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JULY 2017
SuperFLY – Youth Summer Mission Trip!

Tom Schauer, July 15, 2017

There were 19 of us participating in this year’s Youth Mission Trip in Newark Valley, NY. The kids did 
some light construction and painting for homeowners in the area who are in quite a bit of need! Newark 
Valley is a small rural community outside of Ithaca, NY and the residents there can really use a lot of 
help. The kids had a lot of fun getting to know one another, growing in Faith, gaining a little self-
confidence and knowledge about construction and serving others. We also had a lot of fun on the trip 
too! A big thank you to Jen Steinberg and Jim Boyle for chaperoning the entire week! You guys did 
awesome!!! And we couldn’t have done it without you!!! Also, a big thank you to everyone who help 
support this effort. To say that the kids got a lot out of this trip or that they had a good time is an 
understatement! I think the kids will remember this experience for a long time to come and it will shape 
their Faith in the future! It really was a worthwhile endeavor!
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FireFLY - Parent/Child Hut Backpacking Trip!

Tom Schauer, July 2, 2017

We had 19 kids and adults participate in this years’ Parent/Child Hut Backpacking Trip! On Saturday, we 
started hiking from the Highland Center at Crawford Notch and hiked 2.6 miles to the AMC's Mizpah 
Springs Hut in the White Mountains. Mizpah is in the bible you know! We claimed our bunks and then a 
group of us made a trip to the summit of Mt. Pierce! It was pouring rain but everyone had a good time!
Many of these kids (and adults) had never stayed at a hut before. They were amazed at how cool the hut 
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was! We had a great dinner made by the hut "croo" of soup, homemade bread, salad, lasagna, 
vegetable and dessert. The kids had an awesome time playing together and having fun while the parents 
got to know each other better. It was great to see! I think everyone remarked at some point during the 
trip how great they thought the fellowship time was and how much they would remember this trip for a 
long time to come! Thank you to all the parents who participated in this great event! It was awesome! 
You could just feel the Spirit moving in the conversations. It was so great to be out there having fun in 
the wilderness and being together! Maybe we didn't see a really great view on this trip, or maybe we 
really did! You be the judge!!!
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JUNE 2017
“FireFLY”- End of the Year Cookout!

Tom Schauer, June 17, 2017

The Fire Fly Group had their Annual End of the Year Cookout at the Neuman’s house this year!!! There 
were over 40 people from 10 different families there! A Big Thank-you to Bill & Suzanne Neuman for 
graciously offering their home to host this year! The food was really amazing and Bill made an awesome 
slip & slide for the kids! A big thank you to all the families who came out for this great event! We 
couldn't have done it without you!!! This was such a great fellowship opportunity for the church, and it 
was really fun! Thank you to Bill & Suzanne for hosting! I can't wait for the one next year! It is going to 
rock!!!
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MAY 2017
Super Fly - Giant Youth Yard Sale!!!

Tom Schauer, May 28, 2017

Congratulations to the High School Youth Group at Faith Lutheran Church! Together, we made over 
$1000.00 at this year's Giant Youth Yard Sale! The kids did a great job moving tables, putting up signs, 
organizing, pricing, helping people out and cleaning up the tables at the end! All the proceeds for this 
Youth Yard Sale goes to the Youth Mission Trip this summer!!! That is really awesome!!! A big thank you 
to all the kids who helped out and to everyone who donated stuff for this day to happen! Also a big 
thank you to Beth Barnard, Klaus & Diane Dahl, Rita Zielstorff, Chris Hayward, Swanna Champlin, Bill 
Pennington and Doug Peterson for help out! You all rock! Also a big thank you to Thrivent Financial for 
giving us an Action Grant for this project! It was really awesome!!! In all we had 14 kids participate in the 
Giant Youth Yard Sale! That was really great! Thank you!!! And thank you kids!!! You all are fantastic!!!
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The Coolest Bake Sale Eva!

