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Calumet Wilderness Hike Aug. 5-11 

Tom Schauer, August 9, 2012 

Tom's Pics from the Mountains! 

 

 Aug. 5 

 

 Aug 6. - 5:18 pm  

 
 

 
 
 

Aug.7 - 6:01 am  
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Aug. 9 - Time for Lunch!  

 

 

  

 

  
 

 
Aug. 10 - 5:47 am 
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Dinner Time! 
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Whitewater Rafting Aug. 31 - Sept. 2 

Tom Schauer, September 10, 2012 

Here're a few pictures from our Whitewater Rafting trip on the Kennebec River!  Our 
guides were the greatest! 
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Fall Fling Sept. 21 - 23 

Tom Schauer, September 23, 2012 

FLY Youth Group during Fall Fling Weekend at Camp Calumet 

     We had great meals, cabins, theme sessions, broom-ball, canoeing, arts and 
crafts, ice cream and campfires! The Holy Spirit works in mysterious ways!!! 
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FireFLY Cookie Jar Extravaganza Oct. 13 

Tom Schauer, October 20, 2012 

After our Acolyte Training session, our FireFLY kids filled jars with 5 different cookie 
recipes to sell at the Nov. 3 Harvest Bazaar at Faith Lutheran Church!  It took us less 
than an hour to fill 40 jars!  Very little flour and sugar was spilled on the floor and all 
the M&M's and chocolate chips made it into the jars. 
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SuperFLY Spooky World Oct. 19 

Tom Schauer, October 25, 2012 

 

Sixteen people from the Super Fly Group withstood the elements and braved the scary 
ghosts, monsters and rain and had fun on the Spooky World Trip. A big huge thank-you 
goes to our chaperones Mark Hebeisen, Ingrid Marstaller, Tim Felter and Bill Frank! 
We couldn’t have done it without you! Also, a big huge thank-you goes to Emily Felter 
and Angela McGrath for championing this great event. They created the Facebook 
event page, sent out text invites and really talked it up with the others in a group. 
The really did a nice job! 



Youth at Faith Lutheran Church 

 

8 | Y o u t h  B l o g  
 

SuperFLY Bread Making Service Project 

Tom Schauer, November 10, 2012 

  

We had 10 kids and 4 parents participate in the Bread Making Service Project for the 
"Prime Timers" this Saturday!  The kids made 20 care packages consisting of Pumpkin 
Bread, Banana Blueberry Bread and White Chocolate Chip Cranberry Cookies.  The 
kids then delivered the packages to the seniors in the area.  I was amazed at how 
good the bread was.  I mean it was really good!!! Even better was seeing the kids 
bring some love and hospitality to the "seniors" of the congregation and the look on 
the "seniors" faces when they received them! It was awesome!!!  Thank you to all the 
parents who brought their kids out!! 
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Hurricane Sandy Relief Trip (Nov. 30 - Dec. 2) - Keansburg, NJ 

Tom Schauer, December 1, 2012 

     Faith Lutheran Church in Andover, MA organized a Hurricane Sandy Relief Mission 
Trip the weekend of Nov 30th – Dec 2nd.  Seventeen members of the High School Youth 
Group or “Super Fly’s” as they are called, with six adult chaperones participated in 
the Hurricane Sandy Relief Mission Trip.  Faith Lutheran Church collecting canned 
goods, cleaning supplies and toiletries during the week to be distributed to the 
residents of New Jersey who had been displaced by the devastating effects of 
Hurricane Sandy.  Many of these residents’ homes were flooded for days or destroyed 
by the storm. Many people were without power for weeks.  Neighborhoods were in 
ruins.  The group drove down Friday night in a rented fifteen-passenger van and three 
other cars loaded with kids, adults, luggage and supplies and used King of King’s 
Lutheran Church in Middletown, NJ as the base of their operations. 

Arrived in Middletown, NJ Friday evening (11/30)...  Jumped right in and started 
working this morning. 

