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     We are starting a new blog to take the place of the Grace moments blog, which has 
been so popular.  The new blog is Thanksgiving and you are invited to share a few things 
from the past year for which you are especially grateful.  I encourage you to be as 
specific as possible. 

     This is a spiritual experience as each of us is prompted to review the past year and 
remember.  We have to take the time to do this.  If you are prone to think critically or 
negatively, the experience puts you in a place of appreciation for the goodness of God’s 
presence in your life.  So, please consider posting your ‘thanksgivings.’  In reading each 
other’s posts, most of us will have our memories piqued a bit and we may very well 
remember – because of what you write, some additional thanksgivings in our own lives. 

     And that’s a good thing.  
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Saturday, Nov. 1, 2014 
Private contributor 

* Thankful our family has a lot of support and concern for each other.......Thankful I 
have an ever-changing relationship with God which keeps me grounded in a measure of 
peace....... 
* Thankful I am a part of a welcoming, grace-filled church and have to know some 
really cool folks.......Thankful that I keep taking risks, and getting blessed in the 
process. 

Sunday, Nov. 2, 2014 
Contributed by: Mary J 

* I am very thankful that when Doug and I decided to look for a new church we came 
to Faith first. We felt so welcome here that we never looked at another church. 
* Very thankful that Doug's shoulder surgery was successful and that he is now pain 
free. 
* Without a doubt, our greatest blessing this year was the birth of our granddaughter 
in August, giving us three grandchildren to love and spoil! 

Private contributor 

* -Thankful for energy to tackle the tasks given to me 
* -Thankful for my mother's unconditional love 
* -Thankful for a full and happy family 

Monday, Nov. 3, 2014 
Contributed by: TE 

* In my catechism classes as a youth, I was taught that prayers have a form. They 
should include the giving of thanks, the asking for forgiveness, and special requests for 
others. I am a senior citizen therefore I have many years of saying those prayers. As 
the years pileup, so have the list of the blessings that the Lord has bestowed upon me. 
I have been blessed with good health, abundant sustenance, and happiness. As I 
reflected on these blessings I realize that one of the true blessing in my life have been 
the people in my life. The people that have helped and guided me immensely, the 
people that have cared and loved me and the people who have brought friendship and 
happiness into my life. The list is too long to adequately thank Him, but near the top 
of the list of blessings are the wonderful people God placed in my life. 
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Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2014 
Private contributor 

* This has been a difficult year for my health. Last fall I was ill. I am so thankful to 
God that I am alive and well. I try to see each day as a gift. I am blessed with a lovely 
life partner, a wonderful companion. I am thankful that with all we have been 
through, we can still laugh and smile. Thanksgiving Thursday will be a good day! 

Private contributor 

* I am thankful for honesty, in a world where there is a lot of plastic phoniness. I am 
thankful for kindness, because I see and hear mean-spiritedness. I am thankful for 
generous hearts, because there is a lot of self-centeredness. I am thankful for people 
who can be vulnerable and not pretend to be ‘all that.’ They give me courage and 
hope. 

Private contributor 

* I am grateful for the fall and the rhythms of nature, that I have a family who cares 
about me, that I have a job where I can utilize my gifts, that I have an inspiring 
church, that I can walk every day, that I have enough money to live well and share 
with others, that I have friends, that I discovered the Wednesday evening group at 
church, that I can live with a spirit of gratitude. I am grateful for hot coffee in the 
morning.  

Private contributor 

* I am very happy I am sober and that I have a good support group and an 
understanding employer.  

Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2014 
Private contributor 

* I feel very blessed to have met people new to Faith and learned the journey they 
took to come to this church. Each person has so many wonderful experiences that has 
led them to be here and I know God has brought them here with a purpose. Take a 
moment and find out something new from someone you don't know well. You will be 
thankful you did. 

Private contributor 

* I am thankful for a warm home and a roof over my head with the cold weather 
coming, many people don't have that. I am thankful that I made a healthy dinner, 
many people do not have that. I am thankful for all the kind hearts I see at church, 
they inspire me to be a better person. I am thankful for my health. I am thankful for 
conversations with good friends. I am thankful for faithful companions. I am thankful 
for the lady at the bank today who was kind and friendly, just because. I am thankful 
for older people and youth who constantly show me how to live my life. They inspire 
me and I am thankful for them! 
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Friday, Nov. 7, 2014 
Contributed by: Tom 

* I thankful for the spirit of innovation at this church. I am thankful for people that 
care about one another and want to help each other. I am thankful for good 
conversation and really healthy meals. I am thankful for the youth of this church who 
always offer us hope and show us where God is, with us! 