Tom Schauer, May 24, 2017
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Congratulations to everyone who helped out at "The Coolest Bake Sale Eva!" Together, we raised over 
$405.00 for the Youth Mission Trip to Newark, NY this summer! The kids will do some light construction 
projects like building stair cases, supporting a rotting porch or stuff like painting the outside of a house. 
Along the way, there will be a lot of getting to know other High School kids from across the country, 
singing and devotions, fun and a little bit of getting to know more about each other, yourself and God in 
their lives! A special thank you to all the Bakers who brought in items to sell for this Bake Sale! And 
thank you to all the kids who volunteered to staff the table during all three services! You did an 
awesome job!!! And thank you to all the people from the church who bought items for the Bake Sale 
and supported this great effort! You are all pretty amazing!!! And I couldn't do this without you!!! Thank 
you so much for supporting this great cause! You rock! Thank you!
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APRIL 2017
Day Four - April Vacation Volunteer Camp!

Tom Schauer, April 20, 2017

Day Four - April Vacation Volunteer Camp! - On Thursday, we worked at the Giving Garden in North 
Andover, MA. The Giving Garden is a project started by the South Church in Andover and is located on 
the Grounds of the Rolling Ridge Conference Center in North Andover. It is an all volunteer operation 
and they bring most of their produce to a local food pantry in Lawrence called Neighbors in Need. 10 
percent of harvest goes to Rolling Ridge for letting them use their land. The whole operation was only 
started two years ago and it has been really successful!!! Last year they donated 3000 pounds of fresh 
vegetables to people who might not be able to have access to them. The kids liked knowing they were 
making a difference in the lives of people for the better. It was also a beautiful day and the kids really 
had a lot of fun working there! Fran, the facilitator was awesome and had a great time with the kids!!!It 
was awesome!!! Such a great week! Thank you to everyone for helping out! Great stuff! You all rock! 
You know it! Thank you! It was awesome!!!
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Day Three - April Vacation Volunteer Camp!

Tom Schauer, April 19, 2017

Day Three - April Vacation Volunteer Camp! - Today we helped out at The Merrimack Valley Habitat for 
Humanity Re-Store project! The kids did an awesome job organizing goods, using the pricing gun and 
stocking shelves! They really worked hard at what they were doing and did a great job!!! The Habitat Re-
Store in Lawrence does a great job of selling new and gently used goods that have been donated by 



24

people or businesses to create much needed funds to build homes in the area for people who otherwise 
might not be able to afford them due to their circumstances. Each house costs around $150,000 to build 
and they just finished 10 units in Lawrence at 100 Parker St. Faith Lutheran Church helps build these 
houses once a month!!! I have heard there are like 5 more homes in the works! They offer these homes 
with a no interest affordable mortgage too! It was awesome to see such a great team at work! And to 
show the kids what it was like to be a part of a great organization doing good and helping build their 
community in their neighborhoods!!! It was great to see! Awesome work!!! Thank you Habitat for 
Humanity for all that you do! You rock!!! Thank you!!! It was awesome!!!
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Day Two - April Vacation Volunteer Camp!

Tom Schauer, April 18, 2017

Day Two - April Vacation Volunteer Camp! - Today, we volunteered at Cape Ann Animal Aid in 
Gloucester. It was a great day! We got there and they gave us a tour and a volunteer orientation session. 
Then we broke up into teams and help flatten and shred newspaper, rake, weed, sweep, wash tables 
and some general landscaping. Along the way, we got to hang out in the cat room and play with the 
dogs ready for adoption! That was really awesome!!! A big thank you to Suzanne Neuman and Mark 
Luders for chaperoning the entire day! You guys did awesome! We couldn't have done it without you!!! 
In all, we had sixteen kids and three adults participate for a total of 19! A big huge thank you to Cape 
Ann Animal Aid for making it happen and also the great work they do! I think the kids had a great time, 
and it was an experience they will not soon forget! Here's hoping all the dogs and cats find good homes 
soon! That is my hope!!! Thank you!!! It was a really awesome day!!!
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Day One - April Vacation Volunteer Camp!

Tom Schauer, April 17, 2017

Day One - April Vacation Volunteer Camp - The kids met at the church this morning and made dinner, 
dessert and cards for the "Prime Timers" of the church. Then the kids packaged them up and delivered 
them to seven stops. I'm not sure who had a better time today, the kids who had a great time in the 
kitchen talking to one another, or the "Prime Timers" who got their packages delivered to them. All in all 
it was a great day. We even got to stop at Dunkin Donuts on the way home. The kids are continuing to 
do service projects like this all week. If you have any questions, please see Tom. It is going to be 
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awesome! Please join us! You don't want to miss out on this great time!!! Thank you so much! It is going 
to be awesome!!!