 

 

     The “Super Fly” Youth Group from Faith Lutheran Church not only distributed 
supplies to the local residents but participated in Group Mission Trip’s Big Day of 
Serving in Keansburg, NJ. The group helped serve the residents of Keansburg, NJ by 
removing old insulation, sheet rock and flooring in many of these flooded houses.  
This is an important task for these homeowners to save these homes from being 
demolished and unlivable due to the growth of mold.  Because of the nature of the 
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work, the youth and chaperones had to wear protective suits, masks and goggles while 
removing the old building materials and debris.  The masks and protective suits were 
donated by a member of Faith Lutheran Church.  Over six hundred youth and adults 
participated in this one day of service and worked on over 100 homes in the 
Keansburg, NJ area.  The youth believed it was a great experience to be able to do 
the work themselves and valued the opportunity to be of service to others and carry 
out their faith.  The adults marveled at the cohesiveness of the group and the ability 
of these kids to make a difference in the lives of others and the feeling of self-esteem 
that it gave them. 

   

     After working all day Saturday on gutting the inside of these flooded houses, the 
kids slept on the church floors in sleeping bags for second night without showers.  The 
kids were treated to a great breakfast and dinner provided by the local church King of 
King’s Lutheran Church in Middletown, NJ and even a magic show from some of the 
local parishioners.  The kids entertained themselves by playing cards, hide and go 
seek and talking about the trip.  On Sunday the kids and adults worshiped at the local 
Lutheran church, did a little sightseeing of the New Jersey coast with the battered 
houses on it and drove the six hours back home. Participants could not believe the 
extent of the damage to many of these neighborhoods. One youth remarked, “It was 
like walking through a war zone.”  The kids were also gratified to see the many signs 
written on the sheets of plywood and bulletin boards throughout the neighborhood 
expressing their hope for the future, reflecting the resiliency of the residents, and 
thanking the volunteers.  One adult chaperone said, “I am sure this is a trip that the 
kids and adults will not soon forget.” 
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     The “Super Fly’s” from Faith Lutheran Church in Andover, Ma worked on two 
houses during their stay in New Jersey. In one house the residents were a woman with 
three kids and had been out of work for a year. She had just let the flood insurance 
lapse on her house.  The group helped her by removing all the debris and flooded 
sheet rock and insulation on the first floor of her house and putting it in the garbage. 
They also helped with removing old tile, bagging insulation and yard work from her 
flooded yard.   

The group then got a call to work on a house for a young family with a three-year-old 
daughter in the afternoon.  The father had been working on his house with friends in 
the morning and saw the participants of the Big Day of Service working on his 
neighbor’s house.  The father asked how he could put his name on the list and get 
similar work done for his house. Within a matter of hours Group Mission Trips 
mobilized the group from Faith Lutheran Church and we began working side by side 
with the owners on demolishing the first floor of their house. By the end of the day 
the first floor of the house had been gutted to the studs.  The father remarked, “I 
can’t believe how much work these kids got done in a day.”  He also said “Whenever, 
I think of Boston, I will think favorably of you guys.” 

     The kids were all very thankful that they could live out their faith in such way that 
reflects their Lutheran beliefs.  They all appreciated the fact that they could do the 
work themselves and take ownership of a job well done.  The adult chaperones were 
very happy that this mission trip provided a way for the kids to learn service to the 
community and the value of hard work and helping your neighbor when in need with 
nothing in return. Everyone felt that this was a valuable experience and one that 
should be continued. Future trips will be planned to help the community by sheet 
rocking and painting new construction and helping to re-build many of these homes 
that were devastated by Hurricane Sandy. 

     You can view more pictures from the Relief Trip here: Pictures from Tom Schauer 

http://share.shutterfly.com/action/welcome?sid=0AbuGzhs1bNmjjA&emid=shareprintviewer&linkid=link4&cid=EM_sharview
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FireFLY Bingo & Ice Cream Night! 

Tom Schauer, January 12, 2013 

    

     On Friday night, 15 kids from the Fire Fly group got together with friends and 10 
parents for the Annual Fire Fly Bingo & Ice Cream Night!  A great night of fun, faith 
and fellowship was had by all, and the kids won some great prizes!  Snacks were Tom's 
Famous Meatballs and English Muffin Pizzas!  We played about 20 games of Bingo and 
some of the parents even won a few games!  The Holy Spirit was in the room because 
everyone walked away having a great time and prizes!!! 

     

     We concluded the night with a prayer and some awesome ice cream with toppings 
that the parents brought to share.  Thank you to Jenny Vanasse and Jon Vanasse for 
championing this great event!  Jenny is an awesome Bingo caller and we could not ask 
for better!  Thank you so much Jenny!  Jon will have to take over for you next year!!!  