Private contributor 

* I am thankful I am where I am instead of where I was...more balanced than wobbly, 
more quieted than anxious, more forward than afraid, more conscious than head down 
and more still than in motion. My spirit can breathe as well as my body. Deeply 
grateful for the evolution of the Wednesday night meditation group at Faith.  

Sunday, Nov. 9, 2014 
Contributed by: DH 

* I am thankful for my church friends/family. We get together outside of church. We 
celebrate each other's good times. We provide support during hard times. We tell 
family stories. We watch each other's kids grow up. We learn from each other. What a 
great family we have at Faith. 

Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2014 
Contributed by: Tom 

 1) I am thankful for a God of infinite hope, love and peace. 
 2) I am thankful for all those who are serving or have served in our armed forces and 
the freedom I have been given because of their service. 
 3) I am thankful for all those who care for and try to make our church community 
better. 
 4) I am thankful for the blessings of the day and those opportunities to share God's 
love with each other!!! 

Thursday, Nov. 13, 2014 
Private contributor 

* I am incredibly thankful for the Wednesday night meditation service at Faith 
Lutheran. It is an "experience". There is a recalibration that happens...pretty difficult 
to explain. There is laughter, sharing, of course centering meditative prayer, a 
luxurious quiet, and much, well, caring. It's the caring that gets me. It is not "social" 
time, but I have never felt more connected to others. It was the very palpable 
presence of God in the room from the onset...a special time...holy. I am coming to 
understand that the gratitude I feel as I leave the church on Wednesdays is what is 
amplifying my joy on the other days. The room is full of God's sweet spirit, and it 
seems the more we take out of it, the more we are bringing back. Smiles are bigger. 
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Faces are more relaxed. Paces are slower. Focus is on God...just being His children. 
Hearts are warmer, I imagine, than when we first started. This change, for me, is a 
blessing. 

Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2014 
Private contributor 

* I am thankful that on these cold nights I have a warm bed to come home too. I am 
thankful for a great lunch with a good friend. I am thankful for leaving expectations 
behind. I find when I live with the freedom from the expectations I put on myself, 
every new encounter can be a chance to be kind to someone. It is quite amazing 
really. Almost a five minute miracle. String a couple of those miracles together and 
you are smiling all day. 

Thursday, Nov. 20, 2014 
Private contributor 

* Thankful that in spite of significant economic challenges at home, my husband and I 
still laugh together every day. So blessed to face an uncertain future with a friend. 

Private contributor 

* I am thankful that God is merciful, that God is on our side. I am thankful for this holy 
life in which God is everywhere. Even and especially in the depths of my sin and 
darkness - there is God. I am thankful for the promise Christ is with us always and will 
be in the end. 

Saturday, Nov. 22, 2014 
Private contributor 

* I am thankful that even though I am not always thankful or aware or enlightened 
enough when I know I should be....I know that God and the people he has placed in my 
life love and accept me just as I am .  

Sunday, Nov. 23, 2014 
Private contributor 

* I'm thankful for my immediate and extended family. I'm glad I'll have the opportunity 
to spend time with my mother, brother, and both sisters this week. I'm thankful for my 
health and for the sunny day today, hopefully it will motivate me to go for a run.  

Private contributor 

* I am thankful for my family, health, 50 degree days in late November so that I can 
run in shorts and for the dominance of the Patriots allowing me to get away from the 
TV early for my run. ;) 
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Private contributor 

* I am thankful for so much..... 
 1.) my father is currently cancer free 
 2.) my children and husband are healthy 
 3.) my education.....when so many other woman around the world are denied the 
opportunity to attend school 
* 4.) God's forgiveness. My walk in faith hasn't been continuous...I often have questions 
or doubt, however I find that I'm always draw back into his loving presence. 

Monday, Nov. 24, 2014 
Contributed by: LCY 

* ~So thankful for the eagerness of new co-workers to learn and pitch in when we are 
short staffed. 
* ~So thankful for my husband's help moving furniture around all day on Saturday to 
get ready for my Dad's arrival on Wednesday. 
* ~So thankful for my mother's encouragement to keep going, putting one foot in front 
of the other when I'm tired. Also, her gentleness in reminding me that 'haste makes 
waste' - her way of telling me to slow down. :0) 
* ~So ETERNALLY thankful for the precious gift of a son that God has given me. A little 
person to see grow more and more every day. So much joy in the smallest 
things...keeps me remembering that it's time spent with him that matters the most, 
and not all the things money can buy. 
* ~And, my last entry today -- So thankful for this blog. A place to stop for a moment 
and be mindful of all the goodness that God has granted us including this space to 
write it down. 