35



36



37

Easter Egg Hunt!

Tom Schauer, April 15, 2017
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Easter Egg Hunt Day! We read "Old Turtle. I asked them where did they see God? One kid said, 
Everywhere!!!" Then I asked them to look at their neighbor. Did Jesus rise again for them too? They all 
said, "Yes!" Then we prayed to be kind to one another, because Jesus loves everyone and God is in each 
of us, and we should love each other, and ourselves too, even though we are different! God does, and so 
should we!!! These kids are great!!! I think they are awesome!!! Happy day before Easter!!! Thank you 
to everyone who helped out to make this day happen! It was a great morning. Nice to see so many 
smiling faces. You are all awesome!!! Have a great day tomorrow! Happy Easter!!!
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Super Fly - Service Project & Dinner at Fuddruckers!!!

Tom Schauer, April 10, 2017

The Super Fly (High School Group) met on a Saturday night and had an awesome time filling Easter Eggs 
for the Easter Egg Hunt next Saturday. There were 21 kids and 3 adult chaperones for a total of 24!!! We 
filled over 500 eggs in under an hour! That was amazing!!! Then we talked about the Youth Mission Trip 
this summer. That was really great and the kids are awesome!!! We are really looking forward to that
trip. The community in Newark, NY really needs it!!! Then we went to Fuddruckers in Andover for an 
awesome dinner!!! It was great! A big thank you to Dawn DiPersio and Mary Ann Cox for chaperoning 
the entire night. And thank you to all the kids who participated in this great service project!!! It was 
awesome!!! Thank you so much!!!
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MARCH 2017
Fire Fly - Wednesday Night Kid's Club!

Tom Schauer, March 30, 2017

Last night was the last of the Wed Night Kid's Clubs for this year! What an awesome program it was! 
There were about 7-8 families who participated each week. We met for 5 Wednesdays in the Fall and 
then for the last 4 weeks this Winter. The kids participated in Games, Bible Lessons, Arts & Crafts each 
night and then we all had dinner together as group! It was really awesome!!! A big thank you to 
everyone who helped out in the kitchen! The food was really good!!! Also, a big thank you to everyone 
who participated in this great project. I think it turned out really good! The parents really enjoyed 
spending time with the kids, and you know the kids were having a great time! You could just see the 
look on their faces. The smiles said it all! Look for this program to start up again in the Fall next year! As 
always, we could use some more table parents and cooks in the kitchen! If you would like to help, please 
let Tom know. We can use all the support we can get! It is going to be awesome! You all rock!!! Take 
care!!!
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Fly - Confirmation Camp at Camp Calumet!

Tom Schauer, March 26, 2017
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We had a Wicked Awesome time for Confirmation Camp at Camp Calumet this year! We got there 
Friday night after stopping at Friendly's on the way up there. There was great "Get To Know You Games" 
let by Adam and a wonderful devotions led by Judy on Friday night! Saturday, we had a really great time 
during Confirmation Time, and then the kids had a lot of fun doing wonderful activities such as hiking up 
Jackman's Ridge, Water Colors, BroomBall and sledding on the tobbogan run!!! Then we had another 
fantastic Confirmation time with our group. To finish the night we had a great game of trivia will all the 
Youth Groups and then an ice cream social! On Sunday, we had a fantastic worship service at Camp 
Calumet and even more Confirmation Curriculum time and we finished with one last hike up Jackman's 
Ridge! A big thank you to the staff at Camp Calumet, the food was awesome, the activities were great, 
and the atmosphere was so good! Also, a big thank you to Lynn Wong who chaperoned the entire 
weekend! All in all, we had 10 participants this weekend, eight kids and two adults. It was an awesome 
time! I can't wait for next year! It is going to be even better!!! You all rock!!! And have a good day!!!
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Fire Fly - CoCo Keys Night!!!

Tom Schauer, March 18, 2017

We had a great time at the Family CoCo Keys Night in Danvers! There were ten people who went. It was 
just so great hanging out with everyone and getting to know them better!!! The kids had fun in the 
water slide, lazy river, basketball station and kiddie pool! It was really awesome!!! A church family that 
goes water sliding together is going to stay together!!! It was great fun!!! Thank you to all the kid who 
participated and all the parents who brought them! It was awesome!!! Check out some other great 
family activites that are going to be hapening soon! They are going to be great! Please join us!!! You 
won't want to miss them!!!
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Wed Night Kid's Club! - Great Start!!!