     Thank you so much for all the parents who brought their kids for this fun evening 
and Lynn Muller Wong and Mike Clement and others for being awesome ice cream 
scoopers!  You were all terrific!!!  Thank you for a great night and one that the kids 
will remember for a long time to come!!! 

http://www.facebook.com/jenny.vanasse?group_id=0
http://www.facebook.com/jon.vanasse?group_id=0
http://www.facebook.com/lynn.m.wong.1?group_id=0
http://www.facebook.com/mike.clement.543?group_id=0
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2013 Quake Zone! 

Tom Schauer, February 6, 2013 

  

What do you get when you bring 13 Awesome Kids and 4 Great Chaperons to a hotel 
close to Boston for the weekend to listen to outstanding Christian Rock Bands and 
speakers?  A Wicked Good Time that's what!  Seventeen of us from Faith Lutheran 
Church in Andover, MA converged on Quake Zone this year for a great weekend of 
hanging out with one another, exploring our faith and listening to some awesome 
music, inspirational worship and speakers.  

Along the way we had some great Chinese food, pizza and subs, did a lot of activities 
as a group and even found time to swim in the pool!  An awesome time was had by 
all.  I can't wait to go next year!!!  It is going to be awesome!!! 
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FLY Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

Tom Schauer, February 13, 2013 

More pictures here on our Facebook page! 

 

    On Shrove Tuesday (Feb. 12), the Fly group had a Pancake Dinner at the church 
that was an awesome success!  There were plain, blueberry and chocolate chip 
pancakes along with sausages, milk, O.J. and pies for dessert.  There was a silent 
baked goods auction that raised a lot of money and Judy, a retreat specialist at Camp 
Calumet, came to sing some awesome songs with us! 

   

     A huge thank you goes out to all the youth who helped cook, serve and clean 
up!!!  Thank you to all the bakers, parents and adults who came out to support the 
youth this night!  We raised $400.00 to start the fund for the kids to go to the 2015 
ELCA National Youth Gathering in Detroit, MI. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151476725676287.539761.12108666286&type=1
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     A special thank you goes out to Beth Barnard who ran the auction and Doug 
Peterson and Klaus & Diane Dahl for doing such a great job in the kitchen!  This was a 
great family event were we could all enjoy each other's fellowship and company and a 
great time was had by all! 
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Hurricane Sandy Relief Trip #2 - Feb. 15 - 19 

Tom Schauer, February 21, 2013 

     Seven kids and four chaperons participated in the second Hurricane Sandy Mission 
Trip sponsored by Faith Lutheran Church in Andover, MA.  This time we went to Cross 
Roads Lutheran Camp in NJ to help the camp clean up after the devastating effects of 
Hurricane Sandy.  

   

     Over 1000 trees blew down on their property!  The kids and chaperons worked 
hard stacking wood, clearing brush and cutting down trees.  It was hard work, but 
worth it in the end!  The camp treated us to great meals, awesome accommodations 
and a welcoming hospitality.  The staff at Crossroads made us feel welcome and went 
above and beyond our expectations. 

  

     On the way home, we stopped at St. Matthews Lutheran Church in Hoboken, NJ for 
a short sightseeing trip of New York City.  On Sunday night we got to go to a Jazz 
Worship service at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in New York City. St Peter's is a 
Lutheran Church that was built in the heart of NYC when the City Corp company 
wanted to build a skyscraper at that location.  The pastor of the original church said 
they could build their skyscraper only if they made provisions to build a Lutheran 
Church for the congregation in the basement. 



Youth at Faith Lutheran Church 

 

17 | Y o u t h  B l o g  
 

 

     The kids had an awesome time at this jazz worship service!  The music and 
worship style was awesome! On Monday, we did a little sightseeing with visits to 
Rockefeller Center, St. Patrick's Cathedral, FAO Schwartz, Macy's, Times Square and 
Grand Central Station!  This was a fun adventure where the kids learned about 
service, worked hard and got to experience different parts of what it means to be a 
Lutheran in our time. 

      

     A huge special thanks goes out to our chaperons for the trip; Klaus & Diane Dahl 
and Doug Peterson.  Also a big thank-you goes out to Rev. Mary Forell and Rev. 
Rafaela Morales Rosa of St. Matthews's Lutheran Church in Hoboken, NJ and the staff 
at Cross Roads Camp for welcoming us with such grace and wonderful hospitality.  We 
couldn't have done it without you all!  Check out future dates for up-coming mission 
trips!  They are always a great time.  Thank you all for your support!!! 
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FireFLY Rollerskating Party 

Tom Schauer, February 23, 2013 

Fire Fly Roller Skating Party!  What is not to like! Fun, Faith, Fellowship, Pizza, Cake 
for Jesus, Glow Sticks and wind through your hair!  Even Tom got up on skates!  And it 
was a miracle that he didn't break anything!!! 

