting is your opportunity to make your voice heard.  We would like to get 

as many people as possible involved in this process.  We will host meetings after Sunday church service and on 

other dates.  We will have these meetings on different days and times to accommodate everyone.  

Please sign up for a Cottage meeting on the church website or click here. Our virtual meetings support both smart      

devices (computers, Pads, Phones) & audio phones. We recommend that you make some notes of your thoughts 

in advance of the meeting. The general questions we will discuss are listed below.  
 

1. What are the strengths of the congregation/staff/pastor? 

2. What are the challenges we face, in our church and our broader communities? 

3. What are your hopes and dreams for the future of FLC? 
 

For those of you who cannot or prefer not to join a virtual Cottage meeting, we have a way to collect your input. 

Call the church office at 978-475-4059, or send an email to transitionteam@faith-andover.org to request a      

questionnaire to complete at home, or arrange for a telephone call with a member of the Transition Team 

 

After all the meetings are completed, the Transition Team will prepare a summary of the Cottage meeting          

discussions to share with the congregation.  

We look forward to hearing your “hopes and dreams” for the future of Faith!! 

Sign up for a Cottage Meeting 

The Transition Team needs you to sign up for the Cottage Meeting you plan to attend. We have many options 

and it is very important to know the number expected at each meeting. The alternative is like having a dinner 

but not knowing how many guests to expect. We have planned Cottage Meetings for many of the popular 

church groups at Faith. 

 

Already scheduled: The Church Council, The Tuesday Bible Study, The Music Programs (choir, bells, praise 

band) and After Sunday Church Zoom (two dates) 

To be scheduled: Saturday Meditation, Youth Group parents, Kids Club Parents, Sunday School Parents, 

SuperFLY and Empty Nesters. 

Click HERE to sign up.  Thanks 

If the group or date is not in the signup, please contact the Transition Team at  

transitionteam@faith-andover.org 
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