Tom Schauer, March 8, 2017

The Wed. Night Kid's Club is off to a great start! We had 8 kids last night and 20 people all together. The 
kids had a great time with the bible lesson, games & activities and then and arts & crafts project at the 
end. Then we all had dinner together as a group. A big huge thank you to all the parents who came this 
evening and our very great "Table Parents", you did a tremendous job! Thank you so much! Also, a big 
shout out to our kitchen crew, dinner was awesome! Chicken nuggets, tater tots, mac & cheese, 
vegetable and desert! It was so good! One parent remarked when leaving, "I can't believe what a good 
time this was. It was great getting to know everyone better. It was so great to be a part of this 
wonderful evening." Don't forget, we have three more Wed. Night Kid's Club in the month of November! 
Everyone is welcome to join us! It is that awesome!!! Take care!!! And stay out of trouble!!!
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FEBRUARY 2017
Awesome Youth Talent Show & Chili Cook-Off!

Tom Schauer, February 24, 2017

What a really great time we had at the Youth Talent Show and Chili Supper Cook-Off! The kids did an 
awesome job in the talent show and there were over 10 Pots of Chili entered into the contest! I thought 
there would be like 5!!!Together, we raised over $500.00 for the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston in 
2018! And donations still keep on coming in!!! And, 10 kids from church participated in this great event, 
which means each kid will get $50.00 to go to Houston in 2018! Congratulations, to Kurt Hoffman & The 
Kids for winning the "Golden Spoon" Award this year! It was awesome!!! And a big huge thank you to 
everyone who brought their Chili entries to the cook-off, they were all great in their own way!!! I know 
who my favorites were!!! Also, a big thank you to our esteemed judges who helped officiate the cook-
off last night! You all did great and I can't thank you enough!!! What a great Spirit there was in the room 
that we could all watch and clap for the kids really loudly and all have a great church supper together!!! 
A church that eats together, is going to stay together!! That is for sure!!! Thank you for your support! 
You are all awesome! And you all rock!!!
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Fly - Valentines Favors for Bread & Roses!

Tom Schauer, February 11, 2017
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The Fly Group (Middle School Kids) had a great time making Valentines favors for Bread and Roses last 
night! There were five kids and two parent chaperones for a total of seven! We had a great time making 
the favors, talking and eating some terrific pizza!!! It was actually a really great time!!! Thank you all the 
awesome kids for being there! A big huge thank you goes to Eleanor Storch & Arockiadoss Rosario for 
chaperoning the entire night! You all are are awesome!!! Bread and Roses is a soup kitchen in 
Lawerence were we serve once a month. Thanks for supporting such a great project!!! And you are all 
awesome! Thanks! You rock!!!
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Super Fly - Homeless Emergency Care Kits!

Tom Schauer, February 4, 2017

These Youth's. I am so proud of them! We met at the church at 6:00 PM on Saturday night and made 
about 20 Homeless Care Kits. Each included soap, comb, toothbrush, shampoo, razor, handy wipes, 
granola bar, water and a McDonalds gift card. We used a Thrivent Action Grant to buy some of the 
supplies for this project and some of the gift cards. We also made chili, sandwiches, fleece blankets and 
fleece scarves to pass out. The kids put the kits together and made the sandwiches and then we went 
into Boston. We started at the BU-Kenmore Square area and the headed over to the Copley Square area 
and then finished be the Boston Public Market. The kids passed out the kits, sandwiches and blankets 
and even served the Chili. It was good to be able to serve others but also just to talk and interact with all 
of these people. I think sometimes they just feel like they are passed by. Maybe we all feel like we need 
to be noticed sometimes. But we understand that God notices us all the time!!! A big thanks to all the 
kids and parents who participated in this great event. Wether you donated toilettties, made blankets, 
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lent us you car or Crockpot or just drove kids to this event, thank you for you support on this project. 
Also thank you to these great kids who helped out on this night. You are all awesome!!! Thank you!!! 
You all rock!!! Thanks for letting the Light of Christ shine through you!!!
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JANUARY 2017
Tashi and The Monk! - Fleece Hats Pictures!!!