Contributed by: lrbk 

* Last night I was facing a day of chores to prepare for arrival of company today. After 
tea and toast, I wrote my 100+ thanks list before starting any work. Wow. Day is going 
more smoothly: less worry, anxiety, guilt. And, everyone is so nice to me today. 
Ahh...perspective. 

Contributed by: Drr 

* I am so thankful for my little Lilian and my sweet Aurora. I'm thankful for the time I 
got to spend with Aurora this summer just watching her engage with the world. I'm 
thankful for Lilian's sweet smiles that come from nowhere. I'm thankful for my 
husband who stays home with them during the day and works nights.  
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Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2014 
Private contributor 

* Bubbles! We made a list of things we are thankful for Sunday night. While it included 
many things you might expect (family, friends, our home, my husband's cooking....) 
my favorite was my 4 year old daughter's contribution - bubbles. Bubbles are amazing 
really. They have the power to clean our clothes, dishes, and bodies of dirt and grime. 
If you look at them in the right light they contain a whole rainbow inside them. And 
most importantly, they bring joy to children everywhere - hence there is an entire 
room devoted to bubbles at Boston's Children's Museum. It's so much fun to watch the 
kids, and even more fun to join in the excitement of making and popping big bubbles, 
small bubbles, double bubbles..... 

Contributed by: Pr.Marsha 

* Just had a phone conversation with someone dear to me whose peace and calm has 
been tossed about by the stresses of the past few days. I put down the phone, looked 
out the windows as the sun was setting. A display of magnificent color, blue and peach 
and pink, blending, yet sharp behind the barren trees. And I was humbled, and deeply 
thankful to be reminded that the vibrancy of God's presence is there to be 
experienced if we only look beyond, behind, beneath. As has been said," Bidden or not 
bidden, God is present". 

Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2014 
Contributed by: ES 

* Thankful to our neighbors who connected us to Faith Lutheran. Thankful to Faith 
Lutheran for being a place where each of us - myself, husband and two daughters find 
joy and gratitude in being part of a community. Thankful to realize that having these 
extensions of ourselves - neighbors, church, community equals a richness for the soul. 

Contributed by: LCY 

* ~It's snowing, and I love snow and now I get to share that with my son. It's the first 
snow for him that he will be able to enjoy. 
* ~I leave work at 2:30 today and will be able to spend time with family for 4 whole 
days w/o interruption from work stress. 
* ~My co-worker is a vessel of God and just at the right times God sends the messages I 
need to hear through her. She is a blessing to me that words cannot describe. Thank 
you God for always being present! 
* ~Happy Thanksgiving Everyone. May God's Peace be with you ALWAYS! 

Contributed by: Matthew Morrissey 

* my cats because they are very fun and cuddly. 
  



What We Are Grateful for From the Past Year 

 

7 | T h a n k s g i v i n g  2 0 1 4  
 

Thursday, Nov. 27, 2014 
Contributed by: JP 

* I'm thankful for family, friends, and faith. I'm most grateful for my husband and two 
healthy children. Life's journey can take some unexpected turns and navigating them 
can be a challenge, but it's all worth it! Happy Thanksgiving everyone!  

Private contributor 

* I am thankful that God's goodness is more powerful than the world's evil. I am 
grateful His love for me is forever and no matter what. I am in awe and am humbled 
that He just wants me to get closer Him, that my praise can delight Him. I am forever 
thankful He can take the worst circumstances and turn them into something beautiful. 

Contributed by: Mary J 

* I am very thankful for days like today when we can set aside time to spend with 
family and friends who live near and can talk on the phone with family who live 
farther away. We are blessed to have such a wonderful family. 

Friday, Nov. 28, 2014 
Contributed by: Pr. Marsha 

* I'm embarrassed to admit it, but I had to be coerced. Jon kept prodding until I finally 
sat down to write "100 things I'm thankful for". And, since Verizon was in a dispute 
with Fox TV, there was no football game....the perfect time to write. What I'm 
thankful for are the memories, so many beautiful people, beautiful moments 
otherwise forgotten. And so thankful for Jon. He didn't let me shrug it off. Instead he 
created for us a very special time together as we shared what was most meaningful in 
our lives. 
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