 

Thank you to Stacey McKenna, Susila Rosario and Aunt Kim for helping out with this 
great event! You know what they say, a church that roller skates together, stays 
together!!! 
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High School Video Scavenger Hunt 

Tom Schauer, March 3, 2013 

  Nine "Super Fly" High School Youth and two chaperons participated in the High 
School Video Scavenger Hunt this year!  An awesome time was had by all breaking up 
into groups and charging around the town of Andover doing crazy things. 

 

     The girls’ team beat the boys’ team this year by a narrow margin.  However, the 
judges didn't really look closely at the girls’ team scorecard toward the end.  There 
could have been a little monkey business going on.  The girls did win victoriously and 
received their iTunes gift cards.  Congratulations girls! 

 

     A big huge thank you goes to Hilja Nelsen for chaperoning on this great 
event.  Thank you so much!   Better luck to the boys’ team next year.  It is going to 
be a hotly contested race.  It always is!!! 



Youth at Faith Lutheran Church 

 

20 | Y o u t h  B l o g  
 

Crotched Mountain Ski Lock-In 

Tom Schauer, March 16, 2013 

    We had 14 kids and 4 parent chaperons participate in this awesome ski and 
snowboard weekend!  Thank you to Pastor Tom and Lisa Teichmann and all the folks 
at Messiah Lutheran Church in Amherst, NH for hosting us Friday night.  We couldn't 
have done it without you! 

   

     We all had a great time, eating pizza, playing games and figuring out where to 
sleep!  Boys on one side, girls on the other.  There were no snores allowed!  Saturday 
we woke up and had a great day of skiing and snowboarding at Crotched 
Mountain.  There was the awesome sun shining, blue skies and great snow for terrific 
skiing conditions. A lot of new skiers tried it out for the first time and did exceedingly 
well. There were also a lot of trips to the terrain park for the boys with videos being 
made. 

     A big huge thank you goes out to our chaperons for the trip Mark Luders, Jeanne 
Renken and Stacey McKenna.  You were so great and it was a successful trip because 
of you.  You guys rocked!!!  Check back next year for more details on another 
awesome ski trip.  You won't want to miss it! 
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Easter Egg Hunt 

Tom Schauer, April 4, 2013 

     Thank you to all the wonderful kids who participated in the Easter Egg Hunt this 
year and all the great parents for bringing them!  It was really beautiful weather for 
the hunt and it was awesome to see so many kids bring their friends and neighbors 
this year! 

 

     A big huge thank you to all the parents and friends who helped to fill Easter Eggs 
the week before.  There are too many to name and count, but they are wonderful and 
a big help! 

 

     Also thank you to Doug Peterson for organizing the kitchen and providing us with 
an awesome lunch of hot dogs, chips and drinks.  A great time was had by all! 



Youth at Faith Lutheran Church 

 

22 | Y o u t h  B l o g  
 

Bowling for Pizza 

Tom Schauer, April 14, 2013 

On Saturday April 13, we had 11 kids and 5 parents get together for the Fire Fly Pizza 
and Bowling Afternoon for a total of 16. There were four teams that bowled and we 
had an awesome time! 

 

Everyone thought the Pizza was really good too! And then because everyone played so 
well, we all got medals and prizes at the end of the day. A big huge thank you to all 
the parents who brought their kids out to bowl this afternoon.  It was an awesome 
start to vacation.  And the fellowship was really great.  Way to go everyone.  Thank 
you!!! 
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Confirmation Camp (April 19-20) 

Tom Schauer, April 24, 2013 

 

     This year we had nine kids and three parent chaperons go to Confirmation Camp at 
Calumet!  We all had a great time having fun, faith and fellowship while learning 
about God, making new friends and experiencing God's wonderful creation!  The staff 
and food at Camp Calumet was awesome! 