Tom Schauer, January 30, 2017

I could live off the feeling I get from these pictures for a few years. They are so awesome! This is what 
you did Faith Lutheran. This is what you did. The kids got together and for one day of the April Vacation 
Volunteer Camp made fleece hats for the kids at Jhamste Gatsal an orphanage in Tibet. Suzanne 
Newman and Stacey McKenna do you remember working all afternoon on sewing machines so the kids 
could could finish these hats. Faith people did you remember watching Tashi and the Monk, this is 
where the free will offering went to. Jerry, who came to our church that night said the hats were passed 
out in November, but it takes a while for the pictures to get back to here. Thank you to everyone who 
helped out on this project. These pictures are just so awesome for me to see! Thank you!!! You all 
rock!!!
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Quake Zone Weekend!!!

Tom Schauer, January 28, 2017

What a great time at Quake Zone in Boston we are having!!! We got here last night to the hotel and had 
a great time with the musicians and speakers. Today we had breakfast, packaged 3000 meals, lunch with 
Agape, pool time, card games, activities and games, dinner with Dan and now dance party and crazy 
dress night. And that is not all yet, we still got campfire and devotions and Sunday worship tomorrow. 
This is a great group of kids and it is really awesome getting to know them better! They have so much to 
offer, and the world is going to be a better place because of it!!! They are that awesome!!! Really 
great!!!
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Super Fly - Trip to Boston Photo Scavenger Hunt!

Tom Schauer, January 24, 2017

We had a really awesome time at The Super Fly (High School) Trip to Boston Photo Scavenger Hunt this 
year!!! We took the train into Boston on and went over to Indoor Market and Faneuil Hall area!!! We all 
had a great lunch and then started the Photo Scavenger Hunt in the afternoon! The kids had a big list 
this year, there were over 30 tasks the kids had to complete as a group!!! But they did it!!! And they got 
them done all in under an hour! I don't know which was better for me seeing them interact as a group or 
them having such a good time in Boston! I also think that it was cool that they got to see some of the 
participants in the Women's March. That was one of the tasks to talk with someone that was there. A 
big huge special thanks to all the kids who went. And a big thanks to all the parents that brought kids 
that day! You are awesome!!! And I still owe you a prize!!! You rock!!! Thank you so much. It really was a 
great time!!! You could just see it on the kids faces what a good time they had!!! Truly Awesome!!! 
Thank you!!!
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DECEMBER 2016
Family Christmas Vacation Camp!

Tom Schauer, December 30, 2016

We had a great time during our Family Vacation Christmas Camp! On Wed night we wrote letters and 
made cards for Military Personnel abroad and also affiliated with our church. The kids also drew pictures 
and colored in specially made bible verse cards to be included with the letters! I read all the kids letters 
before I put them in the envelope and they were all really great!!!. They were really well done!!! I 
couldn't believe how amazing they were!!! Then we had pizza and salad afterward and cookies for 
dessert. It was a really great night. It was awesome talking with the kids and learning from one another. 
So great getting to know them a little bit better. A big thanks to Corrine Williams and Pam Chalupa for 
chaperoning! You all are awesome!!! Look for us to do this activity again!!! It was a really great night! 
And awesome helping to support our troops! I can't say enough about this activity! It was awesome!!! 
Thank you all for helping out!!!
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Super Fly - Christmas Party!

Tom Schauer, December 20, 2016

The Super Fly Christmas Party was last night. We had 8 awesome kids and two chaperones attend this 
year. We decorated the cross on The church's front lawn. And then we went over to Lawrence to pass 
out some gift cards to some unsuspecting shoppers. Two of the families that we gave gift cards too 
wanted to hug the teens, they were so happy. Then one of the mom's with with a five or six year old 
daughter said, "They must have known you were going into the hospital soon, that is why they wanted 
to give you a gift card." Then just to see the smile one one of the kids faces as he handed over the gift 
card. It was just priceless. I won't forget it for a long time!!! Then we all went over to Orange Leaf for 
frozen yogurt afterward! It was awesome!!! Thank you to Rhonda Boudreau for chaperoning and driving 
the whole night. And thank you to all the parents who brought kids, and the kids who participated this 
night. You are all awesome! I always look forward to this event every year. And this year did not 
disappoint! It was awesome! Thank you!
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Christmas Cookie Walk!

Tom Schauer, December 18, 2016

Congratulations to everyone who helped out and baked and bought cookies for the Christmas Cookie 
Walk this past Sunday! Together, we raised over $400.00 for the 2nd Week Fund! This will allow a lot of 
the older kids who want to go to camp (something they desperately want to do) for two weeks. In hopes 
of getting these scholarships the kids help out with service, fellowship and worship opportunities for the 
church. It is as awesome relationship! One that is good on both sides! Thank you again to everyone who 
helped out. At one point, I saw over 20 different kinds of cookies, and we must have sold over 40 tins to 
people! That is awesome news!!! And I know some of them tasted really good! I bought a tin for my 
family!!! Thank you to everyone for helping out and making this a great time!!! It was awesome! You all 
rock! Thank you! Thank you!



86



87

Fire Fly - Laser Tag & Pizza Night!

Tom Schauer, December 7, 2016

This past Saturday, the Fire Fly group (Grades 3rd-6th) had an Awesome time playing Laser Tag at Lazer 
Craze in North Andover. We had 24 kids and parents participate this time around. I am not sure which 
was better for me to see, all the kids running around with big happy faces, or seeing the adults laughing 
and joking around like they were kids with each other too! It was awesome! I know this, a church family 
that plays laser tag together will probably stay together!!! Thank you to all the parents who brought kids 
out on this night tonight, and thank to all the parents who drove extra kids in their cars. You are 
awesome!!! Check out the next Fire Fly activity in January! It is going to be awesome!!! Please join us!!!
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NOVEMBER 2016
Super Fly - Bread Making for Seniors!

Tom Schauer, November 22, 2016

The Super Fly group got together at church this past Saturday and made homemade bread and cookies 
for the "Seniors and "Prime Timers" of the church. The kids made the stuff themselves and they also 
made handwritten Thanksgiving cards to go along with the packages too. In the bags were: Homemade 
Pumpkin Bread, Banana Blueberry Bread and White Chocolate Cranberry Cookies! In total, the kids 
made 22 packages to be given out to the awesome "Seniors" and "Prime Timer's of the church! Thank 
you to all the great kids who participated in this awesome event. And thank you to Rhonda Boudrea and 
Lynn Wong for chaperoning the entire afternoon and going out last minute shopping when we need it! 
You all did wicked awesome!!! Thank you all!!! You all rock!!!
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Youth Cookie Jar Sale and Bake Sale Table!

Tom Schauer, November 15, 2016

Thank you to everyone who made stuff for the Youth Bake Sale and bought baked items and Cookie 
Jars! Together, we raised $400.00 on the Cookie Jar Sale for the Youth Mission Trip Fund. And also , 
$350.00 for the Youth Fund on the Bake Sale! Congratulations! It is such a blessing to this church that 
there is so much support or outpouring of generosity for the Youth! It truly says a lot about the mission 
of this church at Faith Andover! And where you think the future of this church is! You all are awesome!!! 
You all rock!!! Thank you!!!
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Fire Fly - Thanksgiving Food Boxes!

Tom Schauer, November 12, 2016

The Fire Fly Group had a great time packing Thanksgiving Food Boxes today at the church. Each 
Thanksgiving Food Box contains enough food to feed a family of four for a week. A great blessing to ease 
the stress over this holiday season. The food boxes will be delivered to Lazarus House Ministries in 
Lawrence this afternoon. What a great way for all these kids to learn about giving back to the 
community! And to give of themselves by serving others. They all rock!!! And thank you to all the 
parents who brought these great kids to church this morning!!! You all rock too!!! And the coffee was 
outstanding!!! Take care!!! And have a great day!!! And we'll see you soon!!! God is with you!!!
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Super Fly - College Care Packages!

Tom Schauer, November 3, 2016

The kids had a great time making Halloween College Care Packages for Faith's freshman! They did 
awesome!!! They made homemade chocolate chip cookies and them put them together with some little 
Halloween toys. They also put cards and a prayer book in them too. After having a great pizza dinner, 
then we went to Screamfest at Canobie Lake Park! Even I went through all the haunted houses. The kids 
kept the monsters away from me, it was awesome!!! We had seven kids there, and we made 11 care 
packages! And we didn't get home till midnight! Thank you to Dave Boudreau for chaperoning the entire 
night! You did awesome!!! This was a great event that I look forward to every year. Check out bread 
making for the "Seniors" next month! It is going to be awesome! See ya there!!!
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OCTOBER 2016
Fire Fly - Cookie Jar Making!