   

     There were a lot of activities planned for the kids and adults including games, 
broom-ball, beach volleyball, beading, arts and crafts, hikes, capture the flag, ice 
cream social and camp fire.  We even got to have Confirmation Curriculum time in 
which the kids did awesome!  And we got to pet the goat!  Both chaperons for this trip 
who had never been to Calumet before remarked "This place is awesome!" and "I 
probably got more out of this then the kids!" 
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     Thanks you to all the great chaperons for this trip and all the parents who make 
these trips happen.  Look for Fall Fling next September for 6th, 7th and 8th graders!  
It is going to be awesome! 
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Habitat for Humanity Build Day 

Tom Schauer, May 13, 2013 

     Faith Lutheran Church organizes a build day with Habitat for Humanity every 2nd 
Saturday.  Many people in the congregation have a long standing relationship of 
volunteering at this great event.  This time around we invited the teens of the church 
to join us along with the Youth Director Tom! 

    

     There were nine volunteers on this particular Saturday Build Day. We spent the 
morning getting a tour of the 10 affordable housing units in Lawrence Habitat for 
Humanity is renovation for the community from our own site supervisor and 
congregation member Tom Baird!  Then we went over to a recently purchased house 
by Habitat for Humanity and did some sanding, spackling, cleaning, laughing, talking 
and paint preparation with the homeowner. 

      

     We had an awesome pizza lunch and a great time was had by all!  Bless these 
servant hearts today as they gave up a little bit of their Saturday to make the world a 
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brighter place for others in the community!  It was an awesome time and my heart is 
glad for working alongside each and every one of them. 

      

     I encourage everyone in the congregation to try this out once a year.  You walk 
away from volunteering with a great feeling that lasts all day long too!  The 
affordable housing units in Lawrence are coming along nicely but there is a lot of 
work to be done there. It is always nice giving back to the community.  And even 
better when the teens are involved.  They knew a lot more about stuff then the Youth 
Director Tom!  They are awesome! Nice job everyone!  Thank you all for your hard 
work!!!! 
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Congratulations 2013 First Communion Class 

Tom Schauer, May 18, 2013 

 

 

We wish you well as you proceed on your Faith 
Journey!  Faith Lutheran Church and all the people 
here are so very proud of you! - “As the Father has 
loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain in my 
love.  If you keep my commands, you will remain in 
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love.  I have told you this so that my 
joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 

 

 

 

 
 
Picture: Susila Rosario 
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FLY Lock-In, May 24-25 

Tom Schauer, May 28, 2013 

On a very rainy weekend 12 kids and 3 parent chaperons spent their Friday night 
hanging out with each other and having fun, faith and fellowship at the Middle School 
Lock-In!  A great time was had by all making their own pizza, playing spud and getting 
to know you games.  We also did banner making, team building activities, trust falls, 
sardines, make your own sundaes, light stick games, devotions, cheese curls, 
and singing "Some Nights" by Fun! 

    

The theme for this weekend was "We know where we stand!"  We talked about what 
matters most in this life!  We also talked about the things Christ calls us to do, and to 
worry about, and what things Christ calls us to not care about, and worry 
about!  There were some great thoughts and discussion by these kids.  We finished 
with a bible reading from John 15:9-15.  

 

A huge thank you to Jeanne Renken and Jeanne Hladkey for chaperoning the whole 
entire night and sleeping on the floor!  You guys rock!!!  They did an awesome job!  

Also, a huge thank you to Doug Renali for waking up early and 
cooking us pancakes in the morning!  They were delicious!  Thank 
you Doug!  Thank you for the parents who brought their kids on this 
busy weekend.  It was awesome!  Look for another great lock-in next 
year!  These kids are awesome!!!  And it was really fun to be locked 
into the church!!! 
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Congratulations 2013 Confirmation Class! 

Tom Schauer, June 1, 2013 

 

 

Pictures: Roberta Dell'Anno and Lisa Hodge 

Faith Lutheran Church confirmed nineteen Confirmation students.  Pastor Jon and 
Marsha Heydenreich led a wonderful service and gave each confirmation student their 
own memorable bible verse and blessing.  Each of the Confirmation students wore a 
special stole designed and created by their parents.  Congratulations to the 
Confirmation Class of 2013!  We welcome you and congratulate you as you take this 
important step in your faith journey. 

"When you give life, you find life!" 

The Congregation of Faith Lutheran Church is so proud of you. Nice job everyone! 
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Youth Sunday, June 9 

Tom Schauer, June 11, 2013 

     This past Sunday, we celebrated Youth Sunday at all three services at Faith 
Lutheran Church.  We were richly blessed with many awesome youth participants and 
wish to thank them all for their hard work.  

     I led the children's message while Pheobe the Frog took a vacation.  There were 
some new songs taught to the congregation.  And we had eight totally great high 
school students read essay's that they wrote on "Their Future Goals And How Jesus Fits 
Into Those Goals."  I finished up the message.  And then the kids wrote their own 
Prayers of the Church and led the prayer petitions for the church themselves.  

     Many of the people in the congregation were amazed at the depth of these kids 
faith and and their understanding of God in these essays.  All in all, this was a great 
service and we were so blessed to have the youth add their voice and great 
enthusiasm to the worship life at Faith!  

     We also had a special coffee hour after the third service to honor the Graduating 
Seniors!  What great accomplishments they have all made and we wish them well as 
they continue on their Faith Journey!  Thank you to Wendy McGrath and Hilja Nelsen 
for doing a great job organizing this special coffee hour!  Great job!!! 

     When many people work together and add their voices to the worship life of the 
church, this can only help to strengthen the congregation and continue God's work in 
us!  We thank God for all of these great blessings of the congregation, and today, we 
thank God especially for the Youth of this Church! 
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FireFLY End of Year Cookout 

Tom Schauer, June 21, 2013 

 

     Ten kids and ten parents participated in the annual Fire FLY End of the Year 
Cookout at the Mini's House this year!  These kids in grades 3rd-6th work all year 
doing fun activities, hanging out and participating in service projects in the Fire FLY 
program and many participate as acolytes in the church.  Let me tell you, these 
ACOLYTE TEAM COMMANDERS all do a great job in their own right and it makes me 
happy every time I see the participating in church!!! You guys rock!!!  Thank you!!! 

       

     A Big Huge Thank you to the Mini family for having us over to their house for 
swimming in the pool, trampoline and a great cookout!!!  Mauro Mini your hamburgers 
are awesome!  And thank you for all the parents who brought food.  I ate a few 
brownies at 2:00 AM this morning!  And Thank you to Doug Peterson for bringing the 
bounce house.  It was awesome!!!  It was a great afternoon of swimming, games and 
fellowship with one another. 

     We pray for our little friend who had a swinging mishap at the end.  We are glad 
you are on the mend!!! Your cast is very colorful!!!  Thank you to all these kids for 
doing a great job throughout the year!  You are all awesome in your own right!  See 
you next year!!! 
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Yard Sale 

Tom Schauer, June 22, 2013 

Congratulations to the Youth of Faith Lutheran Church for 
making $805.00 on their annual Yard Sale this year!  That 
is awesome!  Half of that money will go to the Camp 
Calumet Scholarship Fund for Faith kids to go to Calumet 
this summer!  And the other $400.00 will go to help the 
10 kids participating in this event go to Detroit in 2015! 

 This was a gorgeous day to have a Yard Sale with a lot of 
people having fun and working together side by 

side!  Thank you to all the Youth who worked really hard and did an outstanding 
job!  They rocked!  Thank you!!! Also thank you to all the families that donated items 
for the Yard Sale! 

     And a BIG HUGE THANK YOU GOES TO Catherine & Burrell Lowery, Karen Just and 
John Petersen for sorting, pricing and moving all these great items!  They don't even 
have kids in the Youth Group anymore!!!  Also a big thank you to all the parents of the 
kids who helped out today! We couldn't have done it without you! And thank you to 
Gary Payson for carting it all away at the end of the day! 

  

 

  

    There will be 14 great kids receiving camperships to go to Camp Calumet Lutheran 
this year, from the 30 or so from Faith that go to resident camp!  And we are well on 
our way to going to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Detroit in 2015.  That is only 
two more years to go for that!  Thank you all for your great support!  And thank you 
all for your hard work!!!  You guys are awesome!!! 
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Vacation Bible School - SKY! 

Tom Schauer, July 3, 2013 

 

      Faith Lutheran Church had a very successful VBS this year with over 30 kids 
attending from 9-12 in the mornings.  We followed the "SKY!" curriculum this year 
with opening gatherings, movie time, bible story time, games, snack time, arts & 
crafts and closings!  The kids always love the VBS songs on the big screen and this 
year we had a special God Sightings time which was awesome and we got to talk 
about where we saw God during the day!  We filled up our entire sign!!! 

     

  

     Some of the daily themes were, 

"No matter who you are, Trust God" 

"No matter how you feel, Trust God!" 

"No matter what people do, Trust God!" 
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     The kids learned bible verses every day and had a bible story time in a "blacked 
out room" complete with a campfire, lights, special bible characters in costumes and 
glow sticks.  It was awesome!  A special thanks to Pastor Marsha for organizing this 
great week!  She did an awesome job!  Also special thanks to Ingrid Marstaller, Shauna 
Wagner, Roberta Ede and Christine Hayward for all their help leading activities.  And 
special thanks to all the group leaders and activity helpers!  They all did an awesome 
job!!!  Everyone can't wait for next year when the Vacation Bible School theme will 
be" Kingdom Rocks!"  Check it out!  It is going to be awesome!!!  Thank you all for a 
great VBS!!! 
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Parent-Child Backpacking Trip, July 6-7 

Tom Schauer, July 10, 2013 

     Faith Lutheran Church in Andover, MA had 17 people participate in the 
Parent/Child Hut Backpacking Trip this year! Five families joined with 9 adults and 8 
kids! 

 

     On Saturday, we started hiking from the Highland Center at Crawford Notch and 
hiked 2.6 miles to the AMC's Mizpah Springs Hut in the White Mountains.  Mizpah is in 
the bible you know!  It was a hot and humid day but we all managed to stay 
hydrated!  We claimed our bunks and then a group of us made a trip to the summit of 
Mt. Pierce!  Many of these kids (and adults) had never stayed at a hut before or got to 
the top of a mountain.  They were amazed at how cool the hut was and how great the 
view was at the top of the mountain!!!  We made it to the top and we were in the 
clouds and then amazingly enough the sun broke through just in time for us to be 
treated to an outstanding view! 
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     We made it down the mountain and we're made a great dinner by the hut "croo" of 
mushroom soup, homemade bread, salad, turkey, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce, 
gravy, peas, and applesauce cake.  The kids had an awesome time playing together 
and having fun at the hut while running around outside.  It was great to see!  We then 
had group devotions and spent the night at the hut! 

 

     A hardy few of us climbed back up the mountain again for sunrise!  We then had a 
great breakfast of oatmeal, egg casserole, bacon, and frosted coffee rolls that were 
to die for!  
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     We hiked back down to the Crawford Center and our cars and many of the kids 
(and adults too) swam in the waterfall on the way down!  It was cold but very 
refreshing!  I think everyone remarked at some point during the trip how great they 
thought the fellowship was with each other and how much they would remember this 
trip for a long time!  Many never thought that they were capable of hiking such an 
adventure.  I think it meant a lot to many of the parents and kids.  Many asked to do a 
similar trip in the fall.  One girl remarked, "It was like I could taste the clouds when I 
got to the top of the mountain."  And another girl thought we should re-name the falls 
- Rachael's Awesome Falls!  

     I can't stress what a great time we all had getting to know one another, making 
new friends and getting a better appreciation of God's awesome creation!  I think we 
all came away from this trip with a better understanding of ourselves, each other, 
and the world.  

Look for a similar trip next year!  This one was really great!!! 
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Super FLY Wilderness Adventure, Aug. 4-10 

Tom Schauer, August 14, 2013 

     

     During the first week of August, five high school "Super Fly" kids, and two adult 
chaperons took off for a Week Long Wilderness Adventure in NH. We started off from 
the Camp Calumet Family Campground and enjoyed their hospitality, great food and 
awesome root beer floats!  Then we headed off to the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire for hiking and backpacking for two days!  We stayed at the the Liberty 
Springs Campsite and hiked Mt Liberty, Mt. Lincoln and almost made it to Mt. 
Lafayette with an elevation of 5,249 feet. 

    We had a great time eating some good food and hanging out on the side of a real 
mountain.  We even climbed up Mt. Liberty to see sunrise one night! After hiking, we 
took two days and canoed Squam Lake, the site of the film, "On Golden Pond".  We 
canoed to an island and camped overnight, had some great food and then the next 
day we got up and had blueberry pancakes and found a great rock to jump off of! 

       

     Although, many of the kids said they wanted it to be bigger! We packed up the last 
day and went back to Camp Calumet.  Even though it rained, we had beautiful 
weather during most of the trip.  We made up for the rain on the last day by doing a 
short day hike to Emerald Pool, going out for pizza and having fun at the Ice Cream 
Social at Camp Calumet and playing Skip-Bo. 

     I think we all did what we set out to do in that everyone learned more about 
themselves, we grew closer in our relationships to each other, grew in our faith and 
appreciation of God and we have a better understanding of God's world around us, all 
while having fun!!! 
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      A big huge thank you to Alina Pechacek for agreeing to be the female chaperon on 
this trip.  She was great and we couldn't have done it without her!  Also a big huge 
thank you to all the parents who supported us along the way and the kids who 
went!  It was a great and worthwhile trip, and I am looking forward to next year!!! 
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Summer Happenings at Camp Calumet Lutheran, Freedom, NH 

Tom Schauer, August 16, 2013 

     This was an amazing summer for participation in the programs and events at Camp 
Calumet Lutheran in Freedom, NH!  We had 32 kids attend the summer camp resident 
program at Camp Calumet this year!  Five of those kids were new to Camp Calumet 
and this was their first year going!  We also had five high school kids participate in the 
Week Long Wilderness Trip which started and ended at Camp Calumet!  Of the 32 
kids, Faith Lutheran Church provided scholarships to 14 of those kids making it 
possible for these kids to attend!  

     Thank you for your continued generosity on this endeavor!  Calumet shapes the 
lives of so many and continues to help kids grow in their faith with God, grow in their 
self-esteem and their relationships with others!  If you could hear the stories of these 
kids from their week of camp at camp, it is simply amazing! They all have so much 
fun!!!  It just makes you see what a worthwhile endeavor this is!!!  One week at Camp 
Calumet, six out of the eight kids from Faith Lutheran Church were in the same cabin 
at Calumet!  

In addition to the Calumet resident camp program, we had 
one teenager (Kate Ede) from Faith Lutheran participate in 
the Calumet C.I.T. (Counselor In Training Program) all summer 
long in which they learn how to be a great counselor. 

We also had two young adults (Katie Viscosi and Elizabeth 
Tarr) who served as counselors at Calumet faithfully leading 
and serving kids throughout New England to have fun and grow 
in their faith! And we also had an adult leader who served on 
the Calumet staff as a Family Camp Program Director (Cindy 
Schatz) for the whole summer.  I am tired of just being at 
Calumet for a week!  I don’t know how Cindy keeps does it all 

summer! 

     In addition to all of this, we had several families participate in the Family Camping 
Program at the end of the summer. The parents and kids stay at Calumet and get to 
enjoy the many activities, programs and meals Calumet has to offer.  Plus, many of 
the groups at Faith take advantage of Calumet programs during the year, such as 
Women’s Weekend, Men’s Weekend and Columbus Day Weekend! 

     God bless Calumet and its ministry serving the church’s though-out New 
England.  We hope that our relationship with Calumet continues to grow and many 
people take advantage of all it has to offer.  It is a great resource to get away, to 
reflect and to re-energize!  Boom Chick Boom!!! 


	Title
	Table of Contents
	August 2012
	Calumet Wilderness Hike Aug. 5-11
	Whitewater Rafting Aug. 31 - Sept. 2

	September 2012
	Fall Fling Sept. 21 - 23

	October 2012
	FireFLY Cookie Jar Extravaganza Oct. 13
	SuperFLY Spooky World Oct. 19

	November 2012
	SuperFLY Bread Making Service Project

	December 2012
	Hurricane Sandy Relief Trip (Nov. 30 - Dec. 2) - Keansburg, NJ

	January 2013
	FireFLY Bingo & Ice Cream Night!

	February 2013
	2013 Quake Zone!
	FLY Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
	Hurricane Sandy Relief Trip #2 - Feb. 15 - 19
	FireFLY Rollerskating Party

	March 2013
	High School Video Scavenger Hunt
	Crotched Mountain Ski Lock-In

	April 2013
	Easter Egg Hunt
	Bowling for Pizza
	Confirmation Camp (April 19-20)

	May 2013
	Habitat for Humanity Build Day
	Congratulations 2013 First Communion Class
	FLY Lock-In, May 24-25

	June 2013
	Congratulations 2013 Confirmation Class!
	Youth Sunday, June 9
	FireFLY End of Year Cookout
	Yard Sale

	July 2013
	Vacation Bible School - SKY!
	Parent-Child Backpacking Trip, July 6-7

	August 2013
	Super FLY Wilderness Adventure, Aug. 4-10
	Summer Happenings at Camp Calumet Lutheran, Freedom, NH