Tom Schauer, October 28, 2016

The kids had an awesome time making Cookie Jar's! We got all 50 of them done in under two hours!!! A 
new record this year!!! The kids had a great time measuring the ingredients and layering the jars. A big 
favorite was the ghosts, pumpkins and monster peeps candy in the s'more's jars. The Youth are making 
the Cookie Jars to sell at A-Z Zimbabwe Sunday on Nov 6th during all three services. The proceeds from 
the Cookie Jars are going to the Youth Mission Trip Fund. There are five kinds of Cookie Jars -
M&M's,White Chocolate Cranberry, Blonde Brownies, Halloween S'mores, and Ginger Bread Cookies! 
We are going to sell them for $10.00 each. Thank you to Caroline D'Agostino and Corrine Williams for 
helping out during the event! You all are great!! Visit us at the Youth Table during A-Z Zimbabwe 
Sunday. It is going to be awesome!!! Please join us!!!
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Wed Night Kid's Club!

Tom Schauer, October 20, 2016

We had an AWESOME TIME at the Wed Night Kid's Club last night! There were about 15 kids that went, 
plus adults for a total of around 30 people! The kids had a great bible session, played games and did 
some cool crafts while the adults participated in a Meditation Session with Pastor Jon! The kids thought 
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about what it means for God to love them as much as the mountains and oceans. It was pretty great!!! 
Then we all ate dinner together!!! And dinner was great too!!! Thank you to all who cooked!!! There is 
still time to join us for next Wed. We are going to meet every Wed until this Thanksgiving! And 
remember, next Wed to for the kids to wear their Halloween Costumes!!! It is going to be awesome!!!

The Giving Garden - Service Project Day!

Tom Schauer, October 15, 2016
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As part of Faith's Day of Service, families spent the morning at "The Giving Garden" in North Andover 
helping harvest vegetables before the frost sets in. The Giving Garden is a project of the South Church in 
Andover that grows fruits and vegetables which are then given to the Neighbors in Need program so 
families of all income levels can have access to fresh fruit and vegetables. This is a great project to be 
involved in and one that many other churches in Andover have been a part of. This morning we got an 
introduction to the garden and then helped pick tomatoes and throw the vines into the compost bin. 
Who knew it would be so much work. There were about 20 of us there and we only made a dent in it! 
Thank you to Fran from the South Church who was a great leader this morning and showed us all what 
to do. You are awesome!!! And thank you to all the families that came out on this beautiful morning. It 
was great hanging out with you all!!! You are all awesome people. And it was great getting to know you 
all better!!! If you would like to find out more about "The Giving Garden" and all the great work they do, 
or how to volunteer on your own, you can go here: It is a great project. And thank you for a really fun 
morning!!!

http://southchurch.com/giving-garden/
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Columbus Day Family Camp-Out!

Tom Schauer, October 12, 2016

This past weekend several families from Faith Lutheran Church participated in the Columbus Day Family 
Campout at Camp Calumet in Freedom, NH! It was an awesome time as you can see from the smiles on 
everyone's faces. Even the rain didn't stop as from having fun!!! There were campfires, kids fun time, 
hiking up Jackman's Ridge, Pumpkin Carving, Apple Cider Making, beach sitting, just talking with one 
another, worship on Sunday and much more!!! The best parts for me were helping each other set up our 
tents on Friday night and just hiking and talking with one another! It was great getting to know everyone 
on a deeper level and stopping to take a break in this crazy world for a while. Even the dogs that were 
with us had fun! And let's talk about the meals! Boy, were the meals good! We even had brunch on 
Sunday with waffles!!! It was great!!! It was also cool looking at the new cabins they are building behind 
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the Conference Center! All in all, it was a great weekend!!! Thanks for everyone who participated!!! It 
was really cool to hang out with you all!!! You all rock!!! And it was great getting to know you more!!!
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Hike for Hope!

Tom Schauer, October 4, 2016
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Faith Lutheran Church had an awesome time in the Hike for Hope walk this past Sunday! Together, we 
had 14 walkers participate in the Faith Lutheran Church "Youth" Team and raised over $480.00 for 
Lazarus House Ministries. We had a great time walking the 3 mile course and talking the whole way. 
Then, we were treated to a great barbecue lunch and ice cream afterward. The best part was, it is all for 
a good cause. Lazarus House Ministries operates a food pantry and soup kitchen in Lawrence, MA called 
Bread and Roses where we serve one Monday a month. Thank you to all the walkers who participated 
and everyone from church who donated too!!! You are all awesome!!! If you didn't get a chance to 
make a contribution, it is not too late. You can go online and make a contribution for Team Faith 
Lutheran Church here. Thank you for your support!!!
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SEPTEMBER 2016
Tashi and The Monk! - Family Movie Night!

Tom Schauer, September 29, 2016

What a great night we had last night! Over fifty people from the church joined us for Faith's Special 
Family Movie Night! The church had an International dinner, screened the movie, hosted a short 
question and answer period by Jerry Zadow who is treasurer of Jhamste Internation, the U.S. 
counterpart to the orphanage and then finished with a free will offering. Together they raised close to 
$500.00 for the orphanage located in northwestern India and Tibet. Jerry was also going to deliver 
eighty five fleece hats that the church’s Sunday School kids made during their April Vacation Volunteer 
Camp to kids of Jhamst Gatsal right in time for winter. It is starting to get cold there too! Malden Mills in 
Lawerence donated the fleece for the project.

You might ask, why would a Lutheran church in Andover, MA help a Buddhist orphanage that is located 
in northwest India and Tibet. One reason is need, these children come from horrible situations and 
sometimes sleep two to a bed because there are not enough beds for all the children. The other reason 
is there success rate, through love and compassion these kids achieve some of the highest test scores in
their area and most go onto college.

For more information about Faith's Movie Night's you can go to our website. To learn more about 
Jhamste Gatsal you can go to their website at www.jhamstegatsal.org
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Acolyte Team Commander Training Sessions!

Tom Schauer, September 27, 2016

We had a total of 8 Acolyte Team Commanders join us for the three acolyte training sessions this year! 
They all did wicked awesome!!! A lot of them said how fun it was being an acolyte!!! And, "This is wicked 
cool!" It is so awesome to have the kids learning about God and serving the church in this way!!! I can't 
emphasize how important it is for the future of the church to have kids involved in the life of the church 
somehow! It is really awesome!!! And it is really great for everyone!!! Not pictured are Bobbly 
Haltmeier, Mia Lock, Aria Nepomnayshy and Nolan Kearney!!! Sorry guys, I forgot to take the picture!!! 
But you are all still awesome! Thank you!
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AUGUST 2016
Super Fly - Week Long Mission Trip to RI!
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Tom Schauer, August 15, 2016

Super Fly - Week Long Mission Trip to Woonsocket, RI - This summer we had twelve high school kids and 
two adult chaperones participate in the Week Long Mission Trip to Woonsocket, RI. It was a great time 
and the kids really had a lot of fun meeting other kids from around the country, living in a school for the 
week, taking ownership of a project, learning new skills and most importantly serving others. This area 
has some very old neighborhoods that have been hit hard by job loss and the economic downturn. The 
organizers mix the kids up between different youth groups and place them in work teams for the week 
pairing them up with their own “resident”. The relationships that these kids form between each other 
and their residents are strong and lasting. In all, there were, 408 kids that participated in this particular 
Mission Trip comprised of 17 different churches and 12 different states making up 67 work groups at 55 
sites. My group constructed a deck and stairs for the week that replaced a set of old masonry steps that 
were caving in. The homeowner was so appreciative. She bought us pizza on the last day and attended 
devotions with us. She said, “My idea of young people has totally changed over the course of the week. I 
never knew they cared so deeply about these things. My eyes have been opened to what they can do.” 
A big thanks to Jen Steinberg who chaperoned and drove the entire week with the kids. We 
couldn’t have done it without you. You rock!!! Also, a big huge thank you everyone who donated to 
make this trip possible. We couldn’t have done it without you also. It is a very big blessing to these kids, 
one that they will remember for a lifetime. One of the many highlights for me was when a kids from our 
Youth Group sat down to Friday dinner and said, “Tom this was wicked fun. I hope we get to this again 
next year.”